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YEAR C                                  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT                 6TH APRIL 2025 
Gospel: John 8: 1-11 

Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her. 

As Jesus was teaching in the Temple, the religious leaders asked 
him whether it was right to stone a woman caught in adultery, 
as ‘Moses commanded’. They did this to test him, so that they 
could then charge him with undermining the law.  Jesus’ 
response was to write on the ground, and there has been endless 
speculation as to what he was writing. Whatever he wrote, he 
could have responded differently. First, he could have 
challenged them on the stoning, as Moses did not specify what 
death penalty there should be for adultery, though the law did 
say it should be punished by death. Second, Jesus could have 
pointed out that the Roman authorities had removed the right of 
capital punishment from the Jews, which is why, when it came 
to his own condemnation, the Jewish leaders had to convince the 
Roman authorities to carry it out, though they could have taken 
it into their own hands regardless. Third, he could have questioned the partiality of the accusers in that they accused only the 
woman, rather than her accomplice as well. Where was he? In castigating the woman, they proved their misogyny and their 
own disrespect for the law. An adulterous couple were both guilty according to Leviticus and had to face the force of the law. 
‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife..with the wife of his neighbour..both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to 
death’. Fourth, Jesus could have called for the witnesses to identify themselves. Where were the witnesses to what had taken 
place? Was the woman accused merely on hear-say rather than concrete evidence? Were they trumped up charges? All 
accusations needed to be backed up. The law of Moses laid down that there should be at least two witnesses in accusations of 
adultery. Where were the witnesses in this case? Witnesses needed to be sure of their evidence, since if their evidence did not 
stand up to cross examination, they would be put to death instead of the accused, such as we find in the case of Susannah, in 
the book of Daniel. Through these four responses, Jesus could have extricated both himself and the accused woman. So why 
did Jesus write on the ground with his finger? The Jewish context is all important. The Jews believed that God had inscribed 
the 10 Commandments with his own finger. By using his finger, Jesus was identifying with that same finger which had written 
the commandments, including the seventh, thou shalt not commit adultery. There was another more telling reason. The only 
place in the Jewish scriptures which references writing on the ground is Jeremiah 17:13, where the prophet says, ‘O Lord, the 
hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken 
the Lord, the fountain of living water’. By writing on the ground Jesus was fulfilling Jeremiah’s prophecy and passing judgement 
on the religious leaders of his day for their rejection of God’s covenant. Not long before, Jesus had cited the same passage 
from Jeremiah by proclaiming in the Temple that he was the fountain of living waters from which people needed to drink.  
Even more telling is that Jeremiah’s prophecy is about adultery-the adultery committed by the leaders of Israel who had 
turned their back on God, Israel’s bridegroom, by spurning His Word and covenant. Jeremiah would be persecuted for his 
truth telling. Just as they had rejected the prophet, so now they were rejecting Jesus also. ‘Let him who is without sin among you, 
be the first to throw a stone at her’, takes on a new meaning. Jesus had exposed their greater sin. Moreover, were they shielding 
the very accomplice of the woman, perhaps even one of their own rank? Were they implicated in a framing?  What was the 
state of their souls? Lustful looks are adulterous looks. By not condemning the woman, Jesus is not endorsing our permissive 
society. Adultery is a sin, and he tells the woman not to sin anymore. The seriousness of marital adultery is a symptom of our 
greater adultery in turning our back on God and giving all our attention and devotion to what is less than God. By not falling 
for the trap presented to him, but by upholding the Jewish law, Jesus reveals himself as its divine legislator and judge, who 
opens our consciences, as Pope Benedict has said, ’to a greater justice, that of love, in which consists the fulfilment of every precept’.                                                                                                                                                                                     
Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
will take place on Monday evening from 6-6.45pm, 
due to the Confirmation meeting.  
 

PAULINE WHELEHAN died recently. Her Requiem 
Mass will be on Wednesday 9th April at 12 noon.  
 

FRANCO GULISANO of Howfield Green died 
recently. His Requiem will be on Tuesday 29th April 
at 11am.  
 

TONY MCCARTHY of Admirals Walk died 
recently.  His funeral will be on Friday 25th April at 

11am at Woollensbrook Crematorium.  
                                                         May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Tony McCarthy, Franco Gulisano, and 
Pauline Whelehan and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Denis 
Dempsey, Florinda Ingino, Salvatore Insalaco, Marie 
Riccardi, Baby Marie Brien, Paolo Conti, Michael 
Taylor, Thomas McDonnell, Anna Chiparo, Richard 
Trebus, Carlo Ferraro, Antonino & Giuseppa 
Cannatella and Giuseppe Pizzo. May their souls and 
the souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. 

 
HOLY HOUR of prayer for the 
protection of life will be held this 
Sunday, 6th April from 3-4pm.  

 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR APRIL:  Let us pray that 
the use of the new technologies will not replace 
human relationships, will respect the dignity of the 
person, and will help us face the crises of our times. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 13th April.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 6th April.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 1st 

May at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE will be held on Sunday 

27th April, 18th May and 15th June from 7-8pm in 
church. 
 

TRIP TO ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE, Much 
Hadham on Wednesday 30th April.  Pauline Meaney, 
one of our congregation and Lay Chaplain there has 
invited us to see the site and grounds. We will arrive 
at 2pm with time for tea and Adoration in the Chapel, 
leaving at 4.30pm.  If you are interested in going, 
please contact the presbytery, so that we can organise 
transport. 

