
5th Sunday of Eastertide (A)                                           10th May 2020 

‘Marian devotion’ 
Acts 6: election of 7 deacons Ps 32: the Word of the Lord is faithful 

1Pt 2: you, the holy priesthood, … living stones making a spiritual house.   

Jn 14: 1–12: I am going now to prepare a place for you … 

I mentioned as part of my homily last week that we keep 

“May as the month of Mary,” a time of year when devotion 

to the Mother of God has a particular focus.  The rosary can 

form a lovely part of that May devotion: a simple yet 

powerful prayer, weaving together inextricably the salvation 

won by Christ and the role of His holy Mother whose faith 

meant she was there from the Annunciation, …  to the 

Crucifixion, … to Pentecost … and to her being Queen of 

Heaven.  We would normally, this afternoon, have had our 

May Procession from the Lady Chapel here in church, to the 

garden Grotto, with the recitation of the glorious mysteries 

of the Rosary and other prayers & hymns to Our Lady.  It’s 

a special part of our parish calendar, and always a beautiful 

offering of prayer to Our Blessed Mother.   

 The 5 Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary are in fact a 

great way of bringing together this devotion to Our Lady, 

and celebrating the Easter season: the Resurrection, and 

then the Ascension of Jesus; the Coming of the Holy Spirit 

at Pentecost; then, later, the Assumption of Our Lady into 

heaven, and her being crowned Queen of Heaven.  Our 

Lady was there in Jerusalem at the time of Our Lord’s 

crucifixion and resurrection; she was with the apostolic 

community when they received that outpouring of the Spirit 

from on high; and then at the end of her earthly life she 

immediately shared in the fruits of Our Lord’s resurrection 

and ascension, being borne to heaven body & soul.  And 

therefore Our Lady is naturally our most sure guide to what 

it means as a human being to fully share in life in Christ.   

 In the Gospel passage set for this 5th Sunday of 

Easter, Jesus says to us (Jn 14): “I am going now to prepare 

a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared for you 

a place, I shall return to take you with Me, so that where I 

am, you may be too.” (v. 3).  Maybe it helps to think of this, 

firstly, as addressed to Mary herself: “… I shall return to 

take you with Me, so that where I am, you may be too.”  

Yes, Mary belongs, before any of us, in the joys of heavenly 

bliss, the life of the resurrection, for her love and 

https://www.catholiccompany.com/content/glorious-mysteries-of-the-rosary


commitment to Christ were perfect.  But her being in 

heaven demonstrates just what Our Lord would intend for 

all humanity if we also commit ourselves to Christ.  Praying 

the Rosary — especially at this time of year the Glorious 

Mysteries — reminds us that with Our Lady’s help, we can 

align ourselves with God’s intended holy destiny for us.  By 

meditating on the incomparable event of the Resurrection; 

by gazing at Jesus ascended back to the Father; by receiving 

and asking again and again for the Holy Spirit’s anointing 

with spiritual gifts; by longing for heaven ourselves; by 

invoking the prayers of the communion of saints, and in 

particular the Queen of all Saints, we are better focussed on 

what a human life is really all about.  This is the power of 

the rosary, it situates our individual lives in the great picture 

that God has already painted, and which is a masterpiece, if 

only we knew it!  Mary’s life, culminating in her being 

assumed into heaven to share fully in the Resurrection, 

shows us that this is true … True for her, and therefore can 

be true for us too.  It is not make-believe, myth or fairytale!  

Our Lord’s sacrifice, victory, and return to the Father have 

showered blessings from on high, and Mary shows that this 

is so.  When she has offered messages in various visions 

and apparitions down the centuries, she has always 

reinforced the Christian message of absolute commitment to 

Her divine Son — Mary always, and only ever, leads us to 

greater faith and closeness to Our Lord.   

 This week, on Wednesday, it’s the special Marian 

feast of Our Lady of Fatima. 103 years ago, at the height of 

WW I, she appeared to three lowly shepherd children on a 

remote Portugal hillside.  Her message to these 3 little 

children is her message to all humanity: Prayer, … 

Penance, … Peace … As we come towards the heart of this 

month of May, let’s allow Wednesday’s feast to give focus 

to our Marian prayer — let’s offer Mary this gift of praying 

the rosary, daily if possible; let’s accept the penance of our 

current civic restrictions with patience as a generous, 

offering of our hearts; and let’s strive for peace, beginning 

with those we live with.  We implore Mary’s prayers to 

boost our own feeble prayers, and keep us faithful to Christ, 

“the Way, the Truth & the Life.”  Hail Holy Queen …  
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