
32nd Sunday (C)                                                       6th November 2016 

‘November Devotions’ 

2Macc 7: it is for His laws that we die, to live again for ever. 

Ps 16: I shall be filled when I awake with the sight of your glory, O Lord. 

2Thess 2: —  Lk 20:27–38: He is God not of the dead, but of the living. 

 These readings that the Church has given us this 

Sunday are very much in keeping with the special nature of 

November as the month of prayer for the Holy Souls, when 

we pray especially to God for Him to forgive them their sins 

and give them peace and eternal rest in a life after death.  In 

our 1st reading, written 150yrs or so before Jesus’s day, the 

mother and her 7 sons bravely face mutilation and death 

knowing that God whose laws they keep will refashion their 

bodies in a new and better life afterwards.  But the Gospel 

recalls members of the religious party of the Sadducees, 

who didn’t believe in the resurrection, coming to mock 

Jesus’s teachings which they saw as promoting belief in 

heaven.  Jesus explains to them very clearly: “God is not 

God of the dead but of the living; for to Him all men are in 

fact alive” — so there is no slipping away into nothingness 

after death, but on the last day, a resurrection of the dead to 

new life.   

 Of course, we have one very big aid to our 

understanding which those Sadducees did not yet have: the 

bodily resurrection of Jesus.  To crown all that He said in 

teaching about life after death, Jesus proved His word to be 

true when on Easter morning He Himself was raised from 

the dead.  In His glorious risen body we begin to see what 

He has in store for us in heaven if we believe in Him.   

 This Christian faith underlies all that we do in regard 

to our concern for the dying and the deceased.  For a start, 

we honour the bodies of the terminally ill, the dying, and 

those who have died.  It starts with the way we treat the 

dying — our faith vigorously opposes the deliberate killing 

of the terminally ill, and instead promotes the very best in 

palliative care and loving accompaniment as someone 

comes towards the end of their life.  It goes totally against 

the gift of human life from God if we ever take it into our 

own hands to end another’s life — or even our own — 

unnaturally.  The dignity that we afford the body that we 

have in this life means that euthanasia is gravely wrong; it is 

not our place to put to death this body He has given us.  We 



should all be vigilant that those who are coming into the 

latter stages of their life should receive the sacraments: 

Confession and Holy Communion if their condition allows 

for it; and also the very beautiful Anointing of the Sick to 

give them strength in their suffering.   

 When death does occur, we continue to give due 

respect to the body of the deceased.  This means that we do 

not just discard it, but we continue to treat it with dignity, 

and therefore it is usual to preserve the body carefully until 

the time of the funeral.  Sometimes it is right that post-

mortem examinations have to be carried out — or are done 

with the aim of understanding an illness or disease — and 

the Church accepts this as necessary and good for the 

treatment of others in the future.  Also, the Church believes 

that organ donation is an admirable option, to give a better 

life to someone in need of a transplant; but this can only 

happen once the donor is fully, clinically dead, and then 

only with the explicit consent of the deceased (e.g. by 

carrying an organ-donor card) — consent can never be just 

presumed.  Occasionally, someone may choose to give their 

whole body “to science,” though it would still be normal 

afterwards for the body to be returned for burial.   

 Prior to the funeral, it is a pious practice to pray in 

the presence of the dead body, and so the priest will always 

be willing to attend with a family to lead prayers, e.g. at the 

undertaker’s chapel of rest.  The funeral for a Catholic 

should take place in a Catholic Church, and it is usual for 

this to take place within the Holy Mass, since this is the best 

possible prayer and the very sacrifice of Jesus offered for 

their soul.  No Catholic should be simply laid to rest with a 

quick crematorium service or graveside prayers.  So, please, 

if you have any doubts that your family might not honour 

your wish for a proper Catholic funeral Mass in church, 

then take one of the sheets by the newsletters and fill it in to 

express your desires, and file it safely with your will, or 

somewhere it will be found.  The Church still considers that 

burial is the norm for a Christian; but cremation is not 

prohibited, as long as the burning of the body is not chosen 

as a deliberate expression against our faith in the 

resurrection.  If cremation is chosen, then the Church insists 



that there is still a burial of the remains — ashes may not, 

under any circumstances be scattered, preserved, or dealt 

with in any other way than burial.  As well as leading the 

funeral rites, therefore, the priest will always come and 

accompany the act of burial of ashes with a short rite of 

prayer and blessing.   

 As Catholics we continue, long after the burial of our 

loved ones, to mourn them and pray for them.  We seek 

consolation in our sadness through the act of offering 

frequent prayers for the departed, and asking for occasional 

Masses to be offered for the repose of their souls, i.e. for 

them to be forgiven their sins and hastened out of the 

cleansing time of purgatory and into heavenly rest.  As a 

community we unite in this time of November in having 

parish Masses offered jointly for our departed friends and 

family members — a daily Mass is offered for all those 

whose names are recorded on the sheets that you have 

submitted to me for inclusion this month.  This is a 

powerful act of unity in our various bereavements, drawing 

us closer to one another in prayer, especially comforting 

those who have had deaths in more recent months.  I always 

find it a moving and deeply powerful occasion when each 

year we solemnly name the deceased of the past 12 months, 

and invite their relatives back for that special Mass — that 

will be next Saturday evening, this year, at 6.30pm.   

 Finally, it is right that we continue to honour the 

graves of our loved ones, and it is commendable that our 

local cemetery is so well cared for and beautified by the 

loving attention of many local people.  Tomorrow/today, 

then, as a mark of respect, and an act of joint prayer we will 

have our rosary for the deceased and blessing of graves: this 

will be at 3pm at the Ware Rd cemetery.   

 The Lord is Lord of the living and of the dead — “for 

to Him all men are in fact alive” — and we wish to express 

our deepest faith in the salvation that Jesus has won for us 

in His resurrection.  Let us with humble and grateful hearts, 

therefore, accompany always with prayer those dying, and 

those who have died, for they are always dear to us, and 

they are always precious to the Lord Himself, who gave 

them life in the first place.   


