
12th Sunday (C)                                                               19th June 2016 

Amoris Laetitia ch.6 

Zech 12: They will look on the one whom they have pierced.   

Ps 62: O God you are my God for you I long         

Gal 3: all of you are one in Christ Jesus  Lk 9: 18–24: Who do you say I am?” 

I have been really energized by my ongoing reading of this 

long but lovely document of Pope Francis in Marriage and 

Family Life.  He clearly sees that families, as the basic unit 

of society, need to be healthy, so that the Church — as a 

“family of families,” as he puts it — and the world at large, 

can also be healthy, and life-giving.  So he devotes ch. 6 of 

Amoris Laetitia to an analysis of “Some Pastoral 

Perspectives” — it’s an opportunity for him to make some 

comments on how best to promote healthy marriages and 

families in the life of the Church.  Pope Francis begins with 

reflections on what he calls “the Gospel of the Family” —  

“Christian families, by the grace of the sacrament of 

matrimony, are the principal agents of the family apostolate, 

above all through ‘their joy-filled witness as domestic 

churches.’  Consequently, ‘it is important that people 

experience the Gospel of the family as a joy that fills hearts 

and lives, because in Christ we have been set free from sin, 

sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness’.” (A.L. 200) 

 

Pope Francis wants the families of the Church to be 

missionaries to our world, our culture, our society.  And the 

best way that we can do this is simply in living out our faith 

as families faithful to Jesus Christ.  He speaks of a 

collaboration of the parish faithful with their priest, so as to 

promote the very best of life in Christ.   

 Pope Francis reiterates that good marriage 

preparation really helps get couples started well on their life 

together as a new family.  He believes that the best start in 

learning about marriage is to have a good example of 

marriage and family life in one’s childhood.  The place one 

starts to learn what it means to build a good marriage, then, 

should be one’s own family of origin.  It’s an important 

reminder, that happy marriages and families breed stronger 

marriages and families for the future too.  Pope Francis 

says:  

“Learning to love someone does not happen automatically, 

nor can it be taught in a workshop just prior to the celebration 

of marriage.  For every couple, marriage preparation begins at 

birth.  What they received from their family should prepare 

them to know themselves and to make a full and definitive 

commitment.  Those best prepared for marriage are probably 

those who learned what Christian marriage is from their own 

parents, who chose each other unconditionally and daily 

renew this decision.” (A.L. 208) 

 

The Pope regrets the culture wherein Marriage is sometimes 



shunned because it is thought to be too expensive to have a 

wedding.  Young people should be helped to understand 

that the Sacrament of Marriage is the most important thing, 

not the trappings.  The Pope addresses this directly:  

“Here let me say a word to fiancés.  Have the courage to be 

different.  Don’t let yourselves get swallowed up by a society 

of consumption and empty appearances.  What is important is 

the love you share, strengthened and sanctified by grace.  You 

are capable of opting for a more modest and simple 

celebration in which love takes precedence over everything 

else.” (A.L. 212) 

And it must be remembered that marriage preparation is to 

get ready for a lifetime, not for a single wedding day!  But 

this is an ongoing learning, which needs to allow a 

deepening love and commitment as the years pass. In a 

whole section, Pope Francis develops the idea that those in 

the early years of married life need particular attention, and 

help from experienced married couples, so that they can 

learn to deepen their relationship:   

“Their gaze now has to be directed to the future that, with the 

help of God’s grace, they are daily called to build.  For this 

very reason, neither spouse can expect the other to be perfect.  

Each must set aside all illusions and accept the other as he or 

she actually is: an unfinished product, needing to grow, a 

work in progress. … The first powerful feelings of attraction 

give way to the realization that the other is now a part of my 

life.  The pleasure of belonging to one another leads to seeing 

life as a common project, putting the other’s happiness ahead 

of my own, and realizing with joy that this marriage enriches 

society. … Married life is a process of growth, in which each 

spouse is God’s means of helping the other to mature.  

Change, improvement, the flowering of the good qualities 

present in each person — all these are possible.  Each 

marriage is a kind of ‘salvation history,’ which from fragile 

beginnings — thanks to God’s gift and a creative and 

generous response on our part — grows over time into 

something precious and enduring.”  (A.L. 218, 220, 221) 

In promoting happy growth in marriages, the Pope 

particularly mentions spending quality time together as a 

couple, not allowing all other busy-ness to overrun life.  

And, crucial amongst such precious time, he recommends 

the great blessing of praying together as a couple and as a 

family.  Finally the Pope has words about the crises that will 

come in each and every marriage and family, and the need 

we have to rely on God’s grace to overcome the challenges:   

“The life of every family is marked by all kinds of crises, yet 

these are also part of its dramatic beauty.  Couples should be 

helped to realize that surmounting a crisis need not weaken 

their relationship; instead, it can improve, settle and mature 

the wine of their union.  Life together should not diminish but 

increase their contentment; every new step along the way can 

help couples find new ways to happiness.  Each crisis 

becomes an apprenticeship in growing closer together or 

learning a little more about what it means to be married.” 

(A.L. 232) 


