
4th Sunday of Advent (A)                                       21st December 2019 

‘Scripture IV: Gospels’ 

Is 7: the maiden is with child … Ps 23:  

Rom 1: Jesus Christ our Lord, … in the order of the spirit, … Son of God 

Mt 1:18–25: Joseph takes Mary to his home.   

I’ve taken the chance over these 4 wks of Advent, to examine 

the make-up of the Holy Bible, and to make an excursion with 

you through the various types of text that we are offered in the 

lectionary for the celebration of Mass: the OT 1st reading (the 

prophet Isaiah, for example, in this season of Advent); the 

psalm, ever-present, from the 150 psalms given to us in that 

great hymn-book of Israel; the NT 2nd Reading, almost always 

from one or other of the apostolic letters, most commonly St 

Paul … and now, today, we come to the highpoint, the Gospels.  

The Liturgy of the Word highlights the Gospel in all sorts of 

ways: with the sung Alleluia (‘Praise God!’) verse; with our 

standing in respect for the Gospel text; with the carrying of the 

Gospel book in procession (OK — I do that only occasionally!); 

and with the accompaniment of candles and incense; and 

sometimes it’s sung in chant, rather than simply being recited.  

The honour we give to the Gospel reading, of course, is derived 

from its conveying the words and deeds of the Son of God 

Himself.  When we stand for the Gospel we should always take 

note, draw ourselves to attention, and with reverence make the 

signs of the cross on our forehead, lips and heart: ‘May the Lord 

touch my mind, my speech, my inner being, through these 

sacred words of the Gospel.”   

 The four Gospels differ somewhat in their approach 

to recounting the events and teaching of Our Blessed Lord, 

but not substantially.  They were all of them written down 

within a few decades of Christ’s earthly ministry: the 

earliest was either Matthew (originally written in Aramaic?) 

or Mark († 68AD); and latest was St John (completed in the 

90s AD?).  It’s only in St Matthew’s and St Luke’s Gospels 

that we have the ‘infancy narratives,’ so they are the 

Gospels that dominate this latter part of Advent and the 

Christmas season, although on Christmas morning itself we 

will have the majestic opening text of St John’s Prologue 

(Jn 1:1–14) in which he enunciates the fact that the One 

born to Mary is in fact the ‘Word of God’; the eternal Son 

of the Father, who was “with God in the beginning.”  But 

for the most part, for the details of the events leading up to 

Jesus’s birth, we have to rely on Luke and Matthew.  Whilst 

St Luke approaches these events broadly from the point of 



view of Our Lady; Matthew instead does so from St 

Joseph’s angle — and that’s what we hear today.   

 Just as Our Lady receives the request from the Angel 

Gabriel that she be the Mother of the incarnate Word — 

that’s in Luke ch. 1 — so St Matthew speaks of the angelic 

message that St Joseph receives, and which helps him to 

understand the unique mission of motherhood that his wife 

has been asked by God to undertake.  The saintly Joseph, of 

course, knows the virtues (the holiness) of Mary, and in his 

own silent way, was echoing her “Be it done unto me 

according to Thy word,” acquiescing in the great task that 

he also has been given by God: to be the head of the Holy 

Family; to be the protector of Mary and the child Jesus; and 

to give all Christian husbands and fathers a supreme 

example, i.e. to bring their family up to be centred on Jesus 

Christ.  I was wondering the other day, would the child 

Jesus have called St Joseph, “father,” even though he was 

only His legal father and guardian?  Yes, I imagine He 

would have done — this is what it meant for the Son of God 

to take flesh, and to be born into this world, and into a 

human family: to take on Himself all that is good and 

natural about human life, but without the admixture of sin 

… Yes, I imagine that God Himself did honour St Joseph 

with that affection and title, “father.”   

St Joseph, therefore, leads us beautifully to the brink 

of Christmas, but he also challenges us to live our whole 

lives with a real closeness to Jesus.  St Joseph devotes 

himself totally to the love for Jesus and Mary — and before 

any of those others who commit themselves to Christ as His 

disciples, Joseph is there showing what that means: a life 

lived with Christ at the centre, and with Christ as its 

meaning.  As we enter into this week in which we will 

celebrate Christmas, let’s make sure that Christ + Mass are 

its centre: whatever else you’re planning for the keeping of 

the birth of Our Lord, attendance at Christmas Mass has to 

be at its heart: to be with the Lord in His holy Church, 

where His Gospel is proclaimed, where his holy people have 

gathered for 2000yrs, and where His real, divine, 

sacramental presence is offered to us as the greatest 

‘present’ of all.   


