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‘The New Evangelization’ 

Is 8–9: land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali … 

1Cor 1: make up the differences between you … be united in your belief & practice 

Mt 4:12–23: Jesus began His preaching … 

We think of Christianity, I think, as ‘mainstream,’ don’t 

we?  Living in a country that has had Christian influence 

going right back — to Roman times, like St Alban in the 

3
rd

 century; and in Saxon times, the monks like St Aidan up 

in Northumberland, and St Augustine of Canterbury in the 

south, in the 7
th
 c. — we maybe think little about 

evangelization, about the need to spread the Gospel.  And 

yet, as we hear the Gospel, and the writings of St Paul, 

that’s what it is all about! — speaking, teaching, 

witnessing, living, telling, struggling … the Truth of who 

Jesus is, and what He is offering all humanity.   

 St Matthew reminds us in these opening words about 

Jesus’s public ministry that He began in an out-of-the-way 

place: the region of Galilee, the area occupied by the 

Jewish tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali — not the tribes 

most commonly mentioned in the bible.  Admittedly, the 

ancient trade route, the Via Maris (“Way of the Sea”) did 

run through Capernaum, as St Matthew indicates, but even 

so it was still out of the way, far away from the big centres 

of the time — Jerusalem, Alexandria, Rome.  It was in this 

backwater that “the light of the nations,” Jesus Christ, first 

began to shine His saving message.   

 What we must realise, and what the Pope has 

reminded us of in his recent document — Evangelii 

Gaudium — published a bit before Christmas, is that 

spreading this message is not a task already accomplished.  

Even though countless millions, in fact, 2bn, are counted 

Christians, yet the Gospel message needs constant 

reiteration.  We need to live the Gospel, teach it anew and 

afresh every day, every year, till the end of time.  Far too 

many have not let the message of Jesus so penetrate their 

hearts that their whole life is truly gripped by prayer and 

the desire to love the Lord in and through their everyday 

lives and tasks.  Far too many Christians are lukewarm in 

their appreciation of what it really means to set their hearts 

on the Kingdom.  The message of Our Lord should really 

be one that lights up life in a brilliant way: “on those that 



dwell in the land and shadow of death, a light has 

dawned.”  Listen to the some of the words of Pope Francis:  

2. The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by 
consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a complacent 

yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a 
blunted conscience.  Whenever our interior life becomes caught up 
in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, 

no place for the poor.  God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy 
of His love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades.  This is 
a very real danger for believers too.  Many fall prey to it, and end up 

resentful, angry and listless.  That is no way to live a dignified and 
fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit 
which has its source in the heart of the risen Christ. 

3. I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a 
renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an 
openness to letting Him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this 

unfailingly each day.  No one should think that this invitation is not 
meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the joy 
brought by the Lord”.  The Lord does not disappoint those who take 

this risk; whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to 
realize that He is already there, waiting for us with open arms.  Now 
is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let myself be deceived; in a 

thousand ways I have shunned Your love, yet here I am once more, 
to renew my covenant with You.  I need You.  Save me once again, 
Lord, take me once more into Your redeeming embrace”.  How good 

it feels to come back to Him whenever we are lost!  Let me say this 
once more: God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire 
of seeking his mercy.  Christ, who told us to forgive one another 

“seventy times seven” (Mt 18:22) has given us His example: He has 
forgiven us seventy times seven.  Time and time again He bears us 
on His shoulders.  No one can strip us of the dignity bestowed upon 

us by this boundless and unfailing love.  With a tenderness which 
never disappoints, but is always capable of restoring our joy, He 
makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start anew.  Let 

us not flee from the resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up, 

come what will.  May nothing inspire more than His life, which 

impels us onwards!  (Evangelii Gaudium nn. 2–3) 

If we are alive, aflame, with faith such as this, then 

evangelization will be the constant effect of our lives, 

calling people anew to the Gospel, to Christ, to the Church.  

I’m always struck by the fact that Jesus needed help in His 

ministry!  He did not choose to ‘go it alone,’ but asked the 

assistance of a particular group of disciples, His apostles.  

Even the Son of God — even the divine Jesus — used 

friends, collaborators, to share His message.  His example 

of seeking help is a timely reminder as we seek, through 

the funding of our Growing in Faith campaign, to be able 

to employ someone else, hopefully by the autumn: a part-

time catechist, not to take away from, or alter, any of the 

things that are going well in our parish, but to add to them, 

to re-think and be creative about all the ‘gaps,’ where 

presently little is offered.  I call on your goodwill and 

prayer as I continue over the coming weeks to invite your 

support, including your financial support, to making this 

opportunity a reality in our parish; our own chance at St 

Augustine’s of a ‘new evangelization.’   


