
31st Sunday (C)                                                          30th October 2016 

‘All Saints’ Day & Hallowe’en’ 

Wis 11: [you] overlook men’s sins so that they can repent. 

Ps 144: The Lord is kind and full of compassion.   

2Thess 1: complete all that you have been doing, through faith.   

Lk 19: 1–10: Zacchaeus’s conversion and repentance.   

Coming up this week (Tuesday) is the great feast of ‘All 

Saints.’  The Church holds this feast in great esteem — and 

it’s a day of solemnity and of obligation, when we are 

expected, as Catholics (all of us) to get to Holy Mass.  Now, 

there are only a few holydays of obligation, apart from all 

Sundays.  Christmas Day, obviously; the feast of Our 

Lady’s Assumption in mid August; SS Peter and Paul in 

late June.  Others like Epiphany, Ascension Day, and 

Corpus Christi, have — for the time being at least — been 

transferred to Sundays.  But All Saints’ Day is one that has 

been left on its proper date, namely 1st November.  This is a 

date rooted in history, going right back to the 8thc., when 

Popes Gregory III/IV established this feast for the entire 

Church: a way of acknowledging that heaven is populated 

by so many countless souls who have loved God and lived 

and died in Him.  They are our brothers and sisters who are 

now in divine glory, eternal rest, and are at peace.   

 One problem for our keeping of this great feast, is the 

dominance in popular culture of Hallowe’en.  Now, of 

course, Hallowe’en has a Christian origin: like many 

feastdays — Christmas for example — the eve of the feast 

also has holy traditions.  Many Catholic countries celebrate 

the evening of Christmas, leading up to Midnight Mass, 

with great festivity.  So also, in times past, was All 

Hallow’s Eve (i.e. the eve of All Saints’ Day, commonly 

abbreviated to Hallowe’en) an evening of Christian 

celebration and festivity as one approached the day of the 

feast.  But that link has rather got lost, and instead there is a 

concentration, promoted by the shops, on ghosts and ghouls, 

and an unhealthy fascination with witches and other occult 

or horror themes.  I would strongly advise that those with 

children actively play down Hallowe’en, and certainly don’t 

encourage them to get fascinated by any of these 

Hallowe’en activities.  One might say that it’s only harmless 

fun, but I would disagree.  Anything that ‘softens up’ young 

minds to interest in the occult is bad news!  There is so 

much on the internet about the occult, and so much easy 



access to things of a diabolical nature, that any 

encouragement to dabble in these things, even ‘just for fun’ 

is a possible route into more serious involvement later on.  

So, best just to downplay Hallowe’en, ignore the shopfronts 

of ghoulish masks, and let it pass us by.  Better that than 

have one’s spiritual wellbeing afflicted later on by a 

deepening interest in anything which is truly demonic.   

 A quick check-list of things that as Christians we should 

avoid, since they have links to the demonic, or to paganism, 

would no doubt be helpful.  Sorry to present it just as a list of 

‘don’ts’, but it’s important to know that these things can be very 

dangerous.  So, this would include: freemasonry; consultation 

with mediums or clairvoyants; psychic nights; tarot cards; 

‘Charlie Charlie’; Reiki; Tai-Chi; yoga; any form of witchcraft 

or Satanic cult; Ouija boards.  I make no apology for listing all 

these.  Some of these may seem innocuous on the surface, but 

the deeper one gets involved, or enmeshed, the deeper one 

enters in to the demonic dimension of these practices.  They are 

not harmless; they are to be avoided by every one of us, with 

vigilance.  We have no need whatsoever to practise these things, 

so just avoid them like hell.  The Church has plenty of evidence 

for these things gradually drawing people away from the life-

giving relationship with our Lord Jesus, and more and more into 

a destructive contact with the evil one.  Just beware, and be 

vigilant, especially with your children, and protect them from 

these diabolical influences.   

 Let me make a suggestion.  Why not take the chance, this 

All Saints’ Eve, or All Saints’ Day, to make a reflection, each of 

us, on a saint?  It could be your name saint, your Confirmation 

saint, or a favourite patron saint of a place or an activity.  If you 

have children, why not take a chance this Monday evening, to 

research with them their saint’s name, or some saint’s name.  St 

Cross School in the past year has held monthly ‘Saints lunches’ 

to celebrate the children’s saints.  Why not do a similar thing, 

each of us, at home.  If you have not image of a saint in your 

house, print an image of one on a computer, and use the cards 

I’ve prepared (in the porch) which say, “St NNN, pray for us, 

bless our home, protect our family.”  And put it up where it can 

be seen and honoured.  The saints are our heavenly friends, 

intercessors, protectors.  Let’s ask their prayers to keep us from 

harm, and to keep our families safe.  And let’s make sure that 

we honour these great example of faith this Tuesday with 

coming without fail to All Saints’ Day Mass. 


