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‘Earthquake, Guards and Angels’ 

Vigil readings … Rom 6: we went into the tomb with Him … we too might live a 

new life.   Ps 117: I shall not die, I shall live and recount His deeds. 

Mt 28:1–10 He is not here, He has risen!   

Last (Friday) night, after the end of the various services for 

Good Friday — the Liturgy, the Stations of the Cross, and 

Confessions — I watched the final episode of the famous 

Zeffirelli of the 1970s, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ The episode 

starts with the Sanhedrin’s deliberations before Passover, 

and ends with a Resurrection appearance of Our Lord.  

Zeffirelli’s film follows St Matthew’s Gospel in the detail 

of the Jewish authorities’ insistence on their being a guard 

placed at the tomb of Jesus.  They are worried that Jesus’s 

disciples might attempt a body-snatching, and proclaim 

Him alive again as a hoax.  Despite their precautions, on 

the Sunday morning the tomb is found empty.  There is an 

earthquake; there are visions of angels recorded in the 

Gospels; but there is no body — just the grave cloths, the 

shrouds that had enwrapped the dead body of Jesus, lying 

there in the tomb.  The soldiers are mystified when the 

women come in the first light of Easter morning and they 

find the gravestone already rolled away.  They are certain 

that no-one has accessed the tomb in the nights since the 

burial.  And yet, there is no body.  The tomb is indeed 

empty.   

 This is the historical fact at the heart of our Christian 

faith, that Jesus of Nazareth — the one truly crucified by 

Pontius Pilate in around 33ad, truly dead and buried — 

rose again from the dead, proving indeed that He was (and 

is) the Son of God.  This is not some myth or false story 

concocted by the apostles.  What good would it have done 

them, had they merely made it up?  For most of them, 

spreading the Gospel of the Resurrection far and wide led 

to suffering and their martyrdoms.  Would they have done 

this, gone to their deaths, for a made-up story?  I don’t 

think so!  That only leaves the reality, the fact, that Jesus 

did, as they preached, rise from the dead.  His body was 

not stolen, lost, or hidden, but was restored to Him in a 

new and glorious way.   

 As we celebrate Easter this year, we have to know 

and accept with our whole hearts the reality of this — the 



historical fact of the resurrection — or otherwise our faith 

makes no sense.  It is the response of a loving God, who 

could not let His own divine Son lie decaying in the tomb.  

Yes, Jesus had seen through to the bitter end the suffering 

of the Passion — He had stayed faithful to His love for us, 

despite the cruelty we had stricken Him with.  But God’s 

plan did not end with a heroic death for Jesus.  If that was 

the end, then there was no benefit for mankind, no 

reconciliation, no eternity, no hope.  The Resurrection of 

Jesus is the necessary corollary of the Crucifixion.  You 

can’t have one without the other!  The Resurrection makes 

sense of Jesus’s awful death — proves the love of God for 

humanity despite our sins: that God is offering each of us 

life beyond the grave if we are faithful.   

 My dear people, let us live our daily life in the light 

of the Resurrection.  Every day we should be conscious of 

Jesus’s Resurrection, living our little earthly life in view of 

the eternity to which He calls each of us.  We can do this!  

We can live up to our Christian faith in Jesus Risen.  He is 

alive and dwells always with His people the Church, most 

especially in the Blessed Sacrament of His Body & Blood, 

which is His Risen self.  Every time you set foot in this 

church we are in the real presence of the Risen Lord, the 

one who was brutally killed on the Cross, but who in the 

dark and secret of Easter night was restored to life, a life 

that is the life of heaven, a life beyond the grave.   

 Surely, despite the worries and challenges of this 

life, the one and only thing that ultimately gives us peace 

and a direction and purpose in life is the prospect of peace 

and rest in heaven?  The Lord’s Resurrection was real and 

true — a fact.  His offering to us a place in heaven, if we 

stay close to Him, is also just as real and true.  It gives us 

the joy of this Easter (night) morning!  Our Easter joy is 

also real and true.  We can rejoice today for God has come 

to our aid, achieving things for His beloved mankind that 

we cannot in any achieve left to our own devices.  Our 

control over life and death is non-existent, but His is 

almighty.  Thank you, Lord God, for the Resurrection of 

Your beloved Son, who offers me through the life of 

Baptism and the Church, the bliss of eternity with You!   


