
24th Sunday (B)                                                     16th September 2018 

‘Adoremus Congress’ 

Is 50: I offered my back to those who struck me 

Ps 114: They surrounded me, the snares of death …  

James 2: I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you my good deeds. 

Mk 8: 27–35: ‘You are the Christ’ … He is destined to suffer, be rejected, killed … 

I want to tell you a bit, this weekend, about the National 

Eucharistic Congress last weekend.  Several of us from the 

parish were able to go, from the Friday through to the Sunday, in 

Liverpool, where a variety of sunshine and showers greeted us, 

but the welcome from the archbishop, the diocese, and the 

cathedral of Liverpool was warm throughout!  I was also happy 

to be able to stay as a guest at a Liverpool church with a priest 

friend of mine whom I have known for 30yrs and who studied 

with me in my year at seminary — and to share that stay with a 

group from Hull University chaplaincy accompanied by another 

seminary friend.  I think there were 11 of us for Saturday dinner!   

 The focus of the 3-day Congress was, of course, the 

Blessed Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist — seen from many 

perspectives, so that each of us present may deepen our faith the 

sacred presence of Jesus given to us by Himself in the Holy 

Mass.  In all sorts of presentations, from bishops, priests, sisters, 

laymen and women, young people too, we heard of the impact in 

the lives of Catholics of the central mystery of our faith: the Son 

of God, truly present in the Eucharist at the heart of the 

Church’s life.   

 In order to share properly with you the centrepiece of 

the 3-day Congress, I’m going to be screening the two 

addresses by Bishop Robert Barron over the next 3 or 4 

weeks, in the daytime and also in the evening.  Dates and 

times are in the Newsletter.  I really encourage you to 

attend.  Bishop Barron — an auxiliary bishop in Los 

Angeles — is a world-renowned speaker and presenter, and 

he has a huge following on the internet.  Those of you who 

some years ago came to watch with me the 10-part DVD 

series, ‘Catholicism,’ will remember him as the presenter of 

those wonderful videos.  Well, he certainly didn’t disappoint 

last Saturday when he spoke to us with such passion about 

the Mass and about living better Christian lives.  And I 

would want you also to benefit from his inspiring teaching.  

So, check the Newsletter, for the Wednesday morning dates 

after Mass, and for the two evening screenings too.   

 Interestingly, the passage in the Gospel today that we 

have heard is an event that Bp Barron has a special 



affection for. When he filmed the ‘Catholicism’ series, he 

began his long journey of exploration through the faith with 

that very scene: Jesus taking his apostles out of the 

limelight, far away from their home villages, to the remote 

pagan site at Caesarea Philippi and putting those very direct 

questions to them: “Who do people say I am? … But you, 

who do you say I am?”  Jesus wanted to see how far they 

had come in their understanding of Him, after their 

experiences of His teaching, healing, miracles … But He 

wanted them to have some space, to be honest and open 

with Him, … and in this place, they reply — the confession 

voiced by St Peter — “You are the Christ!”  They have 

come to know that He is truly the One longed-for by Israel 

through the centuries, the Messiah.  And not just any human 

messiah or prophet, but the Son of the living God, whom 

they could not have imagined previously God would have 

chosen to send into the world!  But who did! …  

 We might well imagine Our Lord calling out to us, 

here this evening/morning, from the Sacred Host, as we 

kneel here, in our retreat from busy daily life for the 

peaceful prayer of our Sunday Mass: “Who do you say I 

am? …”  We could fudge the issue, we could find all sorts 

of circumlocutions, we could hedge our bets … Or we could 

say, along with St Peter and the Apostles: “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God!”  When we gaze at the 

sacred host, and when we see the Eucharistic chalice lifted 

up for adoration at Mass, we see the same Jesus who was 

lifted up on the Cross.  Mother Teresa once said: “When 

you look at the Crucifix, you understand how much Jesus 

loved you then. When you look at the Sacred Host you 

understand how much Jesus loves you now.”  This identity: 

Jesus of Nazareth, and the Blessed Sacrament of His body 

& blood in the Mass, is totally in accordance with His very 

own teaching.  But we need to make it our own, we need to 

appreciate it interiorly, and with a passionate love.  “Who 

do you say I am?”  We need to reply, with the longing of 

souls in such need of His grace and forgiveness, “You are 

the Christ!”  Let’s make that confession of faith our prayer 

at Mass today, so that He can make Himself known to us 

ever more deeply in this most loving Sacrament of the Altar.   


