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 ‘Volunteering in the parish’ 

Dt 18: I will raise up a prophet … I will put words into his mouth Ps 94: 

Harden not your hearts 1Cor 7: the unmarried can devote themselves to the 

Lord’s affairs Mk 1: 21–28: He taught them with authority.   

 

In our reading of St Mark’s Gospel so far, this year, we’ve 

heard of Our Lord choosing His first followers, fishermen 

from Lake Galilee — such a small little place in the world, 

for such a great and high calling!  Before Our Lord started 

on His public ministry, He first called apostles to be with 

Him.  Before He set out on the task, He had friends, 

colleagues, helpers.  Even though He was the Son of God, 

all-powerful Son of the living God, yet He decided to have 

collaborators, those around Him who would support and 

help Him.   

 I would like to meditate on this fact today, as we 

think about the contribution that we make to our parish.  

From the very beginning, Jesus did not ‘go it alone.’  Even 

though He had the divine power to do anything and 

everything He ever wished, yet what He actually wished 

was not to impose, but to teach, to share, to inspire: so with 

infinite patience He built up His Church from small 

beginnings; the 12 apostles were the foundations stones of 

His Church and People.  The Church is always about the 

growth of the People of God, the spread of the Gospel and 

the inclusion of more and more of humanity into salvation 

in Christ.  We each have to play our part.  One or other 

apostle couldn’t have left all the work to the other eleven! 

St Paul describes beautifully in one of his letters how we 

are each a crucial part of Christ’s body; none of us can do 

without the others.  Just as a body has all its different parts, 

so also does the Church.  Our Lord has a role for each of us 

to play, and we should not presume to let others do all the 

work for us!   

 With this in mind, and accepting that every so often 

we all need a reminder and an encouragement to take on 

something new, to challenge our acceptance of the status 

quo, and simply to urge us to reach out beyond the comfort 

of our settled lives, I want to perform a little exercise next 

weekend with you.  I shall be providing cards at Mass next 

Sunday, and for a short while during Mass we will get the 

chance to fill them in.  The cards will list some elements of 



parish life where we could do with more help.  Not every 

dimension of parish life will be on the cards, as in some 

areas we have enough parishioners assisting already.  But 

there will be plenty of opportunities for you to volunteer.   

 Now, I know that not everyone will be in a position 

to offer time to do something extra.  I don’t want to make 

busy, hassled lives more stressed than they already are!  

But at the same time, as St Paul says, “God loves a cheerful 

giver.”  This is a way of giving you the chance to get more 

involved.  Sometimes it is quite hard for me to get round to 

asking individuals for more help.  Maybe some of you are 

just looking to take on something new and to assist the 

parish’s life, but are waiting to be asked.  This is your 

chance!  I feel that this is a way of reaching out to more of 

you, especially those who might be looking for a way of 

contributing that bit more.  This isn’t supposed to make 

those of you who already assist a lot to feel you should just 

take on more and more!  I don’t want this to be an exercise 

in “it’s always the same people who do everything.”  It’s 

more an outreach to others; those who have never been 

involved much in the parish, and who have a bit of time to 

be so.   

 I want this to be a positive exercise, an expression 

of our life as a living body of faith, co-operating together, 

and loving each other as a family, each one doing his/her 

part to pull together and build up our community life.  For 

us as Christians, this is not an option, but it should express 

exactly the sort of world that Christ calls for.  Our parish 

should be in miniature a model for Christian living, coming 

to each other’s help, and working for the good of all.   

 To be a disciple is to be an active agent for good, as 

Christ asks.  He didn’t call His disciples to do the 

minimum, but to work with zeal and joy for the Kingdom.  

God Himself gives the growth, but we need to co-operate 

with the opportunities He gives us.  So, please, think about 

and pray about this in the coming week, and be ready next 

weekend to be honest before God as to whether He is 

asking you to take on something new, whether large or 

small.  May the Lord send His Spirit upon us all in this 

task, and inspire a greater love for Him and His people.   


