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YEAR C SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 25TH MAY 2025
Gospel: John 14: 23-29
The Holy Spirit will bring to your remembrance all that | have said to you.

St Paul tells us that after his Resurrection, Christ appeared to over 500 disciples.

These were Jews, brought up, like Jesus to observe all the Jewish laws and
customs. Central to Jewish identity was male circumcision, the sign of God’s
covenantal relationship with his people. In the past if a non-Jew converted to
Judaism, he would need to undergo circumcision. The question arose therefore
whether gentiles who converted to Christ should be circumcised. The issue is
apparent in our first reading where converts are told that ‘Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved’. For some Jewish
Christians, to jettison this essential identity marker of their Jewishness was to
betray their faith. Another issue was the extent to which both Jewish and gentile
converts should observe the strict Jewish dietary laws. Evidently Paul and
Barnabas did not insist on either, and consequently they faced a good deal of
opposition. In order to resolve the dispute and to know whether they were doing
the right thing, in their catholicity, Paul and Barnabas sought clarification from
the church leaders at Jerusalem. Unlike some Christians who have acted
unilaterally at different times and places, Paul and Barnabas recognised that
decision-making rested not with them but with those who had the authority.
This throws light upon how the early church dealt with disagreement and consultation. The first thing that strikes us is that
Paul took his concerns to the leadership of the Church, to Peter and the other Apostles and elders. This group then sought the
advice of the Holy Spirit, and decided that it would not be right for gentile converts to be circumcised, and that they should
observe only some of the dietary laws, but avoid sexual immorality. They also sent delegates to accompany Paul and Barnabas
to reinforce their authority, and presented their decision as that of the whole Church. This Jerusalem meeting has sometime
seen as the first synod of the Church, though that title belongs more fittingly to the election of Matthias as the twelfth apostle,
orchestrated by Peter and the eleven disciples under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Both cases underline the fact that the
early church was not democratic. Those in authority made the decisions on behalf of the rest. How does this way of proceeding
compare to the ‘synodical” process currently underway in the church? First, we have to realise that the present process of
listening and engagement is merely consultative not deliberative, in contrast to the decisions made by the Jerusalem Church.
Synodality, we are told, is not about decision making. The word means walking together, and walking together doesn’t mean
going off on a tangent and following our own idea of truth, but walking with and towards Christ, The Way, the Truth and
the Life. The Emmaus walk is sometimes used as an example of synodality. Hearts are on fire and eyes are opened, but only
because Christ takes the initiative. Seen in this light synodality leads us into an enriched evangelical and sacramental
experience, opening up the scriptures and breaking the bread. Again, the synodal process might be compared to pilgrimage,
a journey leading towards a given point, but a journey as much inwards as outwards, leading ourselves to be more Christ
like, by listening to Him in unforeseen encounters, where we are led to an inner examen and inwardly changed for the better.
Journeying together is a liberating experience, a gift from the Lord, who as our opening antiphon reminds us, is the God who
frees his people. Freedom comes not from imbibing the spirit of the world, but by being taught by the Helper, the Holy Spirit
sent by the Father in Jesus’ name, whom Jesus refers to in the gospel today. The Lord gives us also his peace, the shalom of
God, God’s total blessing for those who he loves. This is priceless and not like any earthly peace. True peacemakers want the
shalom of God for others, a peace which passes all understanding and comes not from bargaining truth away. “If you love me’
Jesus says, then ‘keep my commandments...and I will ask the Father and he will send you another Helper, to abide for ever’. The Holy
Spirit never leads us into error but draws us to glorify only the Father and the Son. Fr
Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS SUNDAY’S
FIRST COMMUNICANTS: Luca Adamo, Antonella
Arias Padilla, Marcel Bialek, Alessia
French, Leonardo French, Eliana
Giardina, Rocco Hussein, Kasper Jones,
Sebastian Jones, Sophia Kacak, Erin
Keighrey, Gracie Rose, Julian Truszkowski, Emelia
Verde and Benjamin Underhill.

MASS on Monday morning will be at 8am with
Exposition at 7.30am. There will be no evening
Exposition.

On Tuesday Mass will be at 7pm with Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament at 6pm. There will be no
Morning Mass or Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the morning.

On Friday evening there will be no Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament.

LEON JASELSKY of Goldington Close, Hoddesdon

died recently. His Requiem will be on Monday 2nd

June at 2pm. May he rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Leon Jaselsky and for all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Arthur
McCafferty, Jan Dukta, Eileen Kelly, Pasqualina
Hussein, David Lloyd-Jones, Donato Fonzo,
Angelika Manguin, Maria Nugara, Giuseppe
Morreale and Domenico & Francesca Provenzano.
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let
us pray that through work, each person
might find fulfilment, families might be
sustained in dignity, and that society
might be humanized.

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May, a decade of
the Rosary will be prayed for before each Sunday
Mass.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Next date: 1¢t June.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 15t June. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 5%
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet
on the first Thursday of each month.

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and
Sacred Heart Devotion will be held

on Sunday 15% June from 7-8pm in
church

ASCENSION DAY is on Thursday 29th
May and is a Holy Day of Obligation.
Mass will be at 9.15am, 2pm, and 8pm.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
will be at 8.30am and 7-8pm.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a
® Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday

| 12th July. The day will commence with
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. There
§ will be a picnic lunch, tours of the

College, Adoration and confessions.
There will also be a procession of the Blessed
Sacrament. If you would like to go, please contact
the presbytery to register your interest.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be on Saturday 20t September. More details to
follow in due course.

