
13th Sunday (C)                                                               26th June 2016 

Amoris Laetitia, ch. 7 

1Kings 19: Elisha follows Elijah Ps 15: … 

Gal 5: be careful, or this liberty will provide an opening for self-indulgence.   

Lk 9:51–62: Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of  

Man has nowhere to lay His head.   

Our Lord, in the Gospel there, picks up on some of the 

challenges of being a disciple, of becoming one of His 

ardent followers.  And of course the most important people 

we are called on to spread the Gospel to, are our own 

children.  In this next chapter of Amoris Laetitia — chapter 

7 of the 9 — Pope Francis addresses some issues about the 

bringing-up of children.  It’s a sensitively-written chapter, 

and he has much good to say, to help Catholic families be 

places that are holy and happy.  The Pope jumps in 

straightaway with his desire that families be “places of 

support, guidance and directions” for our children, and he 

alerts parents to their grave responsibility in protecting their 

children from the evils that the world can present:  

“Parents need to consider what they want their children to be 

exposed to, and this necessarily means being concerned about 

who is providing their entertainment, who is entering their 

rooms through television and electronic devices, and with 

whom they are spending their free time.  Only if we devote 

time to our children, speaking of important things with 

simplicity and concern, and finding healthy ways for them to 

spend their time, will we be able to shield them from harm.” 

(A.L. 260) 

Above all, Pope urges parents to take seriously the moral 

guidance that they give their children.   “Where is their soul, 

do we really know?” he asks … “And above all, do we want 

to know?”  Where is your child’s soul?  This is a searching 

question from the Pope — is your child’s heart close to 

God, or not?  Do we know … and do we want to know?  He 

urges us to think about this question, and to address it 

carefully, gently, but constantly.   

 On the interplay of school and family, the Pope says:   

“Parents rely on schools to ensure the basic instruction of 

their children, but can never completely delegate the moral 

formation of their children to others.  … This means that 

parents, as educators, are responsible, by their affection and 

example, for instilling in their children trust and loving 

respect.  ” (A.L. 263) 

Parents, as the Church often emphasizes, are the first and 

foremost educators of their children — school does not 

replace this; and ethical education, formation in the Gospel 

and in morals, can never be just outsourced to someone else 

… it is part of the parents’ special, God-given roles, to 

educate in faith and virtues.  He speaks of the necessity of 



correcting children, finding the right ‘middle way’ — so 

that they are “lovingly corrected [and] feel cared for.”  And 

he says, “It is important to train children firmly to ask 

forgiveness and to repair the harm done to others.”  But “it 

is important that discipline does not lead to discouragement, 

but be instead a stimulus to further progress.”  But moral 

education does involve sacrifice, says Pope Francis, and this 

is something that children need to learn: “proposing small 

steps that can be understood, accepted, and appreciated.”   

 In an important passage at the heart of this chapter, 

the Pope paints a loving picture of the family.  He says:  

“The family is the first school of human values, where we 

learn the wise use of freedom.  Certain inclinations develop in 

childhood and become so deeply rooted that they remain 

throughout life, either as attractions to a particular value or a 

natural repugnance to certain ways of acting.  Many people 

think and act in a certain way because they deem it to be right 

on the basis of what they learned, as if by osmosis, from their 

earliest years: ‘That’s how I was taught.’ ‘That’s what I 

learned to do.’  In the family we can also learn to be critical 

about certain messages sent by the various media.”  (A.L. 

274) 

The Pope makes wise comments on the use of phones and 

other gadgets amongst young people, and social media, 

insisting that they be taught a regulated use of such things, 

so they do not come to be dominated by them, and learn the 

virtue of patience, not expecting to “have it all now.”  The 

Pope also sees the family as an education for life, so we are 

taught to get on with one another:  

“The family is the primary setting for socialization, since it is 

where we first learn to relate to others, to listen and share, to 

be patient and show respect, to help one another and live as 

one.  The task of education is to make us sense that the world 

and society are also our home; it trains us how to live together 

in this greater home.  In the family, we learn closeness, care 

and respect for others.” (A.L. 276)  

The Pope ends with the most important element of passing 

on the Christian faith: “we do not own the gift,” of our 

child’s faith, he says, but “its care is entrusted to us.”  He 

repeats the call of the Church that  

“children actually see that for their parents, prayer is 

something truly important.  Hence, moments of family prayer 

and acts of devotion can be more powerful for evangelization 

than any catechism class or sermon.”  (A.L.288) 

With typical sensitivity he encourages our Catholic parents:  

“Raising children calls for an orderly process of handing on 

the faith.  This is made difficult by current lifestyles, work 

schedules and the complexity of today’s world, where many 

people keep up a frenetic pace just to survive.  Even so, the 

home must continue to be the place where we learn to 

appreciate the meaning and beauty of the faith, to pray and to 

serve our neighbour.  … Faith is God’s gift, received in 

baptism, and not our own work, yet parents are the means that 

God uses for it to grow and develop.” (A.L. 287)   


