
Baptism of the Lord (A)                                            12th January 2020 

‘Baptism: gateway to the sacraments’ 

Is 42: Here is my servant whom I uphold  Ps 28: The Lord’s voice resounding o 

the waters Acts 10: God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power 

Mt 3: 13–17: Jesus was baptized and came up from the water … 

So many of us, I imagine, have little mental picture of our 

own Baptism, for the likelihood is that we were baptized 

young — just weeks or months old — and it’s right that we 

were.  It’s ideal, it’s what the Church envisages for those 

born into believing families, that we are baptized at the 

earliest opportunity, to enter into life in Christ and have the 

grace of Jesus inhabiting our souls from the youngest age.   

 But it also does mean that we have little memory of 

it, and despite its being the most significant day of our life 

after the day we were actually conceived, it’s a day we 

probably give little thought to … (Do you even know your 

Baptism date?)  For many, it’ll be when they are Confirmed 

— or more likely when they are asked to be godparents, or 

when they have children of their own — that they start to 

think again about Baptism in a systematic and serious way.  

And yet … Baptism is the key sacrament, the entry into the 

Christian life, and the gateway to the other sacraments.  Our 

Baptism should be celebrated as a moment of immense joy, 

and we should be deeply thankful that those who led us to 

Baptism — whether our parents, grandparents, or friends — 

had the faith to do so.   

 Today’s feast of the Baptism of Jesus, concluding the 

Christmas season, gives us each an opportunity to reflect on 

our own Baptism, and on those whose faith led us to the 

saving Sacrament.  Jesus’s Baptism is not, of course, for 

Himself: He is in no need spiritually for He is the Son of 

God, though in His humanity it does mark a new start, the 

beginning of His public ministry.  But His Baptism is in 

fact for us!  When the Holy Spirit descends on Him, 

dramatically, as a sign from the heavenly Father that He is 

truly God the Son, then in fact it is the waters of Baptism 

that receive that sanctification.  Baptism is no longer the 

simple ritual of penance that John had administered (the 

“baptism of water”).  Now, it involves the coming of the 

Holy Spirit Himself, given by the Father to humanity 

because of the Son’s union with the human race: it is now 

the “baptism of Spirit and fire,” the Sacrament itself!  This 



is the point of Jesus’s Baptism — this is why He insisted on 

receiving the pouring of water from John, so that in Himself 

He could transform it into something newer and greater for 

His people, a real outpouring of the Spirit!   

 Today, in a few moments, we welcome formally onto 

their programme of catechesis the children and parents of 

this year’s 1st Communion families.  It is a very fitting feast 

on which to do this, precisely because these children have 

only so far received the sacrament of Baptism, but are now 

asking to be further initiated into the Catholic life through 

the Holy Eucharist, and prior to that through receiving the 

Sacrament of Confession.  This occasion in itself recalls the 

importance of the Baptism that these children received, 

some of them 8 or so years ago; for these are the very next 

sacraments that they are able to receive.  Over these years 

they have truly enjoyed the graces of being members of 

Christ’s people — but now He would seek that they are 

united more closely through more profound gifts of His 

mercy, His love and life.  As we mark this, let’s all be 

reminded of the importance of our Catholic sacramental 

life, and hold dear to our hearts the fact that we have had 

the right people around us who have given us the example 

and prompting to know and love the Lord Jesus, and come 

to life in Him.  Our love for the Lord is expressed in a huge 

variety of ways, but accepting His great gifts — His Spirit 

in Baptism; His Body & Blood in the Eucharist; His 

forgiveness in Confession — is in large part how we unite 

ourselves with the loving Lord. The Sacraments flow with 

abundant grace from the sacred heart of Jesus … let’s bathe 

in this grace, and come to be refreshed, being made more-

peaceful and more-perfect human beings, more loving 

people simply because of Him.   


