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‘Departing this life’ 
Acts 6: election of 7 deacons Ps 32: the Word of the Lord is faithful 

1Pt 2: you, the holy priesthood, … living stones making a spiritual house.   

Jn 14: 1–12: I am going now to prepare a place for you … 

This passage from the Gospel brings several things to 

mind, for me: 

1. That it is the Gospel most often chosen for funeral 

Masses; 

2. That it is simultaneously about Jesus leaving them in His 

death on the Cross, and about His leaving them a 2
nd

 time 

at the Ascension;  

3. That it doesn’t hide from us the incomprehension of the 

apostles at what Jesus had to teach them; 

4. That it rather baffles us, perhaps when we hear Jesus 

speaking of the “greater works” that we will do in Jesus’s 

name!   

In a way, we can combine these thoughts into one: that 

Jesus teaches us that departing is — ultimately — better 

than staying.  His departing in the sacrifice that was His 

death, brought about the triumph over sin — He offered 

His life in the greatest act of love.  His departing in the 

Ascension, as we shall celebrate in a couple of weeks’ 

time, was the opening of heaven to mankind, and the 

chance for Him to bestow the Spirit powerfully upon us as 

the Church.  It is indeed, better for Him to go, rather than 

to stay.  His work was complete, and they would be better 

served by His withdrawing from them in a visible sense, so 

as to be closer to them spiritually through Pentecost.   

 This can, of course, seem hard to grasp.  The 

apostles, Thomas and Philip (and most probably the others 

too), seem uncomprehending, and offer arguments against 

His departing.  “We don’t know where you are going, so 

how can we know the way?” says Thomas.  “Show us the 

Father, and then we shall be satisfied,” says Philip.  

They’re playing for time; they feel they are not ready for 

His departure.  They are feeling vulnerable if He goes from 

them.  And yet, Jesus says to them some extraordinary 

words, “He who believes in Me will perform even greater 

works than I do myself.”  Jesus is looking forward to their 

own ministry after Pentecost: He sees full well that the 

apostles will go out and expand the reach of the Gospel 

hundreds and thousand times over.  Our Lord is speaking, 



in this passage, don’t forget, to a mere 11 apostles.  It’s the 

end of His ministry, the Last Supper, and yet He has just 

these 11 around Him.  The apostles’ c.30-yr ministry, and 

the 2000-yr ministry ever since, has indeed been this 

“greater work” of Jesus — a work not greater than His 

own, for no-one can replace the infinite sacrifice and 

offering of the Son of God Himself, but expanding that 

work to greater and greater numbers of people of all times 

and places.  This could only happen, Jesus knew, if He 

departed from them in the visible human sense.   

 And, so that brings us to that other reminder in this 

passage of St John: the fact that it speaks powerfully to 

those who grieve when they have lost someone in death: 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.” … “Trust in God 

still, and trust in Me.” … “I am going now to prepare a 

place for you,” … “After I have gone and prepared you a 

place, I shall return to take you with Me;” … “where I am 

you may be too.”  Each of these phrases is full of powerful 

comfort and hope regarding those who have gone before 

us, marked with the sign of faith.  And yet they rely on our 

letting go; our acceptance that they can be in a better place.  

It’s not easy; any more than it was easy for the apostles to 

let Jesus go and fulfil His mission in the Cross, 

Resurrection and Ascension; they wanted to keep Him, 

keep the status quo.  But that would not have served God’s 

plan at all.  So, too, for us; we want to keep our loved ones 

for as long as possible here; and letting them go at any age, 

old or young, is painful.  Yet, in God’s sight there is 

comfort in departing; for those of faith, baptized and living 

a good life in Christ — “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” 

— we know that the life of the world to come is a better 

life, without the trials of this life: a life of blessedness and 

eternal joy.  We must each of us face, at some point, often 

unexpected, the departure of a loved one; let us ask Our 

Lord to help us face those departures, to know that He calls 

them to Himself, and in mercy.  His departure was that He 

might be closer to all of us in the Spirit; their departing is 

that they can be closer to Him, in the Spirit, and be 

protected, free from harm, in the presence of the Risen 

Saviour.  Where I am, says Jesus, you may be too …  


