
     The Announcer 
                St Augustine’s Catholic Church 

The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS   Tel: 01992-440986 
Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies 

E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk   Web-site: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon 
FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am–4pm) 
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community) 

Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade— hoddesdonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk 

 

YEAR C                                        CORPUS CHRISTI                              22ND JUNE 2025 
Gospel: Luke 9: 11b-17 
All ate and were satisfied.  

Today is the beautiful feast of Corpus Christi when we 
give thanks for Jesus’ gift of his very self to us in the holy 
eucharist. Of course, we do the same in every mass, at 
every adoration and hopefully throughout out our 
Christian life. Yet it is good to have a specific day to focus 
our reverence upon his body and blood. Our collect 
prays, ‘O God, who in this wonderful sacrament have left us 
a memorial of your Passion, grant us we pray, so as to revere 
the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood that we may 
always experience in ourselves the fruits of our redemption’. 
The collect reminds us that while the sacrament is a 
memorial of Jesus’ Passion (his death on the cross in 
historical time), the implications of that death transcend 
history.  Jesus’ death on the Cross took place at a 
particular time and at a particular place, yet it is predestined and of eternal significance. Such was God’s desire to save the 
human race, Jesus’ sacrifice was fore-ordained. He is according to holy scripture, the Lamb slain from before the creation of 
the world. Jesus could never die in heaven, only on earth, and it was on earth that he submitted his body to be broken and his 
blood poured out for us. That Jesus has been raised from the dead entails that his death and resurrection are the means of our 
salvation. Since Jesus is alive he doesn’t offer us just a memorial of his death, but the offer of his risen life now. We access that 
risen life through believing in him and by receiving him into our lives-Jesus very self, who then admits us into the fellowship 
of the Father and the Spirit. This means that when we receive the Lord we are receiving not just his sacramental presence but 
his real presence. He is a living Saviour not a dead one. St Teresa of Calcutta said that that the cross is what Jesus did for us 
then, but in the eucharist we receive what Jesus does for us now. All the benefits of his saving death are accessed now. Corpus 
Christ calls us to revere ‘the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood’. Some accuse us of idolatry of worshipping what they call 
bread and wine. If we did this, we would indeed be idolatrous, worshipping things instead of God. But we do not. We are 
worshipping Jesus, for we are not receiving bread and wine, but the Body and Blood of the Lord. We are simply obeying what 
the Lord said ‘This is my body, this is my blood’. Whose words command greater respect? Our Lord’s or those who refuse to 
accept the biblical text? Could anything be more important than receiving Jesus, the very gift of heaven itself. Therefore, we 
should participate in the holy communion with great reverence, perceiving as St Paul reminds us, the body and blood of the 
Lord. Our collect describes the body and blood as sacred mysteries. In Christianity, the word mystery means something quite 
different from the usual meaning. In popular parlance, a mystery is to be solved. However, in the biblical sense, a mystery is 
something already revealed, but whose truth is yet to be fully grasped or is kept hidden from the profane. The sacrament 
tastes like bread, looks like it, feels like it, but God’s word has already told us that it is something else. When Pope Urban IV 
instituted the Feast of Corpus Christ, he asked theologians to write eucharistic hymns to celebrate the new feast. St Thomas 
Aquinas’ are among the most beautiful, and Adoro Te Devote is among the finest. In Gerard Manley Hopkins’ translation we 
have these words, ‘Seeing, touching, tasting are in thee deceived: How says trusty hearing? That shall be believed. What God’s Son has 
told me, take for truth I do; Truth Himself speaks truly or there’s nothing true’. How the bread and wine become the body and blood 
of the Lord has been the cause of endless speculation and debate throughout the generations. The Church teaches that the 
bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ as the moment of consecration, that their substance has changed 
(transubstantiated) even if the outward appearance remains the same. What we are receiving is Jesus, his Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity. The most present of the many real presences with which he graces his Church. ‘Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood remains in me and I in him, says the Lord’. How can we possibly love Jesus if we refuse his very self?                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Fr Julian 

mailto:hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
mailto:hoddesdonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk


PRAYER & LITURGY 

CORPUS CHRISTI is this Sunday 22nd June and 
there will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in 
the garden at 8pm, weather permitting, otherwise in 
the church.  

