
3rd Sunday of Eastertide (C)                                       10th April 2016 

‘The Gift’ 

Acts 5: the God of our ancestors raised up Jesus 

Ps 29:  I will praise You, Lord, You have rescued me 

Apoc 5: The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy of riches and power … 

Jn 21: 1–19: Who are You?  They knew it was the Lord 

If you think about it, the amazing thing about this 

Gospel passage is how the apostles start to go back to their 

former trade — that of fishing!  If Jesus had been dead and 

buried, and never risen again, you could have understood it, 

but with Jesus risen, it is hard to comprehend.  Perhaps they 

were indeed confused by the events of His crucifixion and 

death; and even at the astonishment of His rising again.  

They had not comprehended the import of what they had 

witnessed.  Otherwise, why would they go back to fishing?   

But in this moving moment back by the Sea of 

Galilee, Jesus shows them that they can ‘do nothing without 

Him’ … that now their destinies are tied strictly to His own.  

They cannot even catch fish without His intervention … and 

this only goes to prove that they are quite wrong to think 

about returning to their former lives.  Their only work is for 

Him and with Him.   

Once we have said ‘yes’ to Christ — once we have 

made that Christian commitment to Him in Baptism — 

there’s no point in going back on ourselves.  Sometimes we 

may feel disillusioned, perhaps by our sins, perhaps by the 

attitude of those around us.  But, like the apostles, we know 

that there’s no point in going back.  Any road away from 

Christ is a dead-end; a road going nowhere.   

This Easter season I want to extend to you an 

invitation to make a real difference to your faith, to examine 

it and deepen it.  Like the apostles, we each need to know 

that Our Lord is constantly seeking us out, calling us not to 

live a mediocre Christian life, but a fully authentic one.  Our 

Lord, on that lakeside wouldn’t let the good work that He 

had begun go to waste; nor will He with us.  He wants us to 

be His missionary disciples; He wants us to be very alive in 

the experience of being filled with the spirit of the risen 

Jesus.  Just as He sent out Peter and the others, renewed 

with a sense of their mission, so He does with us.  The first 

task of a parish is to encourage and affirm the faith of the 

each parishioner; and so I am glad to be able to announce 

that ‘The Gift’ course will be taking place over 6 Tuesday 



evenings starting on the Tuesday after next.  After Holy 

Communion today, you will hear a little more about this 

course, from Tony & Linda Barrell who have kindly taken it 

upon themselves to get together a group of parishioners 

from here and Ware to lead this course for you.  I ask that 

you listen attentively to their words at Mass today, to take a 

flyer, perhaps to pop down to the crypt after Mass to watch 

a brief trailer; and to pray about your participation in this.  I 

can tell you for a fact that when this course was held in my 

home parish in St Albans it was a great success, and my 

parents greatly enjoyed and got a lot out of it, so that’s a 

great testimony to the power of this course.   

The Lord shows us, in the Gospel this Sunday, that 

we can’t live this life happily without Him — we can’t just 

try and ‘go it alone’ with the merest reference to Him.  No 

success in this life can be made without Him, so it makes 

sense to seize this chance to grow in our life in His Spirit.  

What could be any better way to keep this holy Easter 

season than to revel in the power of the Risen Lord through 

His great gift of the Holy Spirit?  This course is for you!  

Please come and make it a success, be generous with the 

Lord, who is so generous to you! 

 


