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YEAR C                                          PALM SUNDAY                  13TH APRIL 2025 
Gospel: Behold the Man 

Running throughout human history is the sorry tale of man’s 
inhumanity to man. It is our history. Animals kill for their prey, 
but we alone kill for our passions. Cain’s unbridled jealousy and 
anger caused the disintegration of his character resulting in the 
murder of his brother. Abel’s blood cries out for vengeance, but 
vengeance begets further acts of violence. Our earth is saturated 
with innocent and guilty blood. And it is not just an issue of blood 
spilt. We manifest our inhumanity towards others by ignoring 
their existence, by stigmatising them, by ostracising them, by 
exploiting them, by persecuting them, by hating them. Aren’t we 
all made in God’s image? Aren’t we all the offspring of God, as St 
Paul says? What does it mean to be truly human? When I see 
another, do I see my brother or sister, or an o bject of my curiosity 
or a faceless number? Can I recognise, in the faces of those 
massacred by terror on land and from the skies, or crushed by the 
tremors of the earth, a father or mother, son or daughter, that 
shared love and food, delighted in simple things and longed for 
life. I am diminished by the death of another. I am impoverished 
in the poverty of others, famished by their hunger and parched by their thirst. Isolationism is not an option. I might say I 
haven’t harmed anyone, but have I done any good to the human family crying out in need?  What does one more death have 
to say about the human condition? Faced with the death of millions throughout the centuries, why should we be concerned 
about the death of a condemned criminal on a cross two thousand years ago, in an isolated backwater of the Roman Empire? 
Isn’t Jesus merely one among many who has suffered a similar fate. The landscape of Galilee and Judea was littered with the 
crosses of the condemned. Yet his death was different, different in extent and purpose. His blood is no ordinary blood. From 
eternity, it was God’s purpose to restore humanity through His Son’s sacrifice upon the cross. Jesus is the lamb slain from 
before the creation of the world. His suffering was no ordinary suffering. His body absorbed the sins of the entire human race. 
He has tasted death for all without distinction. When I am lifted up Jesus says I shall draw all men to me. All are implicated 
in his death. The whole of humanity, indeed the whole of the cosmos, has an interest in Good Friday. In the history of 
humanity, the events of Holy Week run like a fault line, inviting us to search our consciences and to take a stand for or against 
the one who suffers. We will be confronted by the fickleness of popularity, the hunger of greed, the duplicity of power, the 
coldness of indifference, the betrayal of trust, the timidity of cowardice, the desertion of friends, the corruption of justice, the 
depravity of cruelty, the blindness of unbelief and the hypocrisy of false religion. During this week two men are on trial. One 
is Jesus, the other is ourselves. Will we side with the Old Adam or the new Adam? The old Adam is what we have made of 
ourselves and our world, a graduation of destruction and death. The new Adam, in Christ, is what we become if we ally 
ourselves with him. He shows us what Man is meant to be. Pilate confronted by the predicament of Jesus proclaimed to the 
world, Behold the Man, Ecco Homo. To recognise Jesus for who he is and to stand with him is to stand not just with God but 
with all that fosters true humanity. The first Adam was condemned in his sin, and it reverberates throughout our history. 
Jesus, the second Adam was condemned not in his own sin, for he had none, but in our sin. He took the penalty, the price that 
we could not pay but which sets us free. At the foot of the cross issues forth a new humanity, fashioned out of his living water 
and blood, redeemed from the poison of sin and the sentence of judgement. Only in accepting his death as our death, the 
death of our selfish natures, is there hope for our world. His blood, unlike Abel’s, doesn’t plead for vengeance but for life. 
The redemption, restitution, reparation, restoration and renewal of the human race. As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. In Christ.                                                                                                                                                                  Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
will take place from 6-6.45pm on Monday evening, 

due to the Confirmation meeting.  
 
MASS on Tuesday morning will be at 8.30am 
instead of 9.15am. Exposition will be at 8am. 
 

FRANCO GULISANO of Howfield Green died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 29th April 

at 11am.                                               May he rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Tony McCarthy and Franco Gulisano and 
for all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Peter Tanner, John Connors, Caterina Lo 
Monaco, Eugenio Morreale, Carlo Ferraro, Rosario 
Quartararo, James Hussey, Elia Peduto, Antonio 
Minichiello, Antony Willis, Keith Walters, Mary 
Perllman, Giuseppe Conti, Enrico Rega, John 
Dempsey, Eileen Willing, Francesco Bondi, Bill 
Anthony, Francesca Comparetto and Joan Molloy. 
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR 
APRIL:  Let us pray that the use 
of the new technologies will not 
replace human relationships, 
will respect the dignity of the 
person, and will help us face the 

crises of our times. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 13th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 11th May.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 1st 

May at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE will be held on Sunday 

27th April, 18th May and 15th June from 7-8pm in 
church. 
 

TRIP TO ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE, Much 
Hadham on Wednesday 30th April.  Pauline Meaney, 
one of our congregation and Lay Chaplain there has 
invited us to see the site and grounds. We will arrive 
at 2pm with time for tea and Adoration in the Chapel, 
leaving at 4.30pm.  If you are interested in going, 
please contact the presbytery, so that we can organise 
transport. 
 
