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YEAR C FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 11TH MAY 2025
Gospel: John 10: 27-30
| give eternal life to my sheep.

As we give thanks for Pope Leo XIV, the Church’s chief shepherd
under Christ, it may be worth recalling our collect for the election of a
new pope: O God, eternal shepherd, who govern your flock with unfailing
care, grant in your boundless fatherly care a pastor for your Church who will
please you by his holiness and to us show watchful care’. It goes without
saying that the pastoral theme predominates. The first thing that
strikes us, is that governance of the sheep belongs to God in the first
instance and is devolved to the pope in the second. His role as pastor
is seen above all as one of vigilance and care. Jesus often spoke of the
need to protect the flock from whatever threats it faced from outside,
or within. This would involve a sacrificial priesthood, being prepared
to lay one’s life on the line for the sake of the flock and being exposed
to all kinds of assault. When Jesus appointed Peter, as first among :
equals among the apostles, and as the Church’s rock, he told him to feed his sheep and lambs. This feeding was in the first
place the exercise of a teaching ministry. When Jesus had compassion on the crowd, the first thing he did was to teach them.
Pope Leo’s office as teacher then will be paramount in the vigilance and caring nurture of his spiritual flock. The Lord, the
Shepherd, knows what green pastures are best for the flock, so that they are kept away from whatever would damage their
health and which waters are spiritually live-giving, as opposed to those which would pollute and poison. In our reading from
the Book of the Apocalypse today we see that the Lamb (Christ) is the shepherd who guides his people to “springs of living
water’. The people of God are brought into being and sustained through the life-giving water of the Holy Spirit. Alongside the
water of the Holy Spirit, which quenches them, they are sustained through feeding on the Word. This is the word which Christ
offers as himself both sacramentally and in the proclamation of his gospel. While we expect our spiritual leaders to have a
pastoral heart, it would be wrong to assume that being pastoral falls just to the ordained. In virtue of their baptism all
Christians have a share in the eternal priesthood. I'm writing this on pilgrimage at Lourdes. I can see all around me the
wonderful gestures of pastorally minded servants who are accompanying the sick and exercising the most caring and vigilant
ministry on their behalf. They have been bringing them to the waters which Our Lady told St Bernadette would bless all who
resorted to drink and bathe in it. This water is not in opposition to the living water of the Holy Spirit. In fact, the Holy Spirit
has used the waters of Lourdes to renew the baptism of thousands of Christians and to bring about not a few physical healings,
and countless spiritual healings, leading to a renewed love for Christ. It is ironic that Our Lady chose unaffected shepherd
children in both Lourdes and Fatima to draw people to recognise the claims of the Chief Shepherd over their lives. In John's
gospel Jesus calls himself the ‘Good Shepherd’. Growing up on a sheep farm in Wales, I heard many stories of good and bad
shepherds, those who cared for the flock and those who did not. Jesus gives us many criteria for what makes good
shepherding. In today’s gospel, he highlights three things in particular. The good shepherd knows his sheep, they hear his
voice and they follow him. Knowing or living in a personal relationship with Christ is the defining mark of a Christian. Clearly
Pope Leo, as our chief pastor, has to encourage all Christians to know and love the Saviour, and shun the worship of anyone
or anything else. Responding to the voice of the Shepherd means honouring and obeying Christ’s words, so again we look to
Pope Leo to proclaim the Word of Christ faithfully and clearly to the world. Finally, as the sheep follow Christ, Pope Leo will
not seek his own following, but in humility point the nations to the Lord. The world craves those with a social following, and
while many will want to follow the Pope, he will want them to follow Christ. He will bring his own gifts and graces to the
Church, as we can well see in the choice of his name, but he will be careful also not to create personal subcultures and
entrenched platforms. We pray above all that he will help us live more authentically and see more clearly the apostolic faith
handed down from Peter, which testifies to the Light and Truth of our Risen Lord.
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS SUNDAY’S
FIRST COMMUNICANTS: Maximus Barrow,
Sonny Bernstone, Luca Cuffaro, Gianni
Ferrara, Bea Gamby, Victor Grabowicz,
Ted Hurst, Ella Lydon, Joseph
Martorana, Ada McGarvey Buka,
Santino Moruzzi, Alicja Oczos, Blake Prosser, Cecil
Waites and Alessia Zuccarello.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
will be from 6-6.45pm on Monday evening, due to
the Confirmation meeting.

MATTHEW WOTTON formerly of Hoddesdon died
recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 14t
May at 12.30pm.

LEON JASELSKY of Goldington Close, Hoddesdon
died recently. Details of his funeral will follow in due
course. May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Pope Francis, Matthew Wotton and Leon
Jaselsky and for all those whose anniversaries occur
at this time including Pasquale Re, Francesco Borelli,
Elizabeth Coffey, Antonio Campaniello, Mary
Wilson, Pat Dempsey, Maurice Cattini, Tadeusz
Buczak, Calogero Milazzo, Antonina Morreale,
Antonino Quintile, Fiorina Boskovic, Giovanni
Tuzzeo and Daniela Ruggiero. May their souls and the
souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of God
rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let us pray that
through work, each person might find fulfilment,
families might be sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanized.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Next date: 15t June.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 11t May. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 5t
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet
on the first Thursday of each month.

ADORATION WITH TAIZE will
be held on Sunday 18% May and
15t June from 7-8pm in church

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a
decade of the Rosary will be prayed for
before each Sunday Mass.

MAY PROCESSION will be held
after the 9.15am Mass on Tuesday 13th

May, the feast of Our Lady of Fatima. There will be
refreshments served in the garden, weather
permitting.

