
Epiphany                                                                      5
th

 January 2014 

 ‘luxury and simplicity’ 

Is 60: “Nations come to your light”  Ps 71: “Before Him all kings shall fall 

prostrate” Eph 3: “pagans now share the same inheritance”  

Mt 2: Magi . . .  gifts of gold, frankincense & myrrh. 

I love it when we reach this beautiful feast of 

Epiphany, and we can move the figures of the Magi, the 

so-called “Three Kings,” into the Christmas Crib.  There is 

something exotic — and exciting — about these “wise 

men” (that’s what “Magi” means) coming to visit baby 

Jesus.  These men, perhaps court astrologers used to the 

luxuries of some eastern palace or royal retinue, are 

coming to the backwater of Bethlehem to find One they 

believe to be a new-born King.   

It is important to recognise that the Magi, even though 

they are pagans, seek this King in the heart of Israel, and by 

consulting experts in the Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament.  

The Messiah — the coming of God Himself into this world, 

God taking flesh — was not by chance in Israel.  It was planned, 

it was meant to be  … even these pagan wise men appreciate 

that.  Israel was the people God had called to be His own; Israel 

was the race descended from those whom God had guided in 

antiquity: Abraham, Isaac & Jacob … The Hebrews had 

suffered their fair share of calamity and oppression, including 

several hundred years in Egypt in slavery.  But God had great 

plans for them, that by their faithfulness to Him through the 

centuries He would bring about the most astonishing thing in 

their midst: the Messiah!  Not just any old king or warrior or 

champion, … but His very own Son!  Israel was truly chosen 

and blessed, guided and protected despite the ravages of history.  

This great people, with their God-given promises, culminates in 

the humble, but saintly figures of Mary of Nazareth, and Joseph 

“of the house & line of David.”  All of the great hopes and 

longings of Israel hinge on these two Jewish figures, betrothed 

to one another … though little did they know at first that all of 

human history hinged on their response to God’s initiative.  If 

we try to imagine ourselves into that situation, I’m sure we 

would be scared witless!  All of human salvation, God’s loving 

plan, depended on them, on their co-operation.  Yet, by simply 

loving God, humbly doing good, following His promptings, they 

make sure that God’s greatest gift, His own Son, is received 

lovingly into this world.   

Now, here are Mary & Joseph, perhaps more astonished 

than ever, to receive these exotic visitors, unexpected visitors 

from afar, from outside Israel, outside the Jewish faith.  Their 



little life, in poverty and simplicity, caring for the Christ child, is 

suddenly blown onto a world stage.  Jesus is born for the world, 

and not just for the small few, and the Magi are already the 

proof of this, at the very beginning of Jesus’s earthly life.  “All 

nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord” (Ps 71).  Clearly, 

Our Lord’s birth is the beginning of something huge!  Mary & 

Joseph continue to ponder on this great mystery, and their part 

in it, but only holiness and humility achieve what God wants to 

happen in this world.  Despite the evidence of the Magi, their 

presence and their rich gifts, yet Mary & Joseph must just 

continue their simple path of care for Jesus in their little family 

— nothing else will do: no cashing in on fame or popularity as 

guardians of this incredible child; only the deep holiness of 

nurturing Jesus in simple and loving ways.   

The Church, as foreseen in the visit of the Magi from far 

afield, has of course spread the Good News to the ends of the 

earth, and taken Jesus Christ’s message, His sacraments and 

saving person across the world.  There are 2.1bn Christians in 

the world (1.3bn of them Catholics) — and yet if we try to live 

some sort of a ‘comfortable Christianity,’ a sort-of ‘acceptable’ 

faith, accommodated to the world, assuming we have a great 

right on the world stage, then we are lost.  Just because we are 

big in numbers means nothing: we have to be small in our pride, 

humble in our attitudes, lowly in our dealings with others, whilst 

firm in our faith.  Mary & Joseph were not overawed by the 

Magi, or got grand ideas of riches or getting on in the world, 

acceptance or fame.  They continued to ponder God’s great 

humility in entering this world as a man, and try to imitate it.  

God can best bring about His plan in the world if every single 

little person making up this world tries to do His will.  Whether 

God has given you a settled life, or if you feel challenged and 

uneasy with your life, you cannot rest and sit back; we must 

each keep focussed on the little faithful things of life: our 

prayers; our weekly devotion to God in the Mass; our humble, 

daily attention to one another; our bringing up children firmly in 

their faith; our active concern for those who are poor, sick, sad 

or suffering … 

Mary & Joseph didn’t hitch a ride back to luxury with the 

Magi, did they?  They stuck at the family life of the Holy 

Family, protecting Jesus in simplicity of life.  If we too adopt a 

simplicity of life, it’s much more likely that Jesus will grow well 

in our midst, in our families, in our souls.  And we shall not lose 

sight of Him, but we shall ‘have His face shining on us always, 

and we shall be saved.’ 


