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‘Mine is not a Kingdom of this World’ 

Dan 7: Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven.  Ps 92: The Lord is king with 

majesty enrobed.  Apoc 1: to Him be glory & power for ever. 

Jn 19: ‘Yes, I am a king … and all who are on the side of truth listen to my voice.’ 

I would like to set side-by-side for you, the words of Jesus, 

our Lord and King, which we heard tonight / this morning, 

and the words of ISIS after their attacks on Paris a week 

ago.  ISIS used words like this, claiming to speak for God:  

“In a blessed battle whose causes of success were 

enabled by Allah, a group of believers from the soldiers 

of the Caliphate (may Allah strengthen and support it) set 

out targeting the capital of prostitution and vice, the lead 

carrier of the cross in Europe — Paris. This group of 

believers were youth who divorced the worldly life and 

advanced towards their enemy hoping to be killed for 

Allah's sake, doing so in support of His religion, His 

Prophet (blessing and peace be upon him), and His allies. 

They did so in spite of His enemies. Thus, they were 

truthful with Allah — we consider them so — and Allah 

granted victory upon their hands and cast terror into the 

hearts of the crusaders in their very own homeland.” 
 

They were the words of the Islamist terrorists last 

weekend.  Now compare those brutal and violent words 

with Our Lord’s, when He, King of kings, is hauled up 

before Pontius Pilate.  Here is what He says, responding to 

Pilate’s interrogation and threats:  

“Mine is not a kingdom of this world; if My kingdom 

were of this world, My men would have fought to 

prevent My being surrendered to the Jews. But My 

kingdom is not of this kind.” 

 

The contrast is stark.  The words of the Son of God are 

peaceful, even in the face of oppression and threat: though 

Jesus is the one on trial, yet He assumes a greater authority 

in the interrogation than Pilate himself.  The truly kingly 

words, words of power and authority, are from Jesus, not 

from the Roman governor.  Our Lord is unfazed by the 

earthly force that is Pilate; His is the kingship and His is 

the truth, and even in His sacred humanity He does not 

have to resort to threats of violence.   

 Pope Francis said, last weekend, re-iterating 

something that Pope Benedict and Pope St John Paul II said 

countless times before him: 

“The path of violence and hatred cannot resolve the 

problems of humanity, and using the name of God to 

justify this path is blasphemy.” 

 

Listening to Jesus’s gentle words, as we experience 

terrorist atrocities — in Beirut and in Mali, and not just in 

Paris — makes it hard for us to weigh up the best course of 



action against such violence.  We know that we need to 

counter the threats to innocent civilians; and we know that 

ISIS spreads who-knows-what evil also for the people of 

Iraq and Syria, especially Christians, whose churches they 

have bulldozed, and whose ancient monasteries they have 

destroyed, and whose lives they have threatened.   

 Part of the answer will always be that the kingdom 

that we seek to build on earth — Christ’s kingdom — is 

not ever going to be complete in this life.  “Mine is not a 

kingdom of this world,” says Jesus.  Ultimately, the 

fulfilment of the kingdom can only be in heaven: and so we 

seek to enter heaven by mercy and not by violence; we 

seek to peaceable and not threatening; to be loving to our 

neighbour, even our enemy, and not full of hatred or 

jealousy.  Our Lord paved the way along this path of 

Christian response to sinful atrocity; and where He our 

King has led, we His people are expected to follow.  It’s 

certainly not easy to map out a good and just response to 

violence, but we must always have the words of our King 

and Lord before us, as He deflects the threats and offers 

instead the loving sacrifice of His life: the King, offering 

His life for His people.  This is the nature of the true God; 

and yet it is an attitude that Islam generally, and certainly 

ISIS, could never comprehend: that God would give His 

life for man; that God would even think of giving His life 

for His creature.   

 Let’s look to Jesus our God for the most perfect of 

leadership and loving Kingship, as His adoring people.  

We gaze at His majesty, and we long for the perfection of 

His Kingdom in heaven, where He will rule with love, and 

there will be no admixture of sin, fear, or violence.  Let us 

learn from the Lord whilst we have our days on earth: learn 

how to put in to practice in daily life an attitude of peace 

with each other, and not of irritation, nastiness, or threat, 

even with those for whom we do not naturally have an 

affection.  Let’s adore our King’s majesty by imitation of 

His perfect love for humanity, expressed in His Cross:  

“Angels, saints, and nations, sing! / Praised be Jesus 

Christ our King! / Lord of life, earth, sky and sea, / King 

of love on Calvary.”  (from the closing hymn at Mass)  


