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St Augustine’s Catholic Church
The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS Tel: 01992-440986

Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies
E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk Web-site: https:/ / parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am-4pm)
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community)
Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade — hoddesdonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

YEAR C FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 18T™H MAY 2025
Gospel: John 13: 31-33a, 34-35
A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another.

Pope Leo XIV is the first English speaking Pope since Hadrian 1V, otherwise known as
Nicholas Breakspear, a Hertfordshire man who became pope in 1154. Like Pope Leo,
Hadrian IV was influenced by our St Augustine of Hippo. But there is a difference.
Whereas Pope Leo is an Augustinian friar, belonging to the Order of St Augustine,
Hadrian IV was an Augustinian canon, belonging to the Canons Regular of St
Augustine. There have been six popes from the Augustinian canons, but not one, until
now, from the Augustinian friars. The Augustinian canons are monks, generally priests,
living in a settled monastic community, whereas the Augustinian friars, some of whom
may be priests, are not monks, and live in community with less restrictions. It is the
essential difference between monks and friars. The friars established themselves in the
thirteenth century so that they could evangelise freely the unchurched populations of
Europe, rather than living under monastic restrictions. Both Augustinian friars and
canons take th e name of St Augustine because they look to the Father of the Church as
their spiritual guide, following his rule of community life. This is where we come in. We
are called St Augustine because our church was founded by the Augustinian Canons of
the Lateran. Arriving later were Augustinian canonesses, nuns who played such a
prominent role in the educational life of our parish. This strong link with the spiritual
legacy of St Augustine invites us to revisit our spiritual foundations. Clearly Pope Leo
will draw deeply upon his Augustinian roots, and it will be interesting to see how he will bring something of that charism
into the life of the modern Church. The Holy Spirit used St Augustine powerfully to speak into his generation. As the Holy
Spirit is eternally relevant, and not conditioned by historical time, St Augustine’s spiritual legacy speaks as powerfully to our
generation, as it did to his own. Many of the issues which St Augustine faced in his day are perennial, and very contemporary.
How do we find lasting happiness? What does it mean to be human? How do we hold together seeming contradictions? How
do we find security in the midst of chaos? Where do we find meaning for life when the conventional narrative is no longer
accepted or commonly shared? Our readings today remind us of some key themes in Augustine’s life. Augustine used his
many gifts to strengthen the Church of his day, just as in our first reading we see the apostles Paul and Barnabas “strengthening
the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith’. Augustine said (quoted by Pope Leo, after his election) ‘As a
Christian I am with you, and as a bishop I am for you’. The same could be said of Paul and Barnabas as they gave leadership and
encouragement to their growing churches. The psalmist says ‘your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your rule endures for all
generations’. Central to St Augustine’s work, is the kingdom of God, which he called the ‘City of God’, representing God's
interest, as opposed to the ‘City of Man’, representing misplaced and unfulfillable earthly desires. Human beings are meant
for the City of God, but only by acknowledging the claims of Christ can we break free of the sin, evil and death of the City of
Man. Our second reading from the Apocalypse reminds us of the ultimate victory of the City of God, where humanity finds
its true self in intimate relationship with Christ. ‘And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband...the dwelling place of God is with man’. St Augustine searched endlessly for true love, looked for it
in the wrong place and eventually found it, where it had always been, in Christ’s love for him. “You have made us for yourself O
Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You’. For St Augustine, a heart on fire for Christ is the defining mark of the Christian,
driving us to share his love and ourselves with others. In our gospel reading Jesus tells his disciples. ‘A new commandment 1
give to you, that you love one another, just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another’. Such enabling and empowering love
has continually fashioned the communities which St Augustine envisioned for the Church, holding together differences
through diversity in unity centred on Christ. This will also be Pope Leo’s vision, for he has adopted Augustine’s words as his
motto: In Illo Uno Unum: *Although many, in the one Christ we are one’. Such self-emptying and enabling love has the power to
set the world aflame. Fr Julian



mailto:hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
mailto:hoddesdonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Soleil
Intravaia and Franky and Romulus Plakigi who will
be baptised this weekend.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS SUNDAY’S
FIRST COMMUNICANTS: Georgia Alfieri,

~ Valentina Cappalonga, Lukey Collins,
Julietta De Muynck, Matteo De Muynck,
Luigi Di Popolo, Liana Ferraro, Ben
Kilian, Rocco Markham, Jimmy Milton,
Olivia O’'Hanlon, Rocky Plakiqi, Darrah Walsh and
Liliah Walsh.

LEON JASELSKY of Goldington Close, Hoddesdon

died recently. His Requiem will be on Monday 2nd

June at 2pm. May he rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Pope Francis, Livia Gaudio and Leon
Jaselsky and for all those whose anniversaries occur
at this time including Felice La Corte, Elizabeth Sloan,
Barbara Murphy, Darrel Divers, Girolamo Ferraro,
Arthur McCafferty, Jack Macguire and Onofrio
Dileto. May their souls and the souls of al the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let us pray that
through work, each person might find fulfilment,
families might be sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanized.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Next date: 15t June.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 18th May. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 5%
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet
on the first Thursday of each month.

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and
the Rosary will be held on Sunday
18t May and 15% June from 7-8pm
in church

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a decade of
the Rosary will be prayed for before each Sunday
Mass.

ASCENION DAY is on Thursday 29t May
and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass will
be at 9.15am, 2pm, and 8pm. Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament will be at 8.30am
and 7-8pm.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a
Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday
12th July. The day will commence with
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. There
will be a picnic lunch, tours of the
College, Adoration and confessions.
There will also be a procession of the Blessed
Sacrament. If you would like to go, please contact
the presbytery to register your interest.

