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YEAR C                                  FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT                 30TH MARCH 2025 
Gospel: Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

Your brother was dead, and is alive. 

Today’s gospel is the parable of the 
Prodigal Son. A younger son asks his 
father for his share of the estate and 
then proceeds to waste it, before coming 
to his senses and returning to ask 
forgiveness from his father. The 
division of property took place usually 
after death, so in asking for his share 
before his father has died, is as much as 
wishing his father dead. He leaves the 
family home, and he proceeds to make 
his own way in life, but in so doing 
squanders his wealth in reckless living, 
and eventually hits rock bottom. His 
situation is desperate. He becomes a 
hired worker, with less protection than 
a slave, and ends up in starvation. Even the ‘unclean’ pigs that he tends are better off. We are told that eventually ‘he came to 
himself’, or in other translations, that ‘he came to his senses’. This is a strange phrase in his case, considering that it was his 
unbridled senses which had led him astray. His concern was to feed his sensual appetite, rather than to live virtuously. Our 
senses are gifted to help us to live not die, but if not informed and restrained, they lead us hopelessly into vice and destruction. 
The prodigal son is a picture of what our unconverted self does to each and every one of us, when we prefer our own will to 
the true riches of our Father’s presence. Yet God gives us the freedom to make mistakes, and in his love always seeks our 
return to the innocence we have lost. He endlessly searches and looks out for us, just like the father in the parable. However, 
we miss the larger point of the parable if we concentrate on the one son. It should be more truthfully called the parable of the 
two sons. If the younger son treats his father with contempt, so does the elder. Full of anger at his father’s exuberant generosity 
towards his repentant brother, he never calls him, ‘father’ or his brother, brother, but this ‘son of yours’. He keeps his father out 
of his circle of friends. They are ‘my friends’. Moreover, although his position is privileged and assured as the elder son (he 
would inherit more than his brother and has received his share at the division of the property, and by being at home, in some 
respects already possesses its benefits) his relationship with his father is not based on love, but on grudging servility and 
reluctant duty (‘look these many years I have served you and I never disobeyed you’). He impugns his brother’s reputation and 
exhibits none of his repentance. The younger brother felt so unworthy on his return, that he asked his father to treat him rather 
as a hired servant. In order to understand the parable more deeply we must consider its backdrop. The religious leaders were 
complaining that Jesus was consorting and eating with ‘with tax-collectors and sinners.’  Their attitude smacked of the 
unforgiving, unwelcoming self-righteous attitude of the elder brother towards his repentant brother. As if to drive home the 
point even further, Jesus deliberately uses the word presbuteros for the ‘elder’ brother, the same word used for the religious 
‘elders’ of the people. They had a privileged position in their Father’s house, yet they kept its blessings to themselves and shut 
others out from the kingdom of God. They had received God’s mercy but couldn’t extend it to others who were turning in 
repentance to Jesus. The parable of the Prodigal Son is really the Parable of the Prodigal Father, who shows lavish merciful 
love towards those whom he loves. The father’s invitation to the elder son is to share in the celebration of his mercy. Pope 
Francis reminds us that the parable says nothing of how the elder son acted. Did he join the party? We can imagine that this open 
ending is meant to be written by each individual and community. We can complete it by the way we live, the way we regard others, and 
how we treat our neighbour’.                                                                                                                                                                Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 4th 
April at 7pm.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ 
leaflets are available beside the newsletters at the 
back of church, if you wish to complete one. Please 
hand the completed copy into the presbytery.  
 

ANTONIA CASTIGLIONE of New Road died 
recently. Her Requiem will be on Tuesday 1st April at 

11am with Don Antonio.  
 

PAULINE WHELEHAN died recently. Her Requiem 
Mass will be on Wednesday 9th April at 12 noon.  
 

FRANCO GULISANO of Howfield Green died 
recently. Details of his funeral will follow in due 
course. 
 

TONY MCCARTHY of Admirals Walk died 
recently.  Details of his funeral will follow in due 
course.                                            May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Tony McCarthy, Franco Gulisano, Molly 
Green, Antonia Castiglione and Pauline Whelehan 
and for all those whose anniversaries occur at this 
time including Baby Angelina Rodia, Maria Di 
Stefano, Antonino Martorana, Antonino Cuffaro, 
Salvatore Russo, Rocchina Tedesco, Rosalia 
Castagna, Esther Blake, Margaret Delaney, Ellen 
Higgins, Vincenzo Vasile, Rosa Leto, Robert 
Copuroglu, Nicholas Lamb, Luciano Ricotta, Gaetano 
Chiazza, Eugene Martin, David Charles-Edwards, 
Maria Randazzo, Girolamo Abello, Bridget Newson, 
Michaela Cantwell, Giuseppa Provenzano and 
Christy Hannon. May their souls and the souls of al the 
faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

 
HOLY HOUR of prayer for the 
protection of life will be held next 
Sunday, 6th April from 3-4pm.  

