
3rd Sunday of Lent (C)                                                 24th March 2019 

‘God is Mercy’ 
 

Ex 3: I AM WHO AM Ps 102: It is He who forgives all your guilt.   

1Cor 10: The man who thinks he is safe must be careful.   

Lk 13:1–9: A man planted a fig tree in his vineyard … 

 

 Our OT reading today, on this 3rd Sunday of Lent, of 

all the events in the OT, is one of the most significant: 

perhaps the most important moment in the OT … God 

reveals Himself to Moses at Mount Horeb.  It’s the very 

start of the great events that will lead to the Exodus, the 

dramatic rescue of the people of Israel from the clutches of 

Pharaoh, king of Egypt which took place in about 1250BC.  

This moment for Moses changed all of history: God 

revealed Himself in a profoundly new way: He revealed His 

sacred name, “YHWH” = “I am who am” … and this is the 

name that is used for God throughout the OT … although it 

was so sacred a name that the Jews would always instead 

have said “The LORD” instead … and our Bible at Mass 

does the same.  But what strikes me as significant in this 

very important moment is that at a point where God could 

have imposed His majesty and glory — this is His self-

manifestation at a great point in history — in fact it is an 

episode of intense mercy.  God has revealed Himself in this 

new way to Moses because in fact He is concerned for His 

people.  They are in dire straits in Egypt, and He is 

determined to pull them out of Egypt by a manifestation of 

power and glory on behalf of His people.  He expresses an 

acute compassion for His oppressed people, the descendants 

of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  At the heart of this 

experience for Moses is mercy: for God’s greatest attribute 

is His mercy.   

 The Gospel follows this up with one of many 

parables of mercy from the Gospel of Luke. We’ll hear 

another next Sunday, and then on the 5th Sunday a dramatic 

moment in Jesus’s ministry when He establishes beyond 

any doubt, His desire to show mercy.  Here in this simple 

parable, the vineyard-tender simply pleads for ‘one more 

year’ … just one more year to give the fig tree another 

chance to bear fruit.  It’s as if Jesus were walking amongst 

us, in the vineyard of His kingdom.  Some of His people are 

producing the fruit He desires — the works of worship and 

belief in God; the love, care and compassion of others — 



but others of us in His kingdom are sadly not doing so … 

God looks down lovingly on His kingdom and wants us all 

to flourish … He doesn’t want to see any of us wither and 

die in our sins … He wants us all to flourish as human 

beings with that spark of His immortality, that divine image 

that each one of us is.  God looks down on us from on high, 

but simply desires that we grow and are beautiful in His 

sight.  He is the vineyard owner who is saddened if we are 

not bearing the fruit that He would wish of us … But here 

alongside us, amongst us, is our great advocate … the one 

who pleads for us, Jesus Christ.  “Give me one more year,” 

He cries: “Just give me one more year to work on this 

person … allow me more chances to save this one too … to 

inspire them to conversion, repentance and authentic love 

… And see if I cannot bring them along to bear a little more 

fruit.”   

 When we think of the mercy of God like this, then 

surely we are moved to let Him work better than ever in us.  

The hallmark of God — from Moses’s encounter, to the Son 

of God Himself — is His immense and life-giving mercy … 

so that we need not be scared at the failures in our life, our 

paltry achievements, our limited expression of love for Him.  

“His mercy lasts from age to age,” and draws us back to 

Him again and again.  This message of mercy is a key one 

for Lent: it means we can have confidence to come to Him 

in Confession and know that there we find mercy — we 

find gentleness and not condemnation.  As long as we are 

truly ready to give Him the chance to work in us, as long as 

we are truly open to the workings of His forgiveness, then 

we know we will bear His fruit once again. Let’s be sure 

that the good works of Lent we have begun really help us to 

examine our lives in the light of God’s love and mercy.  The 

whole point of the various strands of Lenten practice are 

meant to help us do this, and thus to lead us approach the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation with hearts desirous of a new 

holiness.  We would not want the Lord to see us deliberately 

pass by the chance to be reconciled, forgiven, and made 

clean again, would we?  (We don’t want to be that barren 

fig tree, do we?)  Let’s allow Him to work that change in us 

this Lent! — for holiness, for fruitfulness, for charity.   


