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YEAR C         SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – DIVINE MERCY       27TH APRIL 2025 
Gospel: John 20: 19-31 

My Lord and my God.   
As today is Divine Mercy Sunday, fittingly our collect refers to God’s 
‘everlasting mercy’, and our psalm that ‘His mercy endures for ever’. We 
can never expect greater mercy from God than what he has already 
shown us through the sorrowful passion and glorious resurrection of 
his Son. God’s gift of Jesus, and Jesus’s offering of himself for us, is not 
some afterthought, as if God was forced into some knee-jerk reaction, 
but the revelation of His loving purposes from eternity. St Peter and 
the Apocalypse place Jesus’ death and resurrection within this eternal 
perspective, describing him as ‘the Lamb slain from before the foundation 
of the world’. Jesus’ death and resurrection express the extent to which 
the Father goes to enable us to experience his loving mercy. In today’s 
epistle, St Peter tells us that it was precisely because of the Father’s 
‘great mercy’ that Jesus was raised from the dead enabling us to be ‘born again to a living hope’ and to experience new life. 
Because Jesus has been raised form the dead, his body and his wounds become not the signs of life lost but life regained, and 
his cross, not a terminus, but an open door to salvation. His wounds advertise the cost of our redemption. St John Paul II 
reminds us that ‘the wounds of the risen and glorious Lord are the permanent signs of God’s merciful love for humanity’. In the 
resurrection appearances in the upper room, the precious wounds validate not just Jesus’ resurrection but also the authenticity 
of his true identity. This is especially true for doubting Thomas who insists on touching them, so that he can see for himself 
that Jesus has been raised from the dead. Thomas did not believe the other disciples when they told him that they had seen 
with their own eyes the risen Jesus. From St Luke’s gospel we know that when Jesus first appeared to the disciples (Thomas 
not being present) they were so frightened that they thought they had seen a ghost. Jesus disarmed their fears by extending 
his peace to them and telling them that ghosts do not have flesh and bones like he does. He then invited them to touch his 
very hands and feet, which bore his wounds. In today’s gospel from St John, we see that Jesus invited the disciples to examine 
also the wound on his side. Subsequently, when Thomas is present, Jesus invites the doubting disciple to place his hand into 
his side. Thomas had said that ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place 
my hand into his side, I will never believe’. Consider Thomas’ request and Jesus’ response. How misleading many of our crucifixes 
and paintings are, when depicting the reality of Jesus’ body. Jesus’ wound on his side was not a little scratch but a large gaping 
hole which could admit of a human hand. Are we surprised that Jesus’ body, gloriously raised from the dead should still 
carry its wounds? As for the disciples then, so for us his disciples now, they proclaim the truth of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Heavenly worship is focused upon the Lamb who was slain, not one that never had to suffer. Though these wounds are the 
signs of our fallen nature, the very cause of Jesus’ death, now through his resurrection, they have become the portals of our 
salvation. Before them we can only gaze in wonder, as did the disciples, or as Charles Wesley puts it: Those dear tokens of his 
passion still his dazzling body bears, cause of endless exultation to his ransomed worshippers: with what rapture, with what rapture, with 
what rapture, gaze we on those glorious scars! His wounds are our imprint upon him. They are also his imprint upon us, a 
reminder that we who are baptised into his life, are also baptised into his death. We are his mystical body in this world, called 
as Pope Francis so often reminded us, to become instruments of his mercy to others. In that process of merciful love-making, 
the Church suffers many wounds, some of them self-inflicted, but none which his glorious wounds cannot heal and restore. 
The sacraments of life have their source in them. It is through the water that gushed out of Jesus’s side that we are baptised 
into new life and it is through his body broken and his blood poured out through them that we find our identity and meaning 
as the forgiven and restored people of God. Through those glorious wounds pours forth the Holy Spirit, by whom we receive 
forgiveness and know the deep mercy of God for ourselves and for others. As in the upper room, so in the confessional and 
outside, our wounds, once exposed to the reconciling and forgiving grace of God, cease to become the instruments of our 
death but the means of our rising again.                                                                                                                                      Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Matilda 
Marshall and Joseph O’Reilly who will be baptised 
this weekend.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Edward and 
Elizabeth Brien, Patrick Connors and 
Paddy Connors who will be making their 
First Holy Communion this weekend.  

 
EXPOSTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
will take place on Monday from 6-6.45pm, due to the 
Confirmation meeting.  
 

MASS on Wednesday will be with both schools at 
9.15am in church. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 2nd 
May at 7pm.  
 

FRANCO GULISANO of Howfield Green died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 29th April 
at 11am.       
 
MATTHEW WOTTON formerly of Hoddesdon died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 14th 

May at 12.30pm.                            May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Pope Francis, Franco Gulisano and 
Matthew Wotton and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Pauline 
Mitchell, Canon John Longstaff, George Heeney, 
Mary Mitchell, Antonino and Rosalia Grana, Peter 
Fry, Vicky Forni and Rita Eaton. May their souls and 
the souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. 
 
POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL:  Let us pray that 
the use of the new technologies will not replace 
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the 
person, and will help us face the crises of our times. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 27th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 11th May.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 1st 

May at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and 
an act of Divine Mercy will be held 
this Sunday 27th April, 18th May and 
15th June from 7-8pm in church 

 

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, 
a decade of the Rosary will be prayed 
for before each Sunday Mass.  
 