 

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE will be held 
on Thursday 15th May and the coach will leave at 
9am. The price of the coach is £17.50 and you can 
either bring a packed lunch or buy lunch there. If you 
would like to go, please complete the tear off slip and 
return it to the presbytery with the £17.50. There are 
now only 8 spaces left on the coach. 

 

LENT 
 

EXTRA CONFESSIONS IN LENT: Fr Julian will be 
available to hear confessions on Fridays in Lent 
during Exposition 6-7pm. 
 

LENTEN ALMS: Cardinal’s Lenten 
Appeal 2025: This Holy Year invites us to 
be ‘Pilgrims of Hope’. Your contributions 
will help fund vital projects across our 
Diocese, including Youth & Evangelisation, Social 
Action, Marriage & Family Life, and Catholic 
Education Initiatives. You will find the box 
throughout Lent in the church. Thank you for your 
kindness and support. 
 

PENITENTIAL SERVICE for the parish will be on 
Monday 14th April at 11.30am and Tuesday 15th 
April at 7.30pm. The Confirmation candidates will 
have their own Penitential Service on Monday 14th 
April at 7.30pm.  

HOLY WEEK 

HOLY WEEK — advanced notice of 
times: 

 

Tuesday 15th April CHRISM MASS at 
Westminster Cathedral at 12 noon.  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY:  17th April 
8.30am Exposition           
9.15am-9.45am Confessions  
7-7.30pm Confessions 
8pm Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
9.30pm–Midnight: Prayer at Altar of Repose.   
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 18th April  
9.00am Morning Prayer    
9.30am-10.30am Confessions  
(11am Churches Together Witness at clock) 
12-3pm Silent Prayer before the Cross 
3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
6.30pm Stations of the Cross 
 

HOLY SATURDAY: 19th April  
9.00am Morning Prayer 
9.30am-11am Confessions 
9pm Mass of the Easter Vigil 
 

EASTER SUNDAY: 9.15am and 11.15am Mass 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: 2 more volunteers, 
male or female, are needed to have their feet washed. 
During the Mass, there will also be a Rite of Re-
commissioning and commissioning for the 



Ministers of Holy Communion, so if you are a 
Minister, please attend the Mass at 8pm.  
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY ON GOOD FRIDAY: 
Children should be taken straight to the crypt before 
the service and collected from the crypt. 

EASTER VIGIL:  Please pray for Becky Twiggins and 
James Wood who will be received and confirmed, 
Robert Holmes, Laura Devanny and Louis Cadman 
who will be baptized and confirmed and Daisy 
Homes who will be confirmed. 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE will continue on Tuesday 

8th April at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The next meeting will be held in the crypt on Monday 

7th April at 7pm. Sponsor forms have now been 
emailed to parents. If you did not receive the email, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
PROGRAMME: The next meeting will be 
on Sunday 6th April at 5pm in the church.   

 
BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 30th April from 7.15-8.15pm in the 
church.  The course must be completed before a 
Baptism can be arranged. To enrol on the course, 
please contact the presbytery.  

 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner 
for April is Pam Harris, no 55. Congratulations! 
 
AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: Thank you to 
everyone who donated to the appeal. The total raised 
was £692.59. A total of £182.38 was also raised at the 
stall at the back of the church. Thank you! 
SINGING SPRING CELEBRATION which will be 
held on Saturday 26th April from 2-3pm in the 
church.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 
bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 24th April at 2pm. 
 
CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina 
Pegna & Pat Callanan. Thank you for your help.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 

 

FINANCE 
PLANNED GIVING: If you haven’t 
already collected your new box of 
envelopes, please contact the 

presbytery. 
 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit 
door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO AYLESFORD  
PRIORY ON 15th MAY  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 
 

……………………………………………….….. 
 
Please return to the presbytery in an envelope with your name on 
together with the £17.50 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 

day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 5th April St Vincent Ferrer, Priest 
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of Cross  
10am Mass Pauline Whelehan RIP 
11.30am Mass David Patmore RIP 
 

Page 227 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 176 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Isaiah 43: 16-21 
Behold, I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to 
my chosen people. 
 

Ps 126 — What great deeds the Lord worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad.  
 

2nd Reading: Philippians 3: 8-14 
For the sake of Christ, I have suffered the loss of all 
things, becoming like him in his death.  

 
Gospel Accl. Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the 
living God. Even now, says the Lord, return to me 
with all your heart, for I am gracious and merciful. 
Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the living God.  
 
Gospel:  John 8: 1-11 
Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw 
a stone at her.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
PALM SUNDAY 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 50: 4-7 
2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11 
Gospel: Luke 22: 14-23:56 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Carlo Ferraro RIP 
 

Sun 6th April FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Antonino & Giuseppa Cannatella RIP 
3-4pm Holy Hour 

Mon 7th April St John Baptist de la Salle, Priest 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Geraldine Peissel RIP 
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 8th April  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Thomas Griffin RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 9th April  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Pauline Whelehan RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
12 noon Requiem Pauline Whelehan RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 10th April  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament    
8am Mass Pauline Siracusa’s intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 11th April St Stanislaus, Bishop  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Pope Francis intentions 
12.30pm Stations of the Cross  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Saturday 12th April  
9.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
9.30am Stations of Cross 10am Mass Peter Fry RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Francesco Bondi RIP anniv 
 

Sun 13th April PALM SUNDAY 
9.15am Mass   Bill Anthony RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 7th           7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 8th          1pm Lunch club  
Tues 8th          2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 

Tues 8th        7.30pm Come and See, crypt 
Wed 9th        6pm Brownies, crypt  
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS 
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery 
letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i 
questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati 
depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


