
31st Sunday (B)                                                        4th November 2018 

‘Praying for the dead’ 

Dt 6: Shemah Israel … 

Ps 17: My God is the rock where I take refuge 

Heb 7: Christ can never lose His priesthood 

Mk 12: 28–34: One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to Him … 

It has been said, in various ways, that there is nothing 

certain in this life other than death and taxes.  I guess the 

only way to avoid taxes is to live as Robinson Crusoe on a 

desert island.  But there’s no way to escape death.  Each of 

us has to face that … Each of us has to consider our own 

death, and the death of our loved ones, at some point or 

another: sometimes with plenty of warning, and sometimes 

not.  I’m lucky so far to have lived till now only with the 

deaths of my grandparents — though 2 of them died 

relatively young — and my parents are still fit and well.  

Often I have to celebrate a funeral Mass for someone far 

younger than my parents, and naturally that causes me to 

reflect.  As a parish family, too, it’s not uncommon for us to 

comfort those whose loved ones have died young — and 

sometimes very young.   

Our coping with death, of course, is a central feature 

of a Christian faith.  In fact, to be honest, the Gospel of Our 

Lord’s death and resurrection is the only real way to 

accommodate, understand, and accept the role that our 

mortality has in human life.  No-one else in all human 

history has, or could, make sense of death other than Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   

It’s important to us, then, in the cycle of the Church’s 

year, that in the month of November we have a special 

regard for the dead, and that we offer even more keenly than 

usual prayers for their salvation.  It’s more than that we 

simply remember them — as Christians we are duty bound 

to pray for the deceased.  It’s one of the spiritual works of 

mercy, to pray not only for the living, but also for the dead.  

In fact, it is surely a great comfort to us that we are still 

joined in constant relationship of love and service for our 

loved ones who have died.  In this life we give of our love 

and service to others — and we help them in a particular 

way when they are sick or dying.  This does not suddenly 

disappear at death.  No, we continue to assist them by our 

prayers and by the offering of Holy Mass.  In order to make 

this possible for you, then, this is why I dedicate 



November’s Masses, on the whole, to the intentions of the 

Holy Souls.  This allows you to know that over the course 

of the month, some 30 Masses or so are offered for your 

departed loved ones whose name lie on the altar: they are 

not forgotten spiritually, their eternal destiny is not ignored 

by us, but instead they are prayed for, powerfully and 

effectively.  Their intentions — the forgiveness of their sins, 

and their being released from time in purgatory — is kept 

before God through the loving mercy of Jesus who died for 

us sinners.  The Mass is the most powerful possible prayer 

for the dead, and whilst we hold the deceased lovingly in 

our prayers daily, yet the offering of the special Masses for 

the Holy Souls in November gives us a special focus.   

Why is it that we need to pray for the dead at all?  

Well, I am sure myself that I will not be ready for heaven 

when I come to die.  I doubt that any of us could be said to 

be.  We all make compromises in our love for God and our 

love for neighbour, every day, and let selfishness creep in.  

At our death, it is very unlikely that we will be waltzing in 

to heaven already in a state of perfection for the glory of 

heaven.  This is why God’s people, as witnessed even in the 

latter books of the Old Testament, have prayed for the 

repose of the souls of the dead.  Just as we pray and offer 

supplications for the living, for their blessing, grace, healing 

and forgiveness, so we do for the dead.  The Church 

suffering in Purgatory is one with the Church on earth and 

with the Church (the saints) in heaven.  We are one Church, 

and are joined in constant prayer for one another.  Our 

prayer for the relief of our brothers and sisters in Purgatory 

is therefore an extension of all our prayers for one another.   

So, if you haven’t yet done so, do bring in your 

purple sheets of deceased loved ones in, so I can add them 

to those for whom we offer the November Masses, and also 

consider coming this afternoon (2pm) to pray the Rosary at 

the Ware Rd cemetery for those who are buried there, for I 

am sure that we all have many beloved family members and 

friends whose graves are there, and for whom we could very 

lovingly offer that half hour of prayer.  Lord, bring to those 

who have died the end to their purification, that they may 

rest in the peace of your love and happiness in heaven.  