MAY PROCESSION will be held 
after the 9.15am Mass on Tuesday 

13th May, the feast of Our Lady of 
Fatima.   
 

TRIP TO ST ELIZABETH’S 
CENTRE, Much Hadham on 
Wednesday 30th April.  Pauline 
Meaney, one of our congregation 
and Lay Chaplain there has invited us to see the site 
and grounds. We will arrive at 2pm with time for tea 
and Adoration in the Chapel, leaving at 4.30pm.  If 
you are interested in going, please contact the 
presbytery, so that we can organise transport. 
 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE will be held 
on Thursday 15th May and the coach will leave at 
9am. Please note that the coach is now full. You can 
either bring a packed lunch or buy lunch there. We 
aim to leave Aylesford at 4pm.  
 

SERVICE OF HEALING AND 
HOPE will be held on Saturday 

10th May at 2.30pm at the 
Cathedral and will be led by 
Cardinal Vincent. This is an open service to which all 
are welcome as a sign of solidarity, care and hope for 
those who have been impacted by abuse, as well as 
those who work with or support them. Before the 
service, all are welcome to join in a creative workshop 
from 10am in the Cathedral Hall, run by LOUDFence, 
to make materials which will be used in the service. 
If you are planning on attending, please bring a 
packed lunch.  
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S 
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a 
Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday 

12th July. The day will commence with 
Mass in the ground at 12 noon. Further 
information will be available soon.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be on Saturday 20th September.  More details to 
follow in due course.  

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 
 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 



IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 

29th April at 7.30pm for all who want to 
learn more about becoming a Catholic, or if 

you missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply 
want to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The next meeting will be on Monday 28th April at 

7pm in the crypt.  Please return the Sponsor forms 
and nomination forms to the presbytery as soon as 
possible.  

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: The First Reconciliations 
will be held in church on Saturday 26th April 
at 10.45am and Saturday 3rd May at 

10.45am.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 30th April from 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  

 
SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 
are looking to employ a Team 
Leader to manage the setting. If 
you are interested and qualified to 
Level 3 or above, please send your CV with covering 
letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk. The 
closing date is the 9th May.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S will 
be holding a quiz night on Friday 

16th May, 7.15 or 7.30pm in the crypt. 
Tables of up to 8 people, £5 per head. 
Please contact the Under 5’s on 

460614 to book a table. Please bring your own nibbles. 
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND:  
Sunday 11th May is Good 
Shepherd Sunday. This fund pays 
for the priestly formation of men 
for the Catholic priesthood. There 
are currently 50 men studying at 
Allen Hall seminary, 13 of whom 

are from our own Diocese. 2 of these are deacons for 
Westminster. We also have 2 seminarians at the Royal 
English College in Valladolid. Last year 3 deacons 
who studied at Allen Hall were ordained priests. This 
fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and 

formation of our ordained priests. Your generous 
donation helps ensure we can support these men who 
are called to be like Christ the Good Shepherd. 
Donation envelopes will be attached to the newsletter 
next week, and then collected on the weekend of the 

10th/11th May. Please continue to pray 
for vocations and for our priests. You 
can use the QR code to make your 
donation online or visit 
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 29th May at 2pm. 
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni 
Iamarino, Penny Benge, & Amelia De la Luna. Thank 
you for your help.  
 

CHURCH CLEANERS: More cleaners are needed to 
join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 

 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: If you haven’t 
already collected your new box of 
envelopes, please contact the 

presbytery. 
 

NO CASH? You can make your 
offering here by scanning the QR 
Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless 
device at the left-hand exit door of the 
church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the 
Gift Aid Declaration. 
 
PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 26th April SAT WITHIN OCTAVE OF EASTER 
7.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Theresa O’Halloran RIP  
 

4pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Antonino & Rosalia Grana RIP 
 

Sun 27th April 2ND DAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY) 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Celine & Eddie Smith 
7-8pm Adoration with Taize 

Page 467 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 256 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Acts 5: 12-6 
More than ever believers were added to the Lord, 
multitudes of both men and women.  
 

Ps 118 — Give praise to the Lord for he is good, his 
mercy endures for ever.  
 

2nd Reading: Revelation 1: 9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 
I died, and behold I am alive for evermore.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. You believed, Thomas, 
because you have seen me, says the Lord. Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed. 
Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  John 20: 19-31 
Eight days later, Jesus came.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 5: 27b-32, 40b-41 
2nd Reading: Revelation 5: 11-14 
Gospel: John 21: 1-19 

Mon 28th April MONDAY SAINT GEORGE, Martyr 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Briege McBrearty RIP 
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 29th April SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA, Virgin 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Mary O’Donoghue special ints 
11am Requiem Franco Gulisano RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 30th April St Pius, V Pope  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass with both schools Pauline Whelehan RIP followed 
by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 1st May St Joseph the Worker  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Thomas Gilheaney RIP anniv 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 2nd May St Athanasius, Bishop  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass David Patmore RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Kathleen & Myles Robb 
 
Saturday 3rd May SAINTS PHILIP & JAMES, Apostles 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Vicky Forni RIP, Peter Fry RIP & Rita Eaton 

2.30pm Wedding Gary Read & Angela O’Connell-Coyne 
4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Linda & Vincenzo Tuzzeo RIP 
 

Sun 4th May THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Fr Michael Guinnell RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 28th            7pm Confirmation, crypt  
Tues 29th          1pm Lunch club  

Tues 29th          2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
Thurs 1st May     7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


