
2nd Sunday Lent (A)                                                     12th March 2017 

‘Listen to Him!’ 
 

Gen 12: the call of Abraham 2Tim1: He abolished death … proclaimed life 

… Mt 17: 1–9: the Transfiguration.   

 

When one visits the Holy Land, one of the loveliest places 

to go is the top of Mt Tabor, at almost 2000ft, the traditional 

site of the Transfiguration of Jesus.  It’s a very windy road 

up, and the coaches cannot get to the top.  One has to 

disembark and transfer on to minibuses for the final few 

minutes ascent on a road with multiple hairpin bends, taken 

at some speed by the regular drivers.  At the top is a lovely 

20th-c. church ‘of the Transfiguration’ built on ancient 

foundations going back centuries.  It’s an impressive spot, 

commanding a magnificent view of the surrounding Jezreel 

valley in Galilee, and when I was there in January we had a 

beautiful and peaceful afternoon Mass there in that church, 

the sunshine streaming into the stone church.  A spot truly 

to lift one’s heart and mind to God.   

Surely, this is what Our Lord took His three closest 

apostles there for, away from the others, away from the 

crowds, and to let them see something that no-one else had 

yet seen: a glimpse of His divine glory, His true nature as 

the Son of God.  He let them glimpse His divine glory to 

reassure them.  The Transfiguration, you might say, is the 

‘light at the beginning of the tunnel’ to assure disciples that 

there really will be ‘light at the end of the tunnel’ too, the 

light of the Resurrection at Easter.  The apostles will have to 

go with Jesus up to Jerusalem, to see Him opposed, 

arrested, tortured and crucified.  They needed this 

strengthening glimpse, here alone on the mountain in 

Galilee, to get them through the dark times before Easter.   

What’s the point for us? Well, we too need a glimpse 

of Jesus’s divinity in this early part of Lent. We must allow 

the Transfiguration light from the face of Jesus to shed light 

on our hearts this Lent.  This bright piercing light must 

shine right into every nook and cranny of our souls, so that 

there remain no dark parts, hidden corners of sin, in our 

lives, come Easter: so that when we stand in the Easter 

light, light of the Resurrection, light of the Paschal Candle, 

we’ll be perfectly clean in heart, not trying to hide parts of 

our lives from the Risen One.  Maybe, like the apostles, 



we’re a bit afraid of the brightness of Jesus’s divine light, 

but we needn’t be: we shouldn’t be afraid to let Him light 

up our lives, chase away all the shadows of sin.  He is love 

and mercy; and He so desires us to be totally freed from sin.   

So, this Lent we must make efforts to conduct a deep 

examination of our lives, in the light of Christ.  We began 

together, a few weeks ago, with that meditation on the 

Beatitudes.  And last Sunday we thought about those 

practices in Lent that we are taking on in order to help 

attune our lives more to the will of God, leading us 

ultimately to seek reconciliation with Him in the great 

Sacrament of Confession.  Over the coming Sundays we’ll 

have a chance to pursue a longer examination of conscience 

together.  We shall hear of three encounters which Jesus 

has, recorded in the Gospel of St John: three long passages, 

traditional Gospels for the Sundays of Lent: John chapters 4 

9 & 11 — the Samaritan woman at the well; the man born 

blind; and the raising of Lazarus.  These will urge us from 

sin to faith; from blindness to sight; from death to life.  We 

shall see that only Jesus gives us that freedom to live life to 

the full and not be burdened by our human failures.   

 But for today we must make a preliminary 

observation: and that is our necessity to be obey the 

commandments of God at all.  If we do not have that 

conviction that God — made known to us in Christ Jesus — 

is our true guide, then we will never have any reason to 

make confession when we go wrong.  If we think that we 

can decide what is right and wrong, then we will 

undoubtedly end up distancing ourselves from God.  It 

might “feel right to me” … But we may be wrong!  We 

need a true guide, and Jesus is that sure guide.  We owe 

Him perfect obedience.  When God asked Abraham to leave 

his country, he obeyed — and this was counted as blessing 

Him.  Our obedience, too, will bring blessings.  God speaks 

from the cloud on the occasion of the Transfiguration: “This 

is My Son, the Beloved.  Listen to Him!”  Again: obedience 

is called for.  And Jesus says, “Do not be afraid!”  So, let’s 

not be afraid of total obedience, of total adherence to Jesus 

and to His Church, in everything: let’s allow Him to light up 

our souls, speak to our hearts, tenderly forgive us our sins.   