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL:  Let us pray that 
the use of the new technologies will not replace 
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the 
person, and will help us face the crises of our times. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 13th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 30th March.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 3rd 

April at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE will be held on Sunday 

27th April, 18th May and 15th June from 7-8pm in 
church. 
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE DAY will be 
held on Thursday 15th May and 
the coach will leave at 9am. The 
price of the coach is £17.50 and you 
can either bring a packed lunch or 
buy lunch there. If you would like to go, please 
complete the tear off slip and return it to the 
presbytery with the £17.50. There are now only 19 
spaces left on the coach. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: 12 
volunteers, male or female, are needed 
to have their feet washed. If you can 
take part, please sign your name on the 

list at the back of the church. During the Mass, there 
will also be a Rite of Re-commissioning and 
commissioning for the Ministers of Holy 
Communion, so if you are a Minister, please attend 
the Mass at 8pm.  

MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION, READERS 
& ALTAR SERVERS: If you can assist at any of the 
services of Holy Week, please sign your name on the 
lists on the notice board in the porch, beside the 
foodbank. 

EASTER VIGIL:  Please pray for Becky Twiggins and 
James Wood who will be received and confirmed, 
Robert Holmes, Laura Devanny and Louis Cadman 
who will be baptized and confirmed and Daisy 
Homes who will be confirmed. 

 
LENT 

 

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be 
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent 
during Exposition 6-7pm. 
 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal 2025: This Holy Year invites us to 
be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Your contributions 
will help fund vital projects across our 
Diocese, including Youth & Evangelisation, Social 
Action, Marriage & Family Life, and Catholic 
Education Initiatives. You will find the box 
throughout Lent in the church. Thank you for your 
kindness and support. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on 
Monday 14th April at 11.30am and Tuesday 15th 
April at 7.30pm. The Confirmation candidates will 
have their Penitential Service on Monday 14th April at 
7.30pm.  

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 



IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will continue on Tuesday 

1st April at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The next meeting will be held in the crypt on Monday 

7th April at 7pm. Sponsor forms have now been 
emailed to parents. If you did not receive the email, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 6th April at 5pm in the church.   

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

BROXBOURNE FOODBANK is in urgent need of 
tinned meat, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, rice, 
pasta, cereals and UHT milk. Donations can be left in 
the foodbank box at the back of church.  
 

CAFOD LENT FAST DAY appeal came to £701.69.  
Thank you to everyone who donated. 
 

BROWNIES will be holding a leaving party for 
Brown Owl on Wednesday 2nd April from 6pm in the 
crypt.  Tea and cakes will be served and all are 
welcome.  
 

SINGING SPRING CELEBRATION which will be 
held on Saturday 26th April from 2-3pm in the 
church.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 24th April at 2pm. 
 

MISSIO AND MILL HILL 
MISSIONARIES require a volunteer for our 
parish to be the Local Secretary to look after 
the Red Box members. More information 
at missio.org.uk. Please make yourself known to Fr 
Julian who will contact Missio to get you started. 
 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY will be holding a Spring 
Concert on Sat 5th April at 7.30pm at the Drill Hall, 
Ware. The programme to include Vivaldi, Gloria and 
McDowall, Magnificat. Tickets £15 & can be 

purchased from Theresa Casbard 07742022223 or 
Anne Byrne 467097. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni 
Iamarino, Penny Benge and Amelia De La Luna. 
Thank you for your help.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 

 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: Boxes of 
envelopes for the new financial year 
are available from the back of the 

church from this weekend. If you would like to start 
donating through the envelopes/standing orders, 
forms will be available beside the boxes. Gift Aid can 
increase every eligible donation by 25% (25p on every 
£1 donated) at no extra cost to parishioners or the 
church.  
 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 15th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….….. 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £17.50 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 29th March  
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of Cross  
10am Mass Giuseppina Gibilaro RIP anniv 
 

Page 222 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 168 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Joshua 5: 9a-12 
The people of God entered the promised land and there 
kept the Passover. 
 

Ps 34 — Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21 
God who through Christ reconciled us to himself. 

 
Gospel Accl. Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you.’ Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus. 
 
Gospel:  Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 
Your brother was dead, and is alive  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 43: 16-21 
2nd Reading: Philippians 3: 8-14 
Gospel: John 8: 1-11 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 30th March FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass   Private intention  
11.15am Mass Christy Hannon RIP 

Mon 31st March  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Vincent Byrne RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 1st April  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Ernesto Ramon Colina Davila RIP 
11am Requiem Mass Antonia Castiglione RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 2nd April St Francis of Paola 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Feni & Dante Necchi-Ghiri RIP followed by 
coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 3rd April St Richard of Chichester 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament    
8am Mass Maria’s intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 4th April St Isidore, Bishop  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Justina Ogbodu’s intentions 
12.30pm Stations of the Cross  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Private intention 
 

Saturday 5th April St Vincent Ferrer, Priest 
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of Cross 10am Mass Pauline Whelehan RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Carlo Ferraro RIP  
 

Sun 6th April FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Antonino & Giuseppa Cannatella RIP 
3-4pm Holy Hour  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 1st         1pm Lunch club  
Tues 1st        2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 

Tues 1st        7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 2nd        6pm Brownies, crypt  
Thurs 3rd       7.30pm prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery 
letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i 
questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati 
depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