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE will be held
on Thursday 15% May and the coach will leave at
9am. Please note that the coach is now full. You can
either bring a packed lunch or buy lunch there. We
aim to leave Aylesford at 4pm.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a
® Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday
| 12t July. The day will commence with
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. If you
would like to go, please contact the
presbytery to register your interest.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be on Saturday 20t September. More details to
follow in due course.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick
in hospital, please let us know here at the
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and
receive Holy Communion and any other
Sacraments from the Chaplain. Chaplains are:
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935;
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday
13th May at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025:
The next meeting will be on Monday 12th May at 7pm
in the crypt. Please return the Sponsor forms and
nomination forms to the presbytery as soon as
possible.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 4th June from 7.15-8.15pm in the church.
The course must be completed before a Baptism can
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact
the presbytery.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S TE A wmi
are looking to employ a Team = w
Leader to manage the setting. If L= ADE R

you are interested and qualified to




Level 3 or above, please send your CV with covering
letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk. The
closing date is the 9t May.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S will
be holding a quiz night on Friday
16th May, 7.15 or 7.30pm in the crypt.
Tables of up to 8 people, £5 per head.
Please contact the Under 5s on
460614 to book a table. Please bring your own nibbles.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

Pr.ist‘a):‘ti ;I;:i:‘::?sgu;l:?d PRIEST TRAINING FUND:
P Sunday 11t May is Good
Shepherd Sunday. This fund pays
for the priestly formation of men
. for the Catholic priesthood. There
! are currently 50 men studying at
Allen Hall seminary, 13 of whom
are from our own Diocese. 2 of these are deacons for
Westminster. We also have 2 seminarians at the Royal
English College in Valladolid. Last year 3 deacons
who studied at Allen Hall were ordained priests. This
fund also supports the ongoing enrichment and
formation of our ordained priests. Your generous
donation helps ensure we can support these men who
are called to be like Christ the Good Shepherd.
Donation envelopes will be collected
this weekend. Please continue to "!ﬁ!’_@
pray for vocations and for our priests. & "E
You can use the QR code to make ‘%E
your donation online or visit =]
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for your
generosity.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner
for May is Mr and Mrs Wright, number 20.
Congratulations!

GRIEF BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP™ GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the
parish support group. We are not a counselling
service, but can always point people in that direction,
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in
the presbytery on Thursday 22nd May at 2pm.

MEN’S BREAKFAST will be held on Saturday 31st
May at 8.30am in the crypt. There will be a short talk
at 9am with Mass at 10am. This is an opportunity for
Men to share and get together. Do join us at any time
as and when you can.

PARISH WALK will be on 315t May in the afternoon.
More details to follow.

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey,
Val and Mima Salvo. Thank you for your help.

CHURCH CLEANERS: More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed
online https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have
various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info.

FINANCE

NO CASH? You can make your
offering here by scanning the QR
Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless
device at the left-hand exit door of the
church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete the
Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes.
For those whose finances are more stable at present,
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish
out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV

Lord, source of eternal life and truth, give to your
shepherd a spirit of courage and right judgment, a spirit
of knowledge and love. By governing with fidelity those
entrusted to his care, may he, as successor to the Apostle
Peter and Vicar of Christ, build your Church into a
sacrament of unity, love and peace for all the world.
Amen.

V/ Let us pray for the Pope. R/ May the Lord preserve
him, give him a long life, make him blessed upon
the earth, and not hand him over to the power of
his enemies. V/ May your hand be upon your holy
servant.

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
Regina Coelr Prayer

Queen of Heaven, rejoice,
alleluia. For He whom you did
merit to bear, alleluia. Has risen,
as he said, alleluia. Pray for us to
God, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad,
O Virgin Mary, alleluia. For the
Lord has truly risen, alleluia. Let
us pray. O God, who gave joy to the world through
the resurrection of Thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
grant we beseech Thee, that through the intercession
of the Virgin Mary, His Mother, we may obtain the
joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 10t May St John of Avila, Priest
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Margaret Galligan RIP

P —
4pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Daniela Ruggiero RIP

Sun 11" May FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Maurice Cattini RIP

2pm First Holy Communion Mass

Mon 12th May Sts Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Victor Tapponi RIP anniv
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 13t May Our Lady of Fatima

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass Filomena Mezzullo’s ints followed by the May
Procession

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 14t May SAINT MATTHIAS, Apostle
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Maria Di Stefano RIP followed by coffee in the

Page 477 in Sunday Missals (red books)
Page 262 Parish Mass Books (purple books)

1t Reading: Acts 13: 14, 43b-52

Behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.
Ps 100 — We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

2nd Reading: Revelation 7: 9, 13a, 14b-17
The Lamb will be their shepherd and will lead them to
springs and living water.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, allelvia. | am the good
shepherd, says the Lord. | know my own sheep and my
own know me. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 10: 27-30
| give eternal life to my sheep.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: Acts 14: 21b-27
2nd Reading: Apocalypse 21: 1-5a
Gospel: John 13: 31-33q, 34-35

crypt
12.30pm Requiem Matthew Wotion RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 15 May

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass In thanks for health

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 16" May St Simon Stock

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Justin Ighade’s intentions

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 17t May
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Margaret Beschizza RIP

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Jack Macguire RIP

Sun 18" May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass Onofrio Dileto RIP

11.15am Mass For the Parish

2pm First Holy Communion Mass

7-8pm Adoration with Taize

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 — 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Mon 12th
Tues 13th

7pm Confirmation, crypt
1pm Lunch club

Tues 13th
Wed 14th

2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt
6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




