
4th Sunday of Lent (C)                                                 31st March 2019 

‘Reconciliation as homecoming’ 

Josh 5: entry into the promised land  2Cor 5: God reconciled us to Himself  

through Christ …  Lk 15: 1–3, 11–32: the prodigal son 

 What with Mothers’ Day tomorrow/today, I was 

trying to find out some of the origins of the tradition.  

Mothering Sunday seems to combine elements not only of 

honouring our mothers and the love they have given us, but 

also of honouring our mother the Church who also has care 

for us.  Church and domestic celebrations have long been 

combined like this on Laetare Sunday.  In former times, 

especially when servants found work some distance from 

their families, Mothering Sunday was that day when they 

were given the weekend off in order to return to visit their 

mothers, and to visit the church at home before Easter.   

 Many of us, perhaps will be making some journeys to 

be with mothers, and to celebrate the love which they have 

lavished on us over the years.  Coming home can be, and 

should be, a joy, if we really are welcomed into a home 

where love is the rule.  Today we hear of two happy 

homecomings: in the first reading the Hebrew people finally 

arrive in the promised land after leaving Egypt.  Their 40 

years in the desert ends as God brings them to the home 

which in His love He’d prepared for them in Israel.  

 Then, of course, in the Gospel, Jesus’s famous 

parable of the prodigal son who is welcomed home to the 

love of his father’s house despite his waste and 

waywardness.  Of all Jesus’s parables, perhaps this is one of 

the best-known.  Does it really strike us any more, or just 

wash over us?  We know what’s going to happen, and the 

interpretation is very clear — God is the loving Father who 

always welcomes us back when we have sinned.  Again, 

does this sink in any more?  But the brilliance of Jesus’s 

parables are always worth a closer look:  

(1)  For a start, it’s the son who chooses to leave the 

father, not the father abandoning the son.  And nor does he 

just go with a bit of a loan from his dad — he goes with 

half the inheritance!  This was like him saying, Dad, I wish 

you were dead, as I’d rather have your money than you!  —

—  What about us?  When we sin do we realise what we 

do?  Although everything we’ve got we received from God, 

when we sin we want to be in charge ourselves, to live as if 



He weren’t there, to disregard Him.   

(2)  Then what of feeding the pigs?  This wasn’t just a job 

which happened to be a bit unpleasant.  For Jews it was the 

lowest of the low, since pigs were considered unclean and 

he had to live with them.  ——  What of us?  To stay in our 

sins is not healthy.  The less we even think of asking 

forgiveness, the more we get bogged down in spiritual 

mediocrity.  Don’t keep putting off coming to confession 

and let the sins pile up.  Come and have them washed away! 

(3)  Jesus describes the son as suddenly “coming to his 

senses.”  He simply realises what a sorry state he’s in, and 

where the obvious solution lies: at home.  Perhaps his 

motives are a bit mixed, maybe he just wants a good meal!  

Jesus leaves it ambiguous.  ——  What about us?  Maybe 

some sorrow for our sins is a bit mixed, not totally pure.  

But nevertheless, we know what we must do.  We must 

‘come to our senses,’ and make the journey back to the 

sacrament of reconciliation. 

(4)  Perhaps the son has a certain confidence in his father’s 

forgiveness.  Nevertheless, he doesn’t just go up to his 

father dumbly; he prepares his little speech  ——  it’s by 

putting our faults into words in confession that we come to 

a healthy appreciation of what’s going wrong.  A vague 

mental idea of ‘doing better’ doesn’t amount to the same.  

(5)  One of the loveliest moments in the parable is this: that 

the father was obviously on the lookout for his son every 

day, because “while he was still a long way off He saw 

him”  ——  for us, God is wanting all the time for us to turn 

again: ‘will today be the day?’  God can’t do our sorrow for 

us; He does the forgiving the moment we come back, but 

He can’t do our turning.  The father doesn’t even let his son 

finish his words of sorrow before he lavishes love and 

forgiveness on him.  That is the truth of God’s welcoming 

us home and freeing us of our sins.   

 There’s so much more in the parable, but the message 

for Lent is clear — take the chance in the next 3weeks for 

the joyful sacrament of reconciliation.  “Be reconciled to 

God,” as St Paul says: this happy homecoming to the Father 

is what Confession is all about!  (Cf. parish leaflet on 

Reconciliation times throughout latter part of Lent …) 