EMMAUS JUBILEE YOUTH FESTIVAL, 2-3
August 2025 at SPEC Retreat Centre. Aimed at
young people unable to travel to and coinciding with
the Jubilee of Youth in Rome, the festival will offer a
transformative encounter with Christ and the
opportunity to meet other young people on their
journey of faith. Inspired by the disciples on the road
to Emmaus, whose encounter with the Risen Christ
transformed their despair into hope, this festival aims
to ignite the same transformative experience in all
participating. Organised by SPEC Retreat Centre of
Westminster Youth Ministry, the festival will feature:
live Praise & Worship by One Hope Project,
engaging panels and interactive workshops,
fellowship and reflection at campfires, Eucharistic
Adoration and closing Mass celebrated by Cardinal
Vincent Nichols. For more info and registration
please visit https://youth.rcdow.org.uk/jubilee-
year-2025/emmausfestival /

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be on Saturday 20t September. More details to
follow in due course.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick
in hospital, please let us know here at the
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and
receive Holy Communion and any other
Sacraments from the Chaplain. Chaplains are:
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935;
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday
20th May at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025:
The next meeting will be on Monday 2"d June at 7pm
in the crypt.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 4th June from 7.15-8.15pm in the church.
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The course must be completed before a Baptism can
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact
the presbytery.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
ST AUGUSTINE’'S UNDER 5'S -3 E A M
are looking to employ a Team = L
Leader to manage the setting. The L E AD E R
job would involve overseeing
staff, day to day administration, finance,
maintenance of the setting and reporting to the
Trustees. Term time plus 4 weeks. This is a fulltime
position. Salary is competitive and dependent on
experience. If you are interested and qualified to
tletter to staugustinesunderSs@hotmail.co.uk. The
closing date is the 30t May.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
QRIEE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP™ GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the
parish support group. We are not a counselling
service, but can always point people in that direction,
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in
the presbytery on Thursday 22nd May at 2pm.

RETROUVAILLE: Alone or 2

boreq in your ma?rlage? ad AN ETECURAILLE
Considering separation or  *§4
are already divorced? If you
areopen to try again -
Retrouvaille could be the solution. We have helped
thousands of couples get back on track. Call to find
out more www.retrouvaille.org.uk +44 797 338 0443

a lifeline for gout matiiage

MEN’S BREAKFAST will be held on Saturday 31st
May at 8.30am in the crypt. There will be a short talk
at 9am with Mass at 10am. This is an opportunity for
Men to share and get together. Do join us at any time
as and when you can.

MEN'S WEEKEND 19TH - 20TH JULY: Milton
Keynes - Kents Hill Park Conference Centre. Relax,
recharge and renew: Weekends that offer a sanctuary
away from hectic modern life. Time to grow in
Christian Faith! Eucharist, sport (for the more able),
relaxation and a bar included. Excellent speakers;
this year with Bishop David Oakley. For more
information, and to book see
: http:/ /www.harvesters.org Contact Tony Barrell :
01992 442430

PARISH WALK will be on 31st May in the afternoon.
More details to follow.

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each
weekend Mass. Training will be given.

y If you are interested in volunteering,
please do contact the presbytery.

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito and Alex Thomson. Thank you for
your help.

CHURCH CLEANERS: More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed
online https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have
various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please
complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes.
For those whose finances are more stable at present,
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish
out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

May is the month of Mary!
THE MEMORARE

Remember, O most loving Virgin Mary,
that never was it known, that anyone
who had recourse to your protection,
mmplored your help, or sought your
mtercession, was left unaided. Inspired with this
confidence, I fly to you, O Virgin of virgins, my
Mother. To you I come, before you I stand, sinful and
sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise
not my petitions, but graciously hear and grant my
prayer. Amen.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 17 May
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

10am Mass Margaret Beschizza RIP
P —
4pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Jack Macguire RIP

Sun 18" May FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass Onofrio Dileto RIP

11.15am Mass For the Parish

2pm First Holy Communion Mass

7-8pm Adoration with Taize

Mon 19t May St Dunstan

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Barbara Murphy RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 20t May St Bernardine of Siena, Priest
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass In thanksgiving for health

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 21+ May St Christopher Magallenes, Priest
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15 Mass Teresa O’Halloran RIP followed by coffee in the

crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 481 in Sunday Missals (red books)
Page 265 Parish Mass Books (purple books)

1t Reading: Acts 14: 21B-27
They declared to the Church all that God had done with
them.

Ps 145 — I will bless your name for ever, my God and
king.

2nd Reading: Apocalypse 21: 1-5a
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, allelvia. A new commandment |
give to you, says the Lord, that you love one another,
just as | have loved you. Alleluvia.

Gospel: John 13: 31-33a, 34-35
A new commandment | give to you, that you love
another.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29
2nd Reading: Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23
Gospel: John 14: 23-29

Thurs 22" May St Rita of Cascia, Religious
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Thanksgiving Nsonwah Family
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 234 May

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Nadia Miragliotta RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 24" May Our Lady Help of Christians
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Michael O’Connor RIP

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass Domenico & Francesca Provenzano RIP

Sun 25 May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Decd members of Beary & Delaney families
2pm First Holy Communion Mass

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 20th
Tues 20t

1pm Lunch club
2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 20t
Wed 21+t

7.30pm Come & See, crypt
6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish
membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post
new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al
tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




