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YEAR C THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 4™ MAY 2025
Gospel: John 21: 1-19
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish.

The passing of Pope Francis makes us consider
the many ways in which he touched our lives.
Given the environmental crisis facing the world,
many consider his concern for our common
home to be his greatest achievement. The title of
his encyclical, Laudato Si, comes from St Francis
of Assisi’s canticle of creation. Pope Francis
adopted these words, like the saint’s name, since
he believed that we needed to model St Francis’
care for creation, his simplicity of lifestyle and
his rejection of materialism. For St Francis, creation was in tune with its Creator. For him all created things are sacramental,
pointing to the reality and truth of God. Just as they depend on their Creator for their being, so we should be similarly
dependent upon God, and see ourselves within the great chain of being. As creation is ordered to the Creator, all created
things are mutually interdependent. We have a perfect illustration of this in our reading today from the Apocalypse. The
visible creation echoes the invisible creation, worshipping the Father and ‘the Lamb who was slain” to whom belong ‘blessing
and honour and glory and might for ever and ever’. St John hears ‘every creature in heaven and on the earth and under the earth
and in the sea, and all that is in them’ offering praise. All things are seen to worship the one true God, identified with Christ
crucified and raised from the dead. Ultimately, true worship finds its fullest expression not just with other human beings but
with the whole of creation. Our entrance antiphon today says ‘cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing to the glory of his name’.
The worship which we offer in mass (the summit of our worship), is at the same time, the worship being offered by the
redeemed creation both visible and invisible. In the mass we don’t just have a window into this new creation, we have access
into it, and enter into the life of heaven. Outside of this heavenly dimension, creation still yearns for fulfilment, subject as it is
to chaos and destruction, unaligned and enslaved by human sin. This entails, as Pope Francis reminds us, that care for our
common home is a theological and moral issue before an ecological issue. How we treat God’s creation, human and non-
human, reflects the choices we make, and the measure of our love for God. As environmental degradation has the greatest
impact upon the poor, we cannot stand by to see their lives blighted by the consequences of sinful actions. Selfishness and
pride lead to the destruction of life and the impoverishment of others through the overexploitation of resources and a throw
away attitude to life. Through what he called an ‘integral ecology’, in caring for our common home, Pope Francis taught us that
everyone is our neighbour. To practice authentic love is to become vulnerable and discerning, reaching out to the edges and
rejecting exclusion. We could say that these were key aspects of his pastoral ministry. God is the God of mercy, who through
Jesus can redeem every person and situation. In today’s gospel, when the disciples fail to catch anything, Jesus rebuilds their
confidence by tenderly calling them ‘children” and invites them to cast their nets again courageously. When they follow his
guidance, they encounter an unforeseen blessing. Their nets are overflowing. Commentating on this passage, Pope Francis
spoke as a true pastor and evangelist: ‘Brothers and sisters, when our nets are empty in life, it is not the time to feel sorry for ourselves,
to take our minds off things, to return to old pastimes. It is time to begin again with Jesus, it is time to find the courage to begin again, it
is time to put out to sea again with Jesus’. To step out in faith and to trust the living Lord, is to encounter the joy of the gospel
which fills both heart and lives. The psalmist says today, ‘I will extol the Lord, for you have raised me up...You have changed my
mourning into dancing’. In the Apocalypse, Christ tells the Church at Ephesus that it has lost its first love. Our love for the Lord
can easily become institutionalised, stale and prosaic. We need the continuous renewal of God’s Spirit to revive our faith.
Pope Francis reminded us of the first principle of love, and the need for us all to rekindle a heart of intimacy with the Lord. It
should take our breath away that the God through whom and for whom everything exists, extends an open invitation for us
each to come and have breakfast. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS to Gary Read
and Angela O’Connell-Coyne who will be married in
church this weekend. May God bless them in their
married life.

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Oliver
McGroary and Ocean Best-Joyce who will be baptised
this weekend.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
will not take place on Tuesday evening next week.

MATTHEW WOTTON formerly of Hoddesdon died

recently. His Requiem will be on Wednesday 14t

May at 12.30pm. May he rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Pope Francis, and Matthew Wotton and for
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including Timothy O’Brien, Francesco Tona, Luciana
Gianfrancesco, Karl Schuster, Linda Tuzzeo, Dario
Minichiello, John McElroy, Liberato Reveglia, David
Hale, Joan Hiscock, Patrick Danagher, Wendy Pyper,
Linda & Vincenzo Tuzzeo and Fr Michael Guinnell.
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR MAY: Let us pray that
through work, each person might find fulfilment,
families might be sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanized.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Next date: 4th May.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 11th May. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 5t
June at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet
on the first Thursday of each month.

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and
the Rosary will be held on Sunday
18t May 7-8pm in church

MONTH OF OUR LADY: During May,
a decade of the Rosary will be prayed
for before each Sunday Mass.

MAY PROCESSION will be held

after the 9.15am Mass on Tuesday
13t May, the feast of Our Lady of
Fatima. There will be refreshments served in the
garden, weather permitting.

AYLESFORD PRIORY PILGRIMAGE will be held
on Thursday 15 May and the coach will leave at
9am. Please note that the coach is now full. You can

either bring a packed lunch or buy lunch there. We
aim to leave Aylesford at 4pm.

VOTIVE MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT will be
celebrated in Westminster Cathedral on Tuesday, 6
May, at 5.30pm to pray for the guidance of the Holy
Spirit on the Cardinals gathered in Rome before the
Conclave starts on Wednesday. The principal
celebrant of this Mass will be His Excellency the
Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendia.
All are welcome to attend.

