
Palm Sunday (C)                                                          20th March 2016 

‘Mercy on the Way of the Cross’ 
 

Lk 19:28–40  ‘If these keep silence, the very stones will cry out’ 

Is 50: I offered my back to those who struck me … Ps 21: Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachtani? … Phil 2: though He was in the form of God … 

Lk 22:14–23:56  The Passion according to Luke 

 What is it, for you, that stands out as Jesus goes 

through these last days? — these days of highs and lows: 

arriving joyously into Jerusalem; then soon the object of 

hatred and opposition; then celebrating the Eucharist, His 

greatest gift to the Church; plunged then into the terror of 

arrest, trial, torture and callous execution.  In all the 

emotions of His last days of life, what stands out?  Well, 

for me, the fact is, that despite the horror of His approach 

to the Cross, He still touches lovingly the lives of the 

people He encounters on the way, and He has thought for 

them!  In a way, the themes of the ‘Year of Mercy’ are 

manifested even as Jesus goes through the Passion.  Let’s 

list the ways Jesus reaches out to those around Him, 

because this points to the mercy God has for every one of 

us as we go through life: 

 Jesus challenges Peter and prays for and encourages 

him, knowing full well that he would deny Him. 

 He tries to break through in love to Judas: “Judas, are 

you going to betray the Son of man with a kiss?” 

 He heals the high priest’s servant whose ear was 

severed in the scuffle. 

 Jesus reconciles Herod & Pilate — from the day of His 

trial instead of enemies they become friends. 

 He comforts the Women of Jerusalem and turns their 

minds from His sufferings to the spiritual care of each 

other: “weep not for me …” 

 He even intercedes for His murderers — “Father, 

forgive them, they know not what they do.” 

 To the Good thief He utters those words of 

incomparable reassurance: “today you will be with me 

in paradise.” 

And only then, when He has embraced as many people as 

His earthly life could possibly manage does He turn in the 

last instant to thought for Himself and cast Himself on the 

Father, “into Your hands I commit my spirit.” 

 Jesus is with us consoling us right to the end.  The 



question for us, at the outset of Holy Week is: Will we be 

with Him to the end?  The offer is here, in our parish 

church, to take your part on every step of Jesus’s way: 

Reconciliation 11.30am/7.30pm on Monday; the Mass of 

the Last Supper 8pm on Thursday; His Passion 3pm on 

Friday; His glorious Rising 9pm on Saturday night.  How 

much are we going to make Holy Week actually holy?  If 

we really want to live as Christians, then we need to feel 

His mercy, and that means being there, being with Him.  

We have to be here, in His presence, for Him to touch us.   


