
Easter Sunday (A)                                                   15th/16th April 2017 

‘A ‘little Easter’ that grows and grows!’ 

Vigil readings … Rom 6: we went into the tomb with Him … we too might live a 

new life.   Ps 117: I shall not die, I shall live and recount His deeds. 

Mt 28:1–10 He is not here, He has risen!   

Last (Friday) night, after a tiring day of fasting, along with all 

the various services for Good Friday — the Stations of the 

Cross, the ecumenical Act of Witness in the town centre, the 

solemn Passion Liturgy, and many Confessions — I rested a bit 

by watching a really inspiring (and also quite amusing!) 

programme on the BBC iPlayer about the Franciscan Friars of 

the Renewal.  If you haven’t caught it, yet, I do urge you to 

watch the programme.  This is the same congregation of friars 

who led our parish mission in Advent 2012 — inspiring men, 

truly committed to Christ and to serving Him in the poor.  The 

programme is called ‘Bronx to Bradford,’ and charts the friars’ 

work at an inner-city parish, St Patrick’s, in Bradford.  As well 

as the great work they do amongst the poor, lonely and homeless 

of Bradford, they also do street evangelization, and are working 

towards re-opening the big church of St Patrick that has not 

been used for Mass for several years now.  With the support of 

the bishop of Leeds, the culmination of the programme was the 

celebration of St Patrick’s Day in the partially re-opened church.  

Whilst it doesn’t yet mark the permanent use of the church, it 

was, for the older parishioners, a sign of the possibility of re-

opening the beloved church of their former years.  It was so 

moving to see them be able to return for a dignified Mass with 

the Bishop last month on St Patrick’s Day.  It was, as they said, 

a ‘little Easter’ for them: a ‘rising from the dead,’ a resurgence 

of their faith in God’s love in overcoming the seeming death of 

their community.   

 In a way, the first Easter was a ‘little Easter,’ too.  

When it first happened, no-one knew of it at all.  It 

happened in the dead of night, and we don’t know exactly 

what the soldiers guarding the tomb made of it, as the stone 

was rolled back and Christ came forth in glory.  The 

Gospels do not tell us what the soldiers made of it.  Perhaps 

they simply scarpered, frightened or superstitious as they 

kept guard in a place of burials.  Anyway, it only gradually 

became known — first Mary Magdalene and the other 

women at dawn on Sunday; then the first of the apostles as 

Mary gave them the message and they hurried to the empty 

tomb.  By the end of the day, with Jesus’s appearance to 

them, it was at least known to the remainder of the apostles, 

Thomas excepted.  But, still, it was only a very ‘little 



Easter,’ yet.  It would only take off once Pentecost had 

given the apostles the spiritual courage to go out and start 

the street evangelization: and then Easter would really take 

off and the Gospel message of Jesus’s Resurrection begin to 

be more widely known.  Today, of course, 2bn of the 

world’s 7bn population are Christian, and will be 

celebrating as we do today the event that changed the world, 

and has changed our own individual lives: the Resurrection.   

 Because for each one of us Easter is the centre of our 

lives.  Easter should be the very centre of our year, just as it 

is the very mid-point of the Church’s year.  May our faith 

began as a ‘little Easter,’ something small, something that 

we at first didn’t value so much … But little by little it can 

increase, grow, and take over our lives!  Please God, with 

each passing year we are taken up more and more joyfully 

into the Risen Life of Jesus in the Church.  We must make 

sure that our personal Easter is something that grows, 

because we all need that new life from the Lord.  As human 

beings we are made by, and for, the Lord; and we can have 

no life after death except with the Lord.  There is no other 

heaven than the heaven of Jesus Christ, the Son of God!  So 

we must strive on this earth to live as closely as possible to 

the Risen Lord, so as to have a chance of living with Him in 

the next life.  Resurrection just happen!  One could just 

ignore the significance of Jesus’s Life, Death, and 

Resurrection — one could just ignore God’s loving and 

saving plan for humanity: what a tragedy that would be, to 

live with no Easter, no resurrection, no ultimate meaning!  

But this is not God’s plan.  And He has revealed, quietly, 

but insistently, ever since the dark of that first ‘little Easter’ 

morning, that His plan is bold, exciting, and full of merciful 

love.  God wishes His human creation to live again the new 

life of Easter, the life that is eternal happiness.  Please God, 

even if your faith is still that ‘little Easter,’ pray on this holy 

day that He will shine His risen light into your heart, and 

allow you to rise up in 2017 in stronger, deeper, and bolder 

faith; and to share it excitedly with others, so that they also 

may know of the power of the Risen Jesus Christ, and come 

to new life in Him.   