SERVICE OF HEALING AND a TN~
HOPE will be held on Saturday > mun (
10t May at 2.30pm at the ‘ ‘
Cathedral and will be led by  (OUDFENCE
Cardinal Vincent. This is an open service to which all
are welcome as a sign of solidarity, care and hope for
those who have been impacted by abuse, as well as
those who work with or support them. Before the
service, all are welcome to join in a creative workshop
from 10am in the Cathedral Hall, run by LOUDFence,
to make materials which will be used in the service.
If you are planning on attending, please bring a
packed lunch.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a
Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday
| 12th July. The day will commence with
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. If you
® would like to go, please contact the
presbytery to register your interest.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be on Saturday 20t September. More details to
follow in due course.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick
in hospital, please let us know here at the
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and
receive Holy Communion and any other
Sacraments from the Chaplain. Chaplains are:
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935;
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
CAlE® COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday
7 13th May at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025:
The next meeting will be on Monday 12th May at 7pm
in the crypt. Please return the Sponsor forms and




nomination forms to the presbytery as soon as
possible.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
PROGRAMME: The practice will be on
Saturday 10t May at 11.30am for those
making their First Holy Communion on the 11th May.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Wednesday 4th June from 7.15-8.15pm in the church.
The course must be completed before a Baptism can
be arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact
the presbytery.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S
ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S TN M
are looking to employ a Team A
Leader to manage the setting. If [LEADE R
you are interested and qualified to '
Level 3 or above, please send your CV with covering
letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk. The
closing date is the 9t May.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5'S will
be holding a quiz night on Friday 16t
'~ May, 7.15 or 7.30pm in the crypt.
Tables of up to 8 people, £5 per head.
Please contact the Under 5’s on 460614 to book a table.
Please bring your own nibbles.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

Priest Training Fund PRIEST

Good Shepherd Sunday
T

TRAINING FUND:
Sunday 11t May is Good Shepherd
Sunday. This fund pays for the

n

. |\* priestly formation of men for the
) ]h i | Catholic priesthood. There are
currently 50 men studying at Allen
Hall seminary, 13 of whom are from our own
Diocese. 2 of these are deacons for Westminster. We
also have 2 seminarians at the Royal '
English College in Valladolid. Last (=] ﬂl@
year 3 deacons who studied at Allen } ‘f:;._:e
Hall were ordained priests. This fund %{E
also supports the ongoing enrichment -
and formation of our ordained priests. Your generous
donation helps ensure we can support these men who
are called to be like Christ the Good Shepherd.
Donation envelopes are attached to the newsletter
and then will be collected on the weekend of the
10th/11th May. Please continue to pray for vocations
and for our priests. You can use the QR code to make
your donation online or visit
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations. Thank you for your
generosity.

LENTEN COLLECTIONS: The Holy Places
collection after the Passion Liturgy on Good Friday
raised £451.64. The amount in Lenten Alms was
£220.46. Thank you to everyone for your donations.
SANTA MARTA GROUP collection on behalf of
Pope Francis amounted to £517.75. Thank you to
everyone for your donations.

g'll‘ﬂ]!f!{vl o BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the
parish support group. We are not a counselling
service, but can always point people in that direction,
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in
the presbytery on Thursday 22nd May at 2pm.

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina
Pegna and Pat Callanan. Thank you for your help.

CHURCH CLEANERS: More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed
online https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have
various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering
here by scanning the QR Code with your
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a
contactless device at the left-hand exit door
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please
complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes.
For those whose finances are more stable at present,
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish
out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

Prayers for the successor of Pope Francis

O God, who chose your servant, in succession to
the Apostle Peter as shepherd of the whole flock,
look favourably on the supplications of your
people and grant that, as Vicar of Christ on earth,
he may confirm his brethren and that the whole
Church may be in communion with him in the
bond of unity, love and peace, so that in you, the
shepherd of souls, all may know the truth and
attain life eternal. rough our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

Amen.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 39 May SAINTS PHILIP & JAMES, Apostles
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Vicky Forni RIP, Peter Fry RIP & Rita Eaton

2.30pm Wedding Gary Read & Angela O’Connell-Coyne
4pm ltalian Mass*
6.30pm Mass Linda & Vincenzo Tuzzeo RIP

Sun 4th May THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Fr Michael Guinnell RIP
e

Mon 5t May

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Rachel O’'Donoghue’s intentions
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 6" May

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Wendy Pyper RIP

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 7t May

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass David Hale RIP followed by coffee in the crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 8t May
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 472 in Sunday Missals (red books)
Page 259 Parish Mass Books (purple books)

1t Reading: Acts 5: 27b-32, 40b-41
We are witnesses to those things, and so is the Holy
Spirit.

Ps 30 — I will extol you, Lord, for you have raised me
up.

2nd Reading: Revelation 5: 11-14
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and
wealth.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, allelvia. Christ is risen, who
created all things and has shown compassion on the
human race. Alleluia.

Gospel: John 21: 1-19
Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,
and so with the fish.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
(YEAR C)

15t Reading: Acts 13: 14, 43b-52
2nd Reading: Revelation 7: 9, 13q, 14b-17
Gospel: John 10: 27-30

8am Mass Francesco Borrelli RIP
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 9" May

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Ned Connors RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 10" May
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Margaret Galligan RIP

4.00pm ltalian Mass*
6.30pm Mass Daniela Ruggiero RIP

Sun 11" May FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
9.15am Mass For the Parish

11.15am Mass Maurice Cattini RIP anniv

2pm First Holy Communion Mass

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any fime.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 5th 1pm Lunch club

Tues 5t
Wed 6th

2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt
6pm Brownies

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO.
— NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed
forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery
letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano
vicino al tabellone degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della

posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio




