
14th Sunday (B)                                                                  8th July 2018 

‘Conversion’ 

Ezek 2: they shall know there is a prophet among them. 

Ps 122: like the eyes of slaves on the hand of their lords … 

2Cor 12: ‘My grace is enough for you: my power is at its best in weakness.’ 

Mk 6:1–6: they would not accept Him. 

William Johnstone is going to speak to us today after Holy 

Communion in connection with the St Barnabas Society, a 

Fund that assists convert clergy from other Christian 

denominations when they bravely give up their livelihoods 

in their desire to become Catholics.   

 The Lord also is in the business of conversion, and its 

challenges.  At home in Nazareth, He is encountering a 

bruising rejection of His message.  Down at Lake Galilee 

He has already had many converted to the Gospel — in 

Capernaum and surrounding towns He has had hordes of 

people following Him, attentive to His teaching and 

recipients of faith-filled healing.  But here in Nazareth, they 

find fault, they make excuses — Jesus is, as the passage 

says, “amazed at their lack of faith.”  What is it that is 

stopping them hearing the life-giving message from the Son 

of God?  What is it that stops anyone from seeing that Jesus 

is the source of all good and worthy of all praise?   

 I think that the thing most often the block to 

conversion is in placing our own opinion higher than the 

Word of God.  In order to move from that place where we 

make ourselves in charge to allowing God to be in charge of 

our life, we need time and space — prayer, in other words.  

We need to let God’s holy Word, His gentle loving 

influence, call to us to be fully His Church, His people.   

 This ties in beautifully with a reminder that it’s at this 

time of year when I make an appeal to you: to discuss with those 

you know who aren’t confirmed Catholics — either, not 

baptized or not Catholic, or just not yet Confirmed — the 

possibility of exploring the faith in our parish RCIA programme 

(starting in September).  Don’t let certain worries or doubts put 

them off from coming forward to enquire.  It’s an important 

step, to make that move to opening one’s life up to the Spirit, to 

the Will of God.  How sad that in Nazareth, Our Lord’s very 

own townspeople wouldn’t open their ears and hearts to Him; 

let’s make sure that we are not like them, but are keen to bring 

more disciples to Christ.  It is our duty — all of us — to bring 

that about!  You don’t need all the answers, but you need to 

have a missionary heart.  So please have those conversations!   