MAY PROCESSION will be held after the 
9.15am Mass on Tuesday 13th May, the feast 
of Our Lady of Fatima.   
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE will be held 
on Thursday 15th May and the coach will leave at 
9am. Please note that the coach is now full. You can 
either bring a packed lunch or buy lunch there. We 
aim to leave Aylesford at 4pm.  
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S 
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead 
a Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on 
Saturday 12th July. The day will 
commence with Mass in the ground at 
12 noon. Further information will be 
available soon.  

 

LENT 
 

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be 
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent 
during Exposition 6-7pm. 
 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal 2025: This Holy Year invites us to 
be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Your contributions 
will help fund vital projects across our 
Diocese, including Youth & Evangelisation, Social 
Action, Marriage & Family Life, and Catholic 
Education Initiatives. You will find the box 
throughout Lent in the church. Thank you for your 
kindness and support. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on 
Monday 14th April at 11.30am and Tuesday 15th 
April at 7.30pm. The Confirmation candidates will 
have their own Penitential Service on Monday 14th 
April at 7.00pm.  

HOLY WEEK 

HOLY WEEK — advanced notice of 
times: 

 

Tuesday 15th April CHRISM MASS at 
Westminster Cathedral at 12 noon.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  17th April 
8.30am Exposition           
9.15am-9.45am Confessions  
7-7.30pm Confessions 
8pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
9.30pm–Midnight: Prayer at Altar of Repose.   
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 18th April  
9.00am Morning Prayer    
9.30am-10.30am Confessions  
(11am Churches Together Witness at clock tower) 
12-3pm Silent Prayer before the Cross 
3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
7.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 

HOLY SATURDAY: 19th April  
9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.30am-11am Confessions 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 9.15am and 11.15am Mass 

 



MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: 
During the Mass, there will also 
be a Rite of Re-commissioning 
and commissioning for the 
Ministers of Holy Communion, 

so if you are a Minister, please attend the Mass at 
8pm.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY ON GOOD FRIDAY: 
Children should be taken straight to the crypt before 
the service and collected from the crypt. 

EASTER VIGIL:  Please pray for Becky 
Twiggins and James Wood who will be 
received and confirmed, Robert Holmes, 
Laura Devanny and Louis Cadman who 
will be baptized and confirmed and 

Daisy Homes who will be confirmed. 
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 

29th April at 7.30pm for all who want to 
learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if 

you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The Lent Penitential Service will be held on Monday 

14th April at 7.00pm in church. Sponsor forms have 
now been emailed to parents. If you did not receive 
the email, please contact the presbytery.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: The First Reconciliations 
will be held in church on Saturday 26th April 

at 10.45am and Saturday 3rd May at 10.45am.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 30th April from 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  

 
 

PASSION OF THE CHRIST: There will be a 
showing of Mel Gibson’s film in the crypt on 
Wednesday 16th at 7pm.  

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to St Augustine’s School 
and St Augustine’s Under 5’s who both received 
outstanding on their Ofsted Reports.  
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 
are looking to employ a Team 
Leader to manage the setting. If 
you are interested and qualified to 
Level 3 or above, please send your CV with covering 
letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk. The 
closing date is the 9th May.  
 
SINGING SPRING CELEBRATION will be held on 

Saturday 26th April from 2-3pm in the church.  All are 
welcome to attend.  
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 24th April at 2pm. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Val & Mima Salvo. Thank you for your help.  
 

CHURCH CLEANERS: More cleaners are needed to 
join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 

 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: If you haven’t 
already collected your new box of 
envelopes, please contact the 

presbytery. 
 

NO CASH? You can make your 
offering here by scanning the QR Code 
with your smartphone. Alternatively, 
there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are 
a Tax Payer, please complete the Gift Aid Declaration 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 12th April  
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of Cross  
10am Mass Peter Fry RIP 

Page 234 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 184 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 50: 4-7 
I hid not my face from disgrace, and I know that I shall 
not be put to shame. 
 

Ps 22 — My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 

2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
He humbled himself, therefore God has highly exalted 
him. 

 
Gospel Accl. Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal 
glory. Christ became for us obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name. Praise to you, O Christ, 
King of eternal glory. 
 
Gospel:  The Passion according to St Luke  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
EASTER SUNDAY 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 10: 34a, 37-43 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 1-4 
Gospel: John 20: 1-9 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Francesco Bondi RIP anniv 
 

Sun 13th April PALM SUNDAY 
9.15am Mass   Bill Anthony RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

Mon 14th April MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Thomas Griffin RIP 
11.30am Lent Penitential Service 
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 15th April TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8.30am Mass Thanksgiving Amelia De La Luna 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7.30pm Lent Penitential Service  
 

Wed 16th April WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Justin Ighade’s ints followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 17th April MAUNDY THURSDAY  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament    
9.15am-9.45am Confessions        7-7.30pm Confessions 
8pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper For the Parish 
9.30pm-Midnight: Prayer at the Altar of Repose 
 

Friday 18th April GOOD FRIDAY 

(Abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
9am Morning Prayer    9.30am-10.30am Confessions 
11am Churches Together Act of Witness at clock tower 
12-3pm Silent Prayer before the Cross 

3pm CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
7pm Stations of the Cross 
 

Sat 19th April HOLY SATURDAY 

9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.30am-11am Confessions 
6pm Italian Easter Vigil 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil Priest’s intentions 
 

Sun 20th April EASTER SUNDAY 

9.15am Mass   James Thomson RIP & John Barr RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 14th           7pm Confirmation Penitential Service 
Tues 15th          1pm Lunch club  

Tues 15th          2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish 
membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post 
new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al 
tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


