
27th Sun (A)                                                                 8th October 2017  
‘Love in Action III: Community & Participation’ 

Is 5: What could I have done for my vineyard that I have not done? 

Ps 79: Visit this vine and protect it. 

Phil 4: the peace of God which passeth all understanding. 

Mt 21: 33–43: the parable of the vineyard tenants. 

 The other day, at the Confirmation class, we were 

reflecting on Mark 3, and the episode when Jesus is told 

that His Mother and relations are outside waiting for Him, 

and He says to those listening, “Anyone who does the will 

of God is My brother and sister and mother.”  And then 

later in the same evening, we were watching a clip from the 

film, ‘Jesus of Nazareth,’ the crucifixion scene, when Mary 

Magdalene is wanting to draw near to the foot of the Cross.  

She says, ‘I’m one of the family,’ and Our Lady turns and 

reassures the soldiers, “Yes, She is one of the family.’   

 The Church, the people of God, Our Lord’s disciples, 

is indeed meant to be His family, as intimately bound 

together with Him as one true family.  We should care for 

one another and love one another as a family does, with Our 

Lord as the centre of this holy family, the One who ‘holds it 

all together.’  When we are baptized, we’re not baptized 

into an anonymous relationship only with Christ, we are 

baptized into the Church, His community of faithful.  So as 

baptized Christians, we are automatically concerned for one 

another, mirroring Our Lord’s intentions when He founded 

that band of 12 apostles.  The Acts of the Apostles recounts 

how the early Church lived in community:  

All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, 

as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke 

bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 

hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people. 

We cannot claim to be Christians and yet disregard 

one another; that goes totally against the faith.  God Himself 

is a community of loving persons — Father, Son & Holy 

Spirit — and we, human beings specially “made in His 

image and likeness” as we considered last week, are 

therefore also to be in community, fulfilled by the ways in 

which we act from love for one another.  As members of the 

family of the Church, we should be a model for how the 

world can live in harmony with one another, sharing one 

another’s trials, always being there for others.  We cannot 

hide away from others, even if we do not, or cannot, always 



condone what others do — there will always be those who 

do what is wrong, but that doesn’t exempt us from our 

participation in working for the common good.  We are 

called always to give of ourselves generously.   

When Jesus talks of the Last Judgment, He often 

brings in to it the question of how we treated others, or how 

we neglected to do that.  His great parable of separating the 

sheep from the goats reminds us that we are to make no 

excuses for not feeding the hungry, giving drink to the 

thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, visiting 

the sick and imprisoned. “In so far as you did not do this to 

one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me,” says 

Jesus.  This is a very strong statement of Our Lord’s … and 

calls us to be committed to — as Pope Francis puts it — 

‘getting our hands dirty, getting involved, helping to build a 

better world.’  Whether we participate and volunteer by 

doing that bit extra for our next-door neighbour, for the 

parish, for a local charity, for something greater like the 

Council or a national or international cause, … well, it 

doesn’t matter.  We’ll have different times and abilities, but 

we should all definitely be discerning whether we using the 

time God has given us on this earth for the very best, which 

includes a concern for others and for the common good, the 

good of society around us — the wider family of mankind.   

 In our own community, do we, for example, welcome 

the stranger?  There is nothing more dispiriting than going 

to a new parish, and finding that no-one speaks to one even 

after several weeks or months!  The simplest, thing, then, as 

we consider this week’s Catholic Social Teaching theme of 

‘Community’ is our commitment to being an open and 

friendly parish to newcomers.  Easy ways to get to know 

people in the parish are: coffee time after Sunday 9.15am 

Mass and after Wednesday Mass; and the Tuesday lunch 

Club which meets in the crypt weekly at 12.30pm.  Long-

standing parishioners and newcomers alike are welcome to 

these, as a way of mixing and offering community support 

to each other charitably, from a heart of faith.   

So, perhaps this week’s reflection question should be: 

Here at St Augustine’s, do we speak only to those we 

know, or do we try also speak to those we don’t know?  


