
23rd Sunday (A)                                                       9th September 2017 

‘Speaking the Truth in Love’ 

Ezek 33: warn the wicked man Ps 94: harden not your hearts 

Rom 13: love your neighbour as yourself Mt 18: winning back your brother 

 Pope Francis is this weekend in the South American 

country of Colombia, and he has made a key plank of his 

visit’s message a concerted call for peace, after 50 years of 

ongoing civil strife there, and economic polarization.  He 

has beatified two martyrs linked to the Church’s struggle 

against this violence, and he has met victims of those years 

of conflict.  Some 7 million people in Colombia are 

internally displaced — a fact we very rarely get to hear 

about.  The Church has been at the forefront of attempts at 

promoting peace, and the Pope through his visit is doing his 

very best to encourage all attempts at moving this country 

towards a new era.  “Do not be afraid of asking for 

forgiveness and offering it,” the Pope told them; “It is time 

to defuse hatred, to renounce vengeance.”  During his visit, 

rebel groups have openly expressed a plea for forgiveness 

for the years of pain they caused the people.  Please God, 

these seeds of peace will flourish and give other places in 

the world the encouragement they need to pursue peace.   

The readings of this Sunday’s Mass — particularly 

the Ezekiel reading and the Gospel — speak of 

reconciliation, and of urging the wrongdoer to return to the 

Lord.  The word of God urges this task upon us as an 

important part of the Christian life — it’s not something 

that we can simply ignore, shrug our shoulders, and suggest 

that it’s none of our business.  It’s a Christian duty — to 

witness to what God teaches is right, and to do so both with 

the authority of Christ and the love of Christ.   

This is the balancing act that is often so hard to find, 

I believe.  To express the truth — to urge others to do good, 

and dissuade them from doing what is wrong — and yet to 

do it with the love for them that means that it doesn’t come 

across as self-righteous … St Paul speaks of the whole set 

of commandments as being summed up as ‘love of 

neighbour.’  And that has always to be our guiding 

principle: “speaking the truth in love.”  Whenever we 

embark on helping our neighbour to see the truth, to do the 



good, and to avoid the evil, then we need to apply that 

principle: to be always conscious that we must do so out of 

the love for the other person, and not out of our own anger 

or feelings of righteousness.  Even so — it remains a hard 

task to get this balance right, when it’s all too easy to stray 

into accusations.   

Our Blessed Lord is always our guide in matters of 

human living.  He did teach the truth — He taught it 

sometimes fiercely, and in the face of great opposition; and 

yet He only ever did it for love of humanity and the 

individuals He addressed.  When He corrected people, He 

did so for their own good.  And we so dearly need His very 

spirit to be in our hearts as we help one another to follow 

the right path.  The closer we are to the Lord ourselves (the 

greater the grace in our hearts), the better we are likely to 

manage situations of conflict and of difference, and of 

correction.  If the spirit of peace from the Lord is uppermost 

in our hearts, then we are all the more likely to express 

ourselves well, to state the situation lovingly, and to be more 

convincing in our commitment to their own good.   

Let’s pray at this Mass for those situations where we 

know we need to be braver, and yet delicate, in bringing 

about a greater good.  Maybe there are divisions in our 

families, and there is wrongdoing that is not resolved, not 

forgiven, and is lingering.  The Lord reminds us that “where 

two or three are gathered in My name, there I am, in the 

midst of them.”  Let’s pray for each other, imploring the 

Lord’s Holy Spirit to be upon us, as we do gather here in 

His name — let’s pray that we each be more urgent, and yet 

more loving, in the ways that we convince others to follow 

the Christian life.  There is nothing more precious than to 

have a life of faith in Christ Jesus, and yet we can only 

witness to that not by coercion but by the convincing nature 

of our own lives of harmony with Christ’s teachings.   

Lord Jesus, help us win our brothers and sisters to 

Christ — help us to treat them as you would treat them, 

with a faith that is strong, and a love that is driven by Your 

Holy Spirit.   


