
32nd Sunday (A)                                                     12th November 2017 

‘Quite certain about those who have died’ 

Wis 6: be on the alert for her, and anxiety will quickly leave you 

Ps 62: My soul is thirsting for God  

1Thess 4: We want you to be quite certain about those who have died … 

Mt 25: 1–13: Stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour! 

We want you to be quite certain about those who 

have died, says St Paul in the 2nd reading today … and this 

verse ties in closely with our traditional Catholic devotions 

for November, the month of remembrance of the faithful 

departed.  It is so much a part of what we do, as Catholics, 

that maybe we don’t stop properly to reflect on our belief.  

But, I also “want you to be quite certain about those who 

have died.”  What death and eternity mean guides our short 

days on earth … We are bound to live our life taking 

account of the life to come.  If we had no belief in the 

afterlife, then of course we could live this life in any old 

selfish fashion, as it would all be of no consequence.  But, 

as Christians, we have the clear teaching of the Son of God 

and of His Church as to what happens after death: 

(I) If we have made deliberate choices to sin gravely, to 

neglect God and even to reject Him, and not to repent of 

these — then this is the deliberate choice of Hell, the 

absence of God.  God respects that free choice … even 

though it is a dreadful choice for damnation.   

(II) If we have lived a life marked by special devotion to God, 

and in which any sins in earlier life have been repented 

of and more than made up for by a dedicated later life of 

holiness, then we shall enjoy immediately the glorious 

presence of God in Heaven: the Church names some 

such people as ‘canonized’ saints, those whom we know 

without doubt to be in the happiness of heaven.  Apart 

from martyrs — those who have openly died for the faith 

— the Church requires evidence of their sanctity, both 

from a close analysis of their life, and from the evidence 

of some miracles attributed to their prayers.   

(III) In between these two outcomes lies that one for us who 

are trying to live a good life in accordance with the 

teaching of Christ, having often sinned and yet repented 

and confessed … but still never really moved beyond a 

certain laziness with regard to the Lord.  We, for some 

period after death, will need the purification of 

Purgatory — a time to be cleansed heart and soul of the 

remains of our earthly sins. Those in purgatory are 

assisted by our prayers.  This is why we pray for, and 



offer Masses for, the Dead (in funerals, on All Souls’ 

Day, and throughout the month of November).  But 

purgatory is a guaranteed hallway to heaven.  Purgatory 

is not some half-way house where you’re weighed up for 

heaven or hell.  Everyone in purgatory, in due course, is 

guaranteed entry into heaven, that is, to the peace and 

perpetual joy already enjoyed by the saints.  Yes, maybe 

it will a place of some pain … the pain of realising how 

much God has loved us, and how little we have loved 

Him.  Purgatory is a time we will need, and will want, so 

as to be made ready for the glorious presence of God.   

It is clearly our life’s aim to be with God for ever in heaven.  

If we keep the priority of this vision before our eyes each 

day, then we will get there, because Jesus Himself will lead 

us there.  We’re not here struggling to find out the way on 

our own.  St Thomas said to Jesus once, “We do not know 

where you are going, so how can we know the way?”  Jesus 

replied directly: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  No 

one can come to the Father except through me.”  He’s 

already given us the way to avoid straying into worse and 

worse sinfulness, and to avoid hell: it’s Himself and the 

Church He’s given us as the instrument and community of 

salvation.  We wouldn’t want to be like the foolish virgins 

in the powerful Gospel parable, stuck outside the door, 

unknown to the Lord and banished from Him when the end 

of time comes, would we?  Nor need we be.  Jesus the 

Bridegroom has made Himself known to us.  The threat of 

hell doesn’t hang over us like a dreadful possibility unless 

we let ourselves drift away from Christ’s only true way.   

 Nor need the prospect of judgment and purgatory 

frighten us … but in fact should fill us with an eager desire 

to become as close as possible to the merciful Lord here and 

now: not to ‘go to sleep’ in our faith; not to neglect the 

continual replenishing of the flame of faith by devout 

prayer, good morals, frequenting the sacraments, and 

sincere justice and charity to others … And to pray 

ourselves for the dead, that the mercy of God take them into 

their eternal rest in heaven … just as one day we will want 

others to continue to love us and pray for us when we have 

died.  So we shall stay with the Lord for ever.  With such 

thoughts as these you should comfort one another.   


