
Easter Sunday (C)                                                          21st April 2019 

‘Resurrection: the evidence is there!’ 

Vigil readings … Rom 6: we went into the tomb with Him … we too might live a 

new life.   Ps 117: I shall not die, I shall live and recount His deeds. 

Lk 24: 1–12: He is not here, He has risen. Or: Jn 20:1–9.   

 The other day there was 

launched a new website 

(https://www.shroudphotos.com/) 

making available to the public in 

digital form the whole set of high-

definition photos taken for an in-

depth study, 40yrs ago, of the 

famous Shroud of Turin.  I’ve 

never seen the shroud myself.  It 

only goes on display about every 10yrs, and it won’t be exposed 

again until 2025. Of course there are questions as to its 

authenticity, but I know that one of my theology lecturers in 

Rome, a Jesuit priest and brilliant teacher, Fr Gerry O’Collins, 

dedicates many pages in one of his books on Christology to a 

detailed analysis of the Shroud, and what it could mean.  So 

many of the details evident from the shroud regarding the 

suffering of the one whose body was wrapped in it tally with the 

particulars we know of Jesus’s Crucifixion.  And then there’s 

the question of the completely unknown way in which such an 

image can have been formed — if it were a mediaeval forgery, 

how could anyone possible have had the technology to have 

produced it, when even 21st-c. analysis can’t explain it?   

 My point is not to state that the Shroud is or isn’t Jesus’s 

actual burial cloth (though I think that it’s highly likely that it 

is), but that our Easter faith — our belief in the bodily 

Resurrection of Jesus — is based on facts, historical events, 

physical evidence.  We see this even from the very beginning, 

from the Gospel accounts, from the eye-witnesses of that Sunday 

morning.  The first news of the Resurrection is not based just on 

the women’s verbal report of an angelic message.  It is based on 

their sight of the empty tomb, the cloths lying there that had 

been used to wrap Jesus’s body and face.  It’s based on Peter’s 

(and John’s) viewing of that same burial place, going right in to 

that space, and against all their expectations, finding it without 

the body of Jesus who was buried there only the previous Friday 

evening.  And, in due course, it will be based on the physical 

evidence of their seeing Him again with their eyes, hearing Him 

again with the ears, spending time with Him, and receiving from 

Him again some further teaching.  And all this will be crowned 

with the all-surpassing witness that the apostles gave with their 

https://www.shroudphotos.com/


lives: they willingly suffered martyrdom for the sake of the truth 

of the Gospel in the risen Jesus.  The heart of their preaching 

was that Jesus, crucified and dead, had truly risen again.  They 

gave their lives for that truth.   

 When we celebrate Easter, therefore — this highpoint of 

the Church’s year, its greatest feast — we know we are doing so 

and proclaiming a truth that is central to Christianity, and which 

is also based on good and solid evidence. It’s a not a whimsical 

fancy, that “Jesus lives on in our memories” or something.  It’s 

based on the empty tomb, the body gone, the sight of Jesus risen, 

the apostles’ fearless preaching of the Resurrection.  It’s based 

on the reality of God-made-man specifically taking onto Himself 

the worst of evils and sin, even to the point of allowing that 

hatred to carry Him to brutal death, but then breaking those 

bonds of death and springing forth anew, bursting forth from 

that grave in a glorious new way.  All this was pre-planned by 

the Father, so that mankind should be able to see in Jesus what 

humanity is meant to be, when raised by God’s grace and 

forgiveness.   

 As always, what Jesus does is not for Himself, but for us.  

His life was for us; His death was for us; His Resurrection is for 

us.  Therefore we cannot just say, “Take it or leave it.”   There 

can be no fence-sitting over the question of Jesus’s being raised 

from the dead.  If it’s true — and all the evidence is there for its 

being physically, historically, literally, true — then it’s the most 

important thing to have happened in human history.  It should be 

on everyone’s lips, on everyone’s agenda, the heart of 

everyone’s life.  And it is our task, as the followers of Christ, to 

make clear this truth — true, that is, for all people — with the 

same committed faith as did the women who went to the tomb, 

the apostles, St Paul, and all those early Christians.  Our whole 

life can be guided by our Easter faith, Alleluia should be our 

perpetual song, and the aim of living without sin, with Jesus’s 

mercy, should be our perpetual aim so as to gain the 

Resurrection life in heaven with the Risen Jesus.  We cannot 

afford to live our daily life without reference to Jesus crucified 

and risen — He should be the centre of every day, therefore the 

centre of our earthly life, since there is no life beyond the grave 

that is not intrinsically linked to the Resurrected Jesus: only He 

can provide that life beyond death.  Let’s not be blinkered, let’s 

not be distracted, not be ‘too busy’; let’s not be afraid to speak 

of or show openly our faith in Jesus.  His Resurrection is the 

heart of what it means to be human — living this earthly life as 

He did, and with the hope of eternal life that only He offers.   


