
3rd Sunday (B)                                                            21st January 2018 

 ‘At once, they followed Him’ 

Jonah 3: Jonah preaches to Nineveh and they repent Ps 24: Lord, make me know 

your ways 1Cor 7: the world as we know it is passing away 

Mk 1: 14–20: call of first disciples 

I celebrated a friend’s wedding yesterday, and at the wedding 

lunch later I was seated on a table amongst whom was a 

friend of the bride’s mother.  She spoke often of her Catholic 

faith, quite naturally, especially with regard to the prayer 

group that she runs, and the ways in which together they like 

to share how God answers their prayers, and to give thanks 

for that.  But she was also keen to ask about the Second 

Coming of Christ.  It seemed to her important to have some 

sense of when Our Lord would return in His glory, but I tried 

to explain to her that it simply isn’t a part of what Our Lord 

has revealed to us.  God’s timescale of events in bringing this 

world and its history to an end is only known to Him: when 

the world will end is not part of revelation, the Gospel 

message.  What is key to the Gospel, instead, is always the 

urgency of conversion.   

 There is, in fact, a real urgency in all the readings 

today? Jonah was sent to Nineveh, and they lost no time in 

repenting of their sins and renouncing their evil behaviour; St 

Paul reminds the Corinthians that “time is growing short,” the 

time to start adhering to Christ and practising the faith; and in 

the Gospel Jesus is beginning His public ministry, and wastes 

no time in calling His first disciples, two pairs of brothers: 

Simon & Andrew; James & John, who follow Him 

immediately.   

 Our Lord never revealed even to the apostles the 

timescale of the Church’s life.  In the beginning, the apostles 

felt that the Second Coming was just around the corner, and it 

propelled them to evangelize vigorously in their own lifetimes 

in that first century AD.  Would that have been different, had 

they known that at least 2000yrs lay ahead of the Church?  

And perhaps thousands more even than that.  Maybe they 

would have taken things in a less committed way, a less 

generous, sacrificial way.  The Lord knows the weakness of 

our human nature, and constantly wants us to be ready, in a 

state of grace and goodness as Christians.  Yes, in each 

generation we need to have that urgency to proclaim the 

Gospel, to follow Our Lord well ourselves, and to bring others 

to Christ.  It is always a good question to ask: what if the 

world were going to end tomorrow —what would I be doing 



today?  How would I be putting my life right?  What would I 

be saying to my loved ones?  What arguments would I be 

getting over and what peace would I be making with whom?  

What sins would I be rushing to Confession to be confessed 

and forgiven?  The people of Hawaii had just such a wake-up 

call last weekend, didn’t they, when a terror alert warned 

them of an incoming missile?  It turned out to be a false 

alarm, but I’m sure that it reminded them of their need for 

readiness.  Human life is in God’s hands, and not our own, 

and we need to refer our lives to Him, and to His care.   

 If we are already living a truly committed Christian 

life, then we would not fear its end, nor for that matter the 

end of the world.  But the likelihood is that we are not living 

our Christian life with anything like the urgency that Our 

Lord, the apostles, and the prophets proclaim to us.  He called 

them at once and … they went after Him, we hear in the 

Gospel.  This is our model of discipleship — that we hear 

Christ’s voice, and we respond immediately to Him, for He is 

the Son of God.  This is not beyond us — this isn’t something 

for a bygone era, just for them and not for us.  No, this is for 

us too.  In any and every person’s daily life is the capacity to 

adhere closely to Christ Jesus.  The lady at the table yesterday 

clearly and openly witnessed to her faith, in a joyous and 

attractive way.  How refreshing that was!  How refreshing to 

hear someone speak of her life of faith and prayer — she 

wasn’t pushing it on anyone, but she was certainly making it 

plain that it was the centre of her life.   

 Let’s not sadden Our Lord by a lukewarm response to 

His love and His call.  What would He make of our life of 

faith?  Are we actually following Him, and bringing others to 

know Him?  What would His kind, loving, merciful — but 

honest — assessment be of our Christian life?  Let’s take 

courage from those first apostles.  They jumped up and 

followed Him, and they were not wrong to do so.  They 

discovered more and more, as they spent time with Him, and 

then as they spread the Gospel to the world, that they had 

done the best thing ever possible, to follow Christ and to give 

their whole lives to Him.  Nothing can fulfil us more, as 

human beings, than this.  Let us follow their example and be 

passionate about following Jesus ourselves.   


