
2nd Sunday of Easter (B)                                                  8th April 2018 

 ‘Mercy & faithfulness have met’ 

Acts 4: The whole group of believers was united, heart & soul   

Ps 117: Give thanks to the Lord for He is good  

1Jn 5: This is the victory over the world: our faith  

Jn 20: 19–31: Happy are those who have not seen, and yet believe.   

Back in the millennium year 2000 Pope John Paul II decreed 

that this Second Sunday of Easter would also be known as 

‘Divine Mercy’ Sunday.  The Polish Pope had a strong 

devotion to Sr Faustina Kowalska, who lived in the first 4 

decades of the 20th c., and who had visions of Our Lord 

committing to her the message of ‘Divine Mercy’ when she 

was a sister in a convent.  Pope John Paul II both beatified 

her and later canonized her during his long pontificate.  And 

nowadays, following on from his own death and 

canonization, the shrine of Pope John Paul, and the Divine 

Mercy shrine at St Faustina’s convent are adjacent to one 

another in Kraków, and are both very moving places to visit 

as a pilgrim, as I did in 2016.   

 Pope John Paul II wanted to emphasize the strong 

interconnections between the Resurrection of the Lord and 

His mercy upon us.  He said in 2001, on the very first 

occasion of the celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday, “Jesus 

said to St. Faustina one day: ‘Humanity will never find 

peace until it turns with trust to Divine Mercy.’  Divine 

Mercy!  This is the Easter gift that the Church receives from 

the risen Christ and offers to humanity.”  And it is true that 

the liturgy of this Second Sunday of Easter really chimes in 

with the proclamation of God’s mercy.  The Opening Prayer 

of Mass today begins: “God of everlasting Mercy, who in 

the very recurrence of the Paschal feast kindle the faith of 

the people you have made your own …” 

 The ‘Easter gift’ of Divine Mercy shines through in 

the Gospel, today.  Every year on this Sunday we have the 

Gospel passage that we have heard this evening/morning, 

recounting the 2 appearances of the risen Jesus to the 

apostles.  The most noticeable thing, surely, is that Our Lord 

does not reproach the apostles for their lack of faith, for 

their slowness, for their fears in the days preceding His 

Resurrection, especially at the time of His trial and 

Crucifixion.  He does not upbraid them for this, and His 

opening words on appearing to them are: ‘Peace be with 

you!”  His first gift to them after rising from the dead is that 



of forgiveness: first, forgiveness from Him for themselves, 

and then the gift of carrying that forgiveness of His to the 

world.  On this first encounter of the risen Lord with His 

apostles, He breathes on them the gift of the Spirit, and 

starts them on that path of proclaiming the Lord’s 

forgiveness, Divine Mercy.   

 And then, Our Lord gives us another example of this 

forgiveness in action.  St Thomas, who had doubted the 

word of the other apostles, and refused to believe the 

Resurrection, is then brought up short when faced with the 

undeniable presence of the risen Jesus before Him.  Once 

more, Our Lord does not exercise anger, frustration, or 

exasperation at Thomas: instead He merely invites him to 

see and touch for himself.  There are no words from Our 

Lord of accusation; only words of mercy and forgiveness, 

inviting Thomas once again into restored relationship with 

Himself.  The whole of the cycle of Jesus’s Resurrection 

appearances, in fact, has an aura of tenderness and 

forgiveness.  His being restored to us, after the death we had 

inflicted upon Him, has as its basis that Mercy that God 

wishes to convey.   

 So, the key to appreciating the Resurrection is not 

really the glorious miracle that it is, but it’s in sensing the 

Mercy of God that is at the basis of it.  We are so 

continually in need of forgiveness and forgiving.  The closer 

we draw to God, the keener we are to not offend Him and to 

stay out of sin.  So, whilst we might have tried hard in Lent 

to draw back from sin, to make our Confession, and to 

receive forgiveness, let’s also keep Eastertide by way of 

prolonging our good efforts in Lent.  Let’s gaze on the 

glorified and risen Lord, as St Faustina did, as she saw the 

graces of mercy pour from His side in the Sacraments of 

Baptism and the Holy Eucharist.  Let’s commit ourselves to 

bathing in that fountain of mercy often, so as to stay 

cleansed and holy.  As revealed to St Faustina, we pray: 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed 

forth for souls, and the ocean of mercy opened up for 

the whole world.  O Fount of Life, unfathomable 

Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and empty 

Yourself out upon us.  Amen.   


