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YEAR C                            SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                    1ST JUNE 2025 
             Gospel: John 17: 20-26           May they become perfectly one.  

This week we marked Ascension, the feast which celebrates Jesus’ 
return to his Heavenly Father. St Luke tells us that Jesus took his 
disciples out to Bethany where he bade farewell to them, and as 
they looked on, ‘he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight’. From these words we might have the impression that 
heaven is geographically up there in the skies, but we would be 
wrong to think this. Jesus certainly ascends upwards but we 
cannot locate heaven, as heaven does not belong to the constraints 
of our space and time. It is of a different dimensional reality, 
beyond the limitations of our world, which is why it is eternal in 
space and everlasting in time. Within heaven itself, St Paul tells us, 
there are even degrees of heaven. Heaven is pre-eminently the realm of God, which shows everything in its right perspective, 
and opens its truth to us, not we to it. St Stephen into today’s epistle sees ‘the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God’.  The Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that ‘Jesus has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 
copies of the true things, but into heaven itself’. Heaven is the true thing, and every effort in our part to d escribe it faithfully in 
religious terms (whether in words, art, architecture or music) can only be a copy of the true thing, even if a weak and 
insufficient copy. Yet the reality of heaven is ever coming into our limited dimensional reality. We are asked to pray for this 
in the Lord’s Prayer. Through the activity of the Church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, in the ordinary everyday lives 
of us the baptised, called to be citizens of heaven on earth, God’s kingdom, comes on earth as it is in heaven.  This coming 
reality is affirmed also in the words of the angels who declared ‘that this Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven’. The irony of ironies is that although we speak of Jesus’ withdrawal from us on 
the Feast of the Ascension, the Ascension means that we can know him even closer than he was before. After the resurrection, 
Jesus told Mary Magdalene not to hold on to him, because he hadn’t yet ascended to the Father. Now we can say that she can 
hold onto him, in the way that we all can, because we are with him where he is. In today’s gospel, Jesus asks his Father that 
we may be with him, to see ‘my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world’. The Ascension 
becomes our ascension also, if we remember that through baptism as members of his body, we are where he is, carried into 
the heavenly place. The Collect for the Ascension talks of the Ascension of Christ as ‘our exaltation’. We have an advocate in 
heaven, who transforms our earthly life into his heavenly life. Our nature is united with his in heaven. We are no longer just 
citizens of earth, bound by the limitations of our time and space. We are, as Hebrews reminds us, ‘seated in the heavenly realms.’ 
So yes, we are in Hoddesdon or wherever we are today, at this given point of time, but we are also in the heavenly dimensional 
reality. The other Collect for the Ascension talks of our spirit already dwelling in the heavenly realms. Recently in many of 
our lectionary readings, Jesus says that God wants to make his home in us. This is achieved in the opening of the soul to the 
word of God, our welcoming, receiving and believing in Jesus, through our infilling with the Holy Spirit and our taking in of 
the precious Body and Blood of the Lord. In our gospel reading today, there is a complimentary dynamic at play. While God 
wants to make his home in us, he wants us to make our home in him, to be with Him where he is, so that we share the intimate 
union and glory which He and the Father have together. Jesus asks for this in his Last Supper in today’s gospel. Through the 
banquet of the heavenly mass, we have a foretaste of what to become perfectly one means. We are meant for communion with 
God, and Jesus through the gift of his body and blood, has made it possible. St Paul reminds us that our homeland is not here. 
It is heaven. With all the faithful that is where we belong and to where we are heading. It is closer than the room next door. 
Jesus is nearer to us now than before. The unity he yearns for his Church goes beyond unity among siblings. It is the unity of 
total communion. The heavenly reality will not be seen in all its glory until the mission of the Church is accomplished and the 
lost and scattered children of God return home and are brought into full communion. ‘Holy Father, I do not ask for these only, 
but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you Father, are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me’.                                                                                           Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Blake 
Winston, Archie Winston and Jeronimo Martinez 
who will be baptised this weekend.  
 
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
will be from 6-6.45pm on Monday evening, due to 
the Confirmation meeting.  
 
FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be on Friday 6th June at 
7pm.  
 

LEON JASELSKY of Goldington Close, Hoddesdon 
died recently. His Requiem will be on Monday 2nd 

June at 2pm.                                    May he rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Leon Jaselsky and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Anne 
Smith, Giuseppina Conti, Alfonso Taglialavore, 
Vincenzo Ricotta, Ken Parker, Anthony Rayner, 
Gwen Phelan, Raffaela Bagan, Joseph Onyenakale, 
Pasquale Ricotta and Brendan O’Sullivan.  May their 
souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE: 
Let us pray that each one of us might 
find consolation in a personal 
relationship with Jesus, and from his 
Heart, learn to have compassion on the 
world. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 1st June. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 15th June.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 5th 

June at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and 
Sacred Heart Devotion will be held 
on Sunday 15th June from 7-8pm in 
church 

 
 

 PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S 
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a 
Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday 

12th July. The day will commence with 
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. Please 
bring suitable clothing in the event of 
rain. There will be a picnic lunch at 

1.30pm (please bring your own), tours of the College, 
Adoration and confessions. At 2.45pm there will also 
be a procession of the Blessed Sacrament and we will 

depart at 4pm.  If you would like to go, please 
contact the presbytery to register your interest.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be on Saturday 20th September.  More details to 
follow in due course.  
 