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’
leaflets are available beside the newsletters at the
back of church, if you wish to complete one. Please
hand the completed copy into the presbytery.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick
in hospital, please let us know here at the
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and
receive Holy Communion and any other
Sacraments from the Chaplain. Chaplains are:
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935;
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
@J@ COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday
CT)ir;“ 3t June at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025:
The next meeting will be on Monday 274 June at 7pm
in the crypt.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 4th June from 7.15-8.15pm in the church.
The course must be completed before a Baptism can
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact
the presbytery.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child who is
older than year 3 and would like to make their First
Holy Communion, please contact the presbytery.




SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
ST AUGUSTINE’'S UNDER 5'S =3 E A M
are looking to employ a Team = W
Leader to manage the setting. The [ &= ADE R
job would involve overseeing )
staff, day to day administration, finance,
maintenance of the setting and reporting to the
Trustees. Term time plus 4 weeks. This is a fulltime
position. Salary is competitive and dependent on
experience. If you are interested and qualified to
tletter to staugustinesunderSs@hotmail.co.uk. The
closing date is the 30t May.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
QRIEE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP” GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the
parish support group. We are not a counselling
service, but can always point people in that direction,
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in
the presbytery on Thursday 26t June at 2pm.

LUNCH CLUB & WARM SPACES will not take
place next week.

PARISH PICNIC will be held on Sunday 10t
August. More details will follow in due course.

RETROUVAILLE: Alone or B
bored in your marriage?
Considering separation or
are already divorced? If you
areopen to try again -
Retrouvaille could be the solution. Call to find out
more www.retrouvaille.org.uk +44 797 338 0443

% ‘;3 RETROUVAILLE

a bifeline for ot maiing
Gfeine for s maziiage

PRIEST TRAINING FUND: Thank you for your
generosity to the Priest Training Fund. The total
amount collected was £586.15. It is not too late to
make a donation if you wish - just drop your
envelope of to the presbytery or donate online at
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations.

MEN’S BREAKFAST will be held on Saturday 31st
May at 8.30am in the crypt. There will be a short talk
at 9am with Mass at 10am. This is an opportunity for
Men to share and get together. Do join us at any time
as and when you can.

CARE 4 DONAT.I(.)NS NEEDED: Some
CALAIS new families have recently come
into the Delta Hotel, and need

the following: scooters for primary age children to
help them get to school, Summer clothes for teenage
boys and Summer clothes for women. Any donations
can be brought to the office at St Catherine and St
Pauls Church, during weekday mornings. Tel 01992
462127

CAR PARK WEEDING: Please come with your
gloves and shovel for an hour’s community work on
31st May from 11.30am-12.30.

EMMAUS WALK will be on 31t May in the
afternoon. Meet at 2pm outside St Andrews Church
on Chappell Lane, Stansted Abbotts, SG12 8BU.

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each

weekend Mass. Training will be given. -
If you are interested in volunteering, y
please do contact the presbytery. There

will be Fire Warden training and Fire Safety
awareness training on Saturday 5t July at 11.30am

in the crypt. If you would like to attend, please do
contact the presbytery.

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni
lamarino, Penny Benge and Amelia Dela Luna.
Thank you for your help. More cleaners are needed
to join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed
online https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have
various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please
complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes.
For those whose finances are more stable at present,
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish
out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PRAYER OF THE WEEK
May is the month of Mary!
HAIL HOLY QUEEN
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of mercy, Hail, our |
life, our sweetness, and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor
banished children of Eve. To thee do we send up our
sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn
then, most gracious advocate thine eyes of mercy towards
us. And after this, our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit
of thy womb, Jesus. O clement O loving O sweet Virgin
Mary. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, that we may be
made worthy of the promises of Christ. Amen
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 24t May Our Lady Help of Christians
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Michael O’Connor RIP

Page 485 in Sunday Missals (red books)
Page 267 Parish Mass Books (purple books)

—————————————————————— 1 *' Reading: Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29

4pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Domenico & Francesca Provenzano RIP

Sun 25" May SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Decd members of Beary & Delaney Families
2pm First Holy Communion Mass

Mon 26t May St Philip Neri, Priest

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Johnny Ward RIP

NO 6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 27 May St Augustine of Canterbury
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
NO 9.15am Mass

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
7pm Mass Bill Pollard RIP

Wed 28t May Bl. Margaret Pole

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Guymer Family intentions followed by coffee in
the crypt

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 29th May THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Decd members of McDonagh Family
2pm Mass Thanksgiving for the Holy Family
7-8pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

8pm Mass Richard Michelson RIP

Friday 30" May St Joan of Arc

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Laura & Mary Carroll ‘s ints

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 315t May THE VISITATION OF BLESSED VIRGIN
MARY

9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Alberto Beschizza RIP

4.00pm ltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP

Sun 15t June SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish
11.15am Mass Brendan O’Sullivan RIP

It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay
on you no greater burden than these requirements.

Ps 67 — Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the
peoples praise you.

2nd Reading: Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23

He showed me the holy city coming down out of heaven.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. If anyone loves me, he
will keep my word, says the Lord, and my Father will
love him, and we will come to him. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 14: 23-29
The Holy Spirit will bring to your remembrance all that
I have said to you.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR C)

1+t Reading: Acts 7: 55-60
2nd Reading: Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20
Gospel: John 17: 20-26

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

REGULAR EVENTS

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be
posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI:
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




