
30th Sunday (B)                                                         28th October 2018 

‘Down Jericho way’ 

Jer 31: gathering in the blind and the lame Ps 125: Deliver us, O Lord, from our 

bondage  Heb 5: Christ the high priest 

Mk 10: 46–52: his sight returned and he followed Him along the road 

I was in the Holy Land last week, with wonderful 

experiences at Nazareth, Lake Galilee, Bethlehem, and 

Jerusalem.  I didn’t have a chance to re-visit this time the 

ancient city of Jericho, down in the Jordan valley, east of 

Jerusalem, beyond the Judaean wilderness.  But I looked up 

how far below Jerusalem it is.  In Jesus’s time Jewish 

pilgrims from Galilee would typically have travelled south 

along the Jordan valley, and when they reached Jericho 

would have begun the long ascent of 20miles up to the Holy 

City of Jerusalem. It turns out it’s a climb of 1000m, and as 

they made this last effort on their pilgrimage they would 

sing the ‘psalms of ascent.’  These psalms of the pilgrims 

accompanied their joyous final day’s walking as they came 

in sight of Jerusalem, especially awesome if they 

approached the Holy City over the Mt of Olives.  “I rejoiced 

when I heard them say, ‘Let us go to God’s house,’ and now 

our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!”   

So, Jesus, in his travels back and forth from Galilee 

to Jerusalem, would often have gone by way of Jericho, 

(though we also know that he sometimes took a route via 

the land of the Samaritans, less than welcoming to Jewish 

pilgrims).  A number of incidents famous in the Gospel 

happen in Jericho, as well as its being the setting for the 

parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus’s encounter with 

Zacchaeus, a rich and fraudulent tax collector, occurred 

here — in fact there is a much-visited sycamore tree in 

Jericho today to commemorate the event.  Then there’s 

today’s Gospel passage, in which blind Bartimaeus, sitting 

by the Jericho roadside, appeals to Jesus, pleading loudly 

with Him to be healed.  It may seem on the surface that this 

is just one more of countless healings that Jesus performed 

in His ministry, but the key is that Bartimaeus having been 

healed promptly follows Jesus along the road.  He could 

not, having received his sight, simply return to an aimless 

life in Jericho.  No, having had that touch of the living God, 

having ‘seen the light,’ He is duty bound to become a 

disciple, to want to follow, adore and be with Jesus.   



This becomes even more significant when one 

realises that the very next event in the Gospel of Mark (ch. 

11) is the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Indeed, then, Our 

Lord’s time in Jericho when he heals Bartimaeus, is the 

prelude to His final ascent to the Holy City of Jerusalem.  

He is coming towards His time of Passion and death; His 

healing, His teaching, His authority, and His self-giving are 

all coming to a climax.  To be a disciple now is to be 

prepared to be associated with on who in a few short weeks 

(or even days) will be condemned and crucified.  

Bartimaeus perhaps senses this; He calls Jesus specifically 

‘Son of David’ which is to say, ‘Messiah’ / Christ.  Maybe 

this is why Bartimaeus is so eager to be healed and to 

receive His sight; He wants to follow Jesus on the road, to 

witness Jesus’s final great acts of loving sacrifice in 

Jerusalem.  He wants to be there; he wants to see these 

terrific world-changing events of Jesus’s Entry into 

Jerusalem hailed as Messiah; and His glorious Holy Week, 

Passion, and Easter.   

If we are to see the glory of Jesus shining out of these 

events of His, then we too need to have our eyes opened.  

We need to see that the most important days in the history 

of humanity, and of all creation, are those in which Our 

Lord Jesus gave Himself up for us: in the Eucharist of Holy 

Thursday, and on the Cross the day after, in Jerusalem, the 

City of David.  We can’t be appealing to the Lord for His 

healing, His blessings, and His gifts … if we are not also to 

make that commitment to following Him along the road, 

climbing towards the Cross, accepting some sacrifice.  We 

can’t just sit on the side and expect the Lord’s blessings to 

fall into our lap with nothing demanded of us.  When our 

eyes are opened, and when by His gift we see that all things 

come from Him for our wellbeing, then we must exercise 

ourselves, make that wholehearted commitment to Jesus, 

and follow Him with no turning back.  Of course Jesus 

wants to heal us of our infirmities, but He also doesn’t want 

just to see us sat still afterwards, letting Him recede into the 

distance.  His gifts, His graces, His blessing should get us 

on our feet, and hurrying to be with Him every day, close 

by, absolutely committed disciples.   


