
34th Sun — Christ the King (A)                            26th November 2017 

‘When did we see you …?’ 

Ezek 34: I myself will pasture my sheep Ps 22: the Lord’s my shepherd 

1Cor 15:  Christ will hand over the kingdom to the Father 

Mt 25: 31–46:  Christ on throne of glory, separating sheep and goats 

We keep this last Sunday of the Church’s year in 

celebration of Jesus Christ as Universal King.  The readings 

of the Mass paint a wonderful picture of the Lord in His 

majesty, in all sorts of different lights.  The Gospel, in 

particular, the famous parable in Mt 25 about the judgment, 

portrays Jesus, the divine Son of Man, as both King and 

Judge … capturing that essence of compassion and justice.  

We can’t imagine God as anything other than loving and 

forgiving; but at the same time we can’t imagine Him in any 

other way than also judging us — judging us perfectly out 

of that same love.   

 But hear how those who were found wanting 

responded to Jesus’s examination of their lives: “But, Lord, 

when did we see You … hungry/naked/sick …”  They make 

their excuses, … “We didn’t see You in any need” — they 

had their eyes closed to their neighbour in need.  We cannot 

afford to do that; if we wish to live lives that we can call 

‘Christian.’  I want to help you avoid the temptation to say, 

“But, Lord, when did we see you …?”  And I make 

reference to 4 things all of which are going on here right 

now — ways in which we can attend on the needs of the 

hungry, the sick, those without a home, those isolated …  

1.  First, the urgent notice in the Newsletter re helping find 

a parish family a rental property to live in.  Their 

landlord is suddenly selling up, and there is urgent need 

for a place that they can afford, whilst keeping their 

children in this area and in a local Catholic Primary 

school.  Someone in this parish is likely to know of a 

place that is currently available for them.  Get in touch 

with me a.s.a.p. if this is the case.  Please keep your ears 

close to the ground in case you hear of anywhere soon.   

2. Second, the Newsletter notice about the FoodBank.  The 

local depot is currently short of a number of items, so cast 

your eyes over that, and perhaps through Advent you 

could make extra gifts to the FoodBank collection basket 

in the church porch.  Also, see the rest of the notice about 

assisting outside 3 branches of Tesco’s in the area — 

volunteers needed for Thurs/Fri/Sat coming to help with 



a push for FoodBank donations from shoppers, promoted 

by the supermarket itself.   

3. Thirdly, again in the Newsletter, is a call for parishioners 

to come and join the new ‘Befriending’ Group.  This is 

a new parish initiative to reach out to the more isolated 

members of our locality. In particular we will need Italian 

speakers if we are also to be able to visit older Italian 

parishioners.  Training will be given at a session on 

Tuesday 5th Dec.  You can come to the training without 

yet making a commitment to joining the group.  But how 

important it is to be a community that welcomes those 

also who feel isolated and lonely in their homes.   

4. Finally, though not yet in the Newsletter, is a forthcoming 

appeal to parishioners to come forward for a simple blood 

test for compatibility for bone marrow donation.  A parish 

family is urgently trying to set up a town-centre blood 

test day to search for a match for the young father of the 

family who has blood cancer.  As soon as we have the 

details for this, we will publicize it, as it is very urgent, to 

get him some cancer treatment to try and save his life.   

Feed the Hungry, … Care for the Sick, … Welcome the 

Stranger, … Shelter the Homeless, … It is on these things 

that we shall be judged.  Let’s not claim, “Lord, when did 

we see you in such need?”  The needs are in front of us!   

 But, you know, if we don’t recognise the love of God 

in our lives in the first place, and be drawn to respond in 

love to Him and to His teaching, then we are still likely to 

shrug off our loving duties to our neighbour.  So, I urge you 

to come to the Mission in the coming days — Monday to 

Wednesday.  John Pridmore will speak to us briefly at the 

end of Mass to invite you himself.  But it is to help you 

know deep down the love of God the Father for you — and 

re-ignite that flame of faith in you — that he has come to be 

here.  So, come yourselves, bring a friend or acquaintance, 

don’t make excuses to the Lord.  Along with our care for 

the corporal needs of our neighbours, we so desperately 

need to show our neighbour the reason for the hope that is 

in us.  And that means bringing them to Christ.  Please 

listen carefully to John, later, and decide to come to the 

Mission and give these coming 3 evenings to Christ.  From 

that power, and filled with the Spirit, you can then commit 

yourself also to reaching out in love to others.     