ST ANTHONY’S PROCESSION will 
take place on Saturday 14th June at 

3pm with Mass at 4pm.  This will be 
followed by light refreshments in the 

crypt.  All are welcome.  
 

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ 
leaflets are available beside the newsletters at the 
back of church, if you wish to complete one. Please 
hand the completed copy into the presbytery.  

 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 3rd 

June at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The next meeting will be on Monday 2nd June at 7pm 

in the crypt.   
 
CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September 
are now available to collect from the 
presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on 
Wednesday 4th June from 7.15-8.15pm in the church.  
The course must be completed before a Baptism can 
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact 
the presbytery.  



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child 
who is older than year 3 and would like 
to make their First Holy Communion, 
please contact the presbytery. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
 

CAFOD: In this Jubilee Year CAFOD is 
working with our sister Caritas 
organisations around the world to call for 
urgent action on the global debt crisis. 

Many of the world's poorest countries are suffering 
huge debt burdens with devastating impacts on 
ordinary people. Pope Francis spoke about this many 
time, saying, "More than a question of generosity, this 
is a matter of justice." You will have an opportunity 
to sign the worldwide Church petition on the 
weekend of the 21st/22nd June.  
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
PRIEST TRANING FUND: Thank you to everyone 
who donated to the fund.  The total amount raised 
was £541.15. 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 26th June at 2pm. 
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the 
presbytery garden on Sunday 10th 

August from 12.30-4pm. In order to 
get an idea of numbers, if you would 
like to attend, please fill out the slip 
and return it to the presbytery.  
 

BROXBOURNE COMMUNITY CHOIR will be 
celebrating their 10 years with vibrant Gospel songs 

on Saturday 14th June at 3pm, Christ Church, Ware. 
Adults £10/children under 16 free. Tickets available 
from Gabby 07875221543.  
 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED: I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the parishioners for 
your continuous support to Aid to the Church in 
Need. Following the appeal on 22nd-23rd March, we 
have raised a total of £1,956.46. Fr Julian and many of 
you are long-standing friends and benefactors of 
ACN. Thank you for your solidarity, your prayers 
and your generous offerings. The war in Gaza has 
had a devastating economic impact on the Holy 
Land’s Christian population. What we have done so 
far in the Holy Land would have been impossible 
without your kindness. Your prayers and support 
will make a huge difference. Thank you. John Ravi 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: Some 
new families have recently come 
into the Delta Hotel, and need the 

following: scooters for primary age children to help 

them get to school, Summer clothes for teenage boys 
and Summer clothes for women. Any donations can 
be brought to the office at St Catherine and St Pauls 
Church, during weekday mornings. Tel 01992 462127 
 

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each 
weekend Mass.  Training will be given. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
please do contact the presbytery. There 
will be Fire Warden training and Fire Safety 
awareness training on Saturday 5th July at 11.30am 
in the crypt.  If you would like to attend, please do 
contact the presbytery.  

 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina 
Pegna and Pat Callanan. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed to join the Wednesday and 
Thursday team.  If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info. 

 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

How many people attending………………… 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will 

then be destroyed.  You can read the full privacy policy on  
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 31st May THE VISITATION OF BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Alberto Beschizza RIP 
 

4pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP 
 

Sun 1st June SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Brendan O’Sullivan RIP  

Page 500 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 275 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Acts 7: 55-60 
I can see the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.  
 

Ps 97 — The Lord is king, most high above all the earth.  
 

2nd Reading: Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20 
Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I will not leave you as 
orphans, says the Lord. I am going away and I will 
come to you, and your hearts will rejoice. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  John 17: 20-26 
May they become perfectly one.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 2: 1-11 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 
Gospel: John 20: 19-23 

Mon 2nd June Sts Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Thomas Murphy RIP 
2pm Requiem Leon Jaselsky RIP 
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 3rd June Martyrs of Uganda 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Grace Difato’s intentions 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 4th June  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Preservation of Life followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 5th June St Boniface, Bishop & Martyr 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Fr Tom Forde’s intentions 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 6th June St Norbert, Bishop  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Private intention  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Devotion to the Sacred Heart  
 
Saturday 7th June  
7.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
8.00am Mass Calogero Nicastro RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP  
 

Sun 8th June PENTECOST SUNDAY  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Giuseppe & Assunta Defeo RIP anniv 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 2nd              7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 3rd              1pm Lunch Club, crypt 
Tues 3rd              2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 

Wed 4th                6pm Brownies, crypt 
Thurs 5th              7.30pm Prayer group, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


