
Good Friday                                                                 18
th

 April 2014 

‘Out of the mouths of babes …’ 

Is 52–53: He was pierced through for our faults  

Ps 30: My life is in Your hands, deliver me from the hands of those who hate me. 

Heb 4; 5: During His life on earth He offered up prayer and entreaty … 

Jn 18–19: the Passion according to John. 

Last night, I read something that a Philippino-nurse friend 

had written, and posted on the internet: 

“Maundy Thursday — went to Mass and had a delightful chat 

with the kids… 

Child2: Jesus is a superstar, Mum, because He washed the feet 

of the disciples to show that He is the Master but He can also 

love and serve … 

Child1: Jesus is the true King because He is the son of God. He 

sacrificed Himself to save us from our sins. He gave us His 

body and blood. So we should be good and love one another… 

Child3: Mum, Jesus is dead on the cross because He loves all 

of us. He has nails on His hands and feet and He has a pointy 

crown and blood on His head. He is good but He is hurt. He is 

a superhero, just like spiderman … 

My kids have simply expressed their ideas of Lent; I hope that 

we all get the message loud and clear!” 

Whether we are a child, or an adult, a theologian, or the 

Pope … the message of the Cross of Christ speaks, indeed, 

‘loud and clear.’  The message is simple, the consequences 

profound.  “The Son of God has come, not to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  

The message of the Gospel is not hard.  In fact, early in his 

life, St Augustine ‘pooh-poohed’ the Gospel, because it 

was not cultured enough for him: it was expressed in 

language, he thought, that was beneath him.  Later, of 

course, he came to see otherwise, that the Lord reaches out 

to all humanity, and that no wonder the Gospel is simple 

enough for us all to grasp it.  Children too.  As I spend time 

in our Primary Schools, week by week, the desire for faith 

— the thirst for knowing God — is evident.  There is real 

faith in children that can be nurtured, protected, fanned 

into a flame … prevented from being blown out, if we take 

serious efforts to live our faith day-by-day in the home.   

 Today’s liturgy is very simple, almost bare — stark!  

But then so it should be.  The facts are simple: that despite 

sending His Son to reveal His love for us, God was 

mistreated by us in the most inhumane way possible.  The 

cruelty of His arrest, trial, and scourging, His carrying of 

the Cross, and culminating in a barbaric death — these are 



things that we cannot hide from.  It’s what we did; 

historically, it’s what we did to Jesus.  The liturgy does not 

try to hide this from us, or to clothe it in niceties.  We 

stripped the Son of God of His dignity; we stripped Him of 

His clothes; we stripped Him of His human life.  That’s 

what we did.  It’s right that the reality of this is starkly 

presented to us.  But it is not only given to us to 

contemplate our shame and bring on guilt for our sins; it is 

given to us to marvel at God’s mercy, and bring on 

gratitude … thanksgiving for the majesty of Christ’s 

humility, the bottomless well of grace and forgiveness.  We 

are not asked to look only on the Cross and see brutality 

and suffering; we are asked to look on the Cross with eyes 

of faith, and see glory and triumph.  St John, in His Gospel, 

wants this to be the main message.  Jesus repeats such 

things as, “When I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw 

all people to Myself,” and “When you have lifted up the 

Son of Man, then you shall know that I AM HE.”   

 Shining through the blood that streams down Jesus’s 

face, then, there is a gaze that remains a look of love.  And 

this is what we must focus on: the look that is of 

compassion for us, weak sinners; the look that is tender for 

us, caught up in arguments and worries; the look that is 

calling us to more fervent Christian discipleship.  We 

should not leave the church this Good Friday unchanged.  

Every Good Friday should turn our hearts that bit more 

towards Him, determined to live up to the whole Catholic 

faith, for only this makes sense of our human life.   

 Pope Francis is constantly asking us to be more open 

and evangelizing about our faith.  He speaks simply and 

encouragingly about our mission as disciples.  A Catholic 

cannot take discipleship as a neglected optional extra.  But, 

as my friend’s children prove, it’s not hard to speak of the 

Gospel message: 

He is the Master but He can also love and serve … 

He is good but He is hurt …  

He gave us His body and blood …  

He sacrificed Himself to save us from our sins …  

He is the true King because He is the son of God …  

So we should be good and love one another … 


