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 ‘Come and see’ 

1Sam 3: Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord Ps 39: Here I am O 

Lord, I come to do your will 1Cor 6: the body is not meant for fornication 

Jn 1: 35–42: “you are to be called ‘Cephas,’ meaning ‘Rock.’ ” 

We are hearing, of course, non-stop news stories about 

violent Islamic fundamentalism in these days.  Sadly, this 

year has already been scarred by the shootings in Paris; 

atrocities on a far greater scale in Nigeria by Boko Haram; 

and on Friday riots and the burning of churches etc. in Niger, 

and Pakistan.  Meanwhile ISIL still continues its attacks in 

Iraq and Syria.  These are worrying and sad times, and one 

wonders where it will end.   

 A friend of mine, brought up as a Muslim, lent be a 

book the other day about the history of Islam.  It’s a 

complicated history, begun in 622AD, and with an expansion 

in those first few centuries that was huge … and whilst not all 

the conquered states were forced to convert, yet the 

expansion, even whilst Mohammed was alive, was achieved 

by armed conflict.  Mohammed himself bore arms and led 

many attacks, and this is historically part of the origins of 

Islam.  So, whilst in our own day we accept that the majority 

of Muslims would be moderate, peace-loving and opposed to 

violence, yet we cannot ignore the fact that armed 

expansionism has always been part of the Muslim tradition, 

since the beginning.   

 When Pope Benedict touched on this, eight years ago, 

in an academic lecture in Germany, many in the press vilified 

him, suggesting he had made an enormous gaffe.  Yet, his 

salient point, that violence is an unacceptable dimension to 

the religious life, has become more and more relevant as the 

past few years have worn on.  Many should ‘eat their words’ 

as they reflect on what Pope Benedict said in the light of the 

ongoing jihadist violence of today!  Here is what Pope 

Benedict stated, in the contested part of his speech:   

In the seventh conversation … the emperor touches on the theme of the 

holy war. The emperor must have known that sura 2, 256 reads: "There 

is no compulsion in religion". According to the experts, this is one of 

the suras of the early period, when Mohammed was still powerless and 

under threat. But naturally the emperor also knew the instructions, 

developed later and recorded in the Qur'an, concerning holy war. … He 

addresses his interlocutor with a startling brusqueness, a brusqueness 

that we find unacceptable, on the central question about the relationship 

between religion and violence in general, saying: "Show me just what 

Mohammed brought that was new, and there you will find things only 

bad and inhumane, such as his command to spread by the sword the 

faith he preached". The emperor, after having expressed himself so 



forcefully, goes on to explain in detail the reasons why spreading the 

faith through violence is something unreasonable. Violence is 

incompatible with the nature of God and the nature of the soul. "God", 

he says, "is not pleased by blood — and not acting reasonably is 

contrary to God's nature.  Faith is born of the soul, not the body. 

Whoever would lead someone to faith needs the ability to speak well 

and to reason properly, without violence and threats… To convince a 

reasonable soul, one does not need a strong arm, or weapons of any 

kind, or any other means of threatening a person with death…” 

 

I want to contrast this with the knowledge we have of Jesus 

Christ, the true and only Son of God.  When we hear of Him 

today, near the start of John’s Gospel, we hear how He 

spread His message.  He turned round, saw two disciples of 

John’s following Him, and simply said, “what do you seek?”  

To their reply, “Rabbi, where do You stay?” He offered the 

simplest of hospitable replies: “Come and see.”  This is the 

beginning of the Church, in a way, when St Andrew and a 

friend join Jesus at His home, to listen to Him, and spend the 

rest of the day with Him.  Nothing threatening, nothing 

forced.  Simply, “Come and see.”  This is how the Son of 

God spreads His almighty and powerful Gospel, by simple 

word of mouth and conviction of the truth.  Islam could not 

begin to accept such a truth, that God would do that, would 

be incarnate, personal, and humble.  When people say, “we 

worship the same God,” of course it is true, since there is 

only one God.  But when He has revealed Himself fully in 

Jesus Christ — when He has shown His love, tenderness, 

humility, mercy in Jesus — then we cannot ignore that 6 

centuries later as Mohammed did.  Of course there is one and 

only one God, but He is not aloof and apart; He has chosen to 

come and walk this earth so as personally to gather us into 

His Kingdom.  We should reflect carefully on this key 

moment of revelation, when the Son of God begins His 

teaching ministry, in a humble dwelling, with just two 

enquirers.  In just one afternoon, St Andrew was convinced, 

and when he saw his brother later he had only this to say: 

“We have found the Christ.”   

 Let us, who have also found, or been found by, the 

Christ, imitate Him alone.  Let’s not get wound up by the 

atrocities of others; let’s stick to what we know to be true.  

That the Kingdom of God doesn’t come by the sword, but by 

patient, faithful, gentle, loving, but heartfelt conviction in the 

Cross and Resurrection — the surrender, and triumph 

achieved by Jesus without the sword.   