 

MAURO CAPONE died recently. His Requiem will 

be on Monday 14th July at 11am.     May he rest in peace. 

 
PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Mauro Capone and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Patricia 
Leach, Salvatore Santaniello, Domenico Provenzano, 
Ian Hunter, Yvonne Dignan, Michael Whyton, 
Arthur Carini, Angela McIntyre, Maria Gaiteri, Clare 
Broadbent, Ernest Beades, William Coffey, Brian 
Moore, Maria Santaniello, Thomas Dunne and Kathy 
Rourke.  May their souls and the souls of al the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE: 
Let us pray that each one of us might 
find consolation in a personal 
relationship with Jesus, and from his 
Heart, learn to have compassion on the 
world. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 20th July.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 29th June.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/READERS: The next 
rotas for the period July – October will be drawn up 
shortly.  Please therefore advise of any dates that you 
are NOT available during this period by 23rd June 

AT THE LATEST to Pat Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass 
(telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 449282 or 
email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and Dawn 
Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 440986 or 
email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please also advise 
of any changes in personal contact details e.g. 
address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, all 
rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 17th 

July at 7.30pm in the crypt and will resume after the 
summer holidays on the 4th September.   
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE: 
Please note that this event has now been cancelled by 
the Diocese as there was not enough interest shown.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be on Saturday 20th September.  More details to 
follow in due course.  

 

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 24th 

June at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September 
are now available to collect from the 

presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child 
who is older than year 3 and would like 
to make their First Holy Communion, 
please contact the presbytery. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
  

CANCEL DEBT - CHOOSE HOPE! 54 
countries - from Kenya to Sri Lanka - are 
facing debt distress, with many being 

forced to spend more on payments to big banks, 
wealthy nations and global institutions, than they 
spend on health, education or life-saving climate 
measures.  Debts are being paid at the expense of 
hiring doctors and teachers, building schools, 
hospitals and sewage systems, preparing for floods, 
or coping with droughts.  The lives of our sisters and 
brothers are being devastated by debt!  Help by 
signing a petition at all Masses on the weekend 
21st/22nd June.  Could we send off to CAFOD over 
100 signatures?   

 
SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
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the presbytery on Thursday 10th July at 2pm – please 
note the change of date. 
 
MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 5th July 8:30 in 
crypt, short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00. An 
opportunity for men to share and get together. Do 
join us at any time as and when you can 
 
PARISH PICNIC will be held in the presbytery 
garden on Sunday 10th August from 12.30-4pm. In 
order to get an idea of numbers, if you would like to 
attend, please fill out the slip and return it to the 
presbytery.  
 

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each 
weekend Mass.  Training will be given. 
If you are interested in volunteering, 
please do contact the presbytery. There 

will be Fire Warden training and Fire Safety 
awareness training on Saturday 5th July at 11.30am 
in the crypt.  If you would like to attend, please do 
contact the presbytery.  

HELP a child in need by becoming a foster carer. 
Hertfordshire County Council has launched an 
urgent HELP campaign to find more foster carers. 
The county council runs a non-profit fostering service 
dedicated to providing children with a loving and 
supportive home. In Hertfordshire, there are 
approximately 1,000 children in care and more than 
400 households fostering with their local council. 
Could you provide stability, care and a family home 
for a local child? You’ll receive training and support 
and, as a foster carer, you’ll receive a weekly payment 
for your skills, plus a weekly allowance for each child 
you look after. Visit the website today to find out 
more about fostering in Hertfordshire: 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fosterHELP 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY - Summer Concert - 
7.30pm Saturday, 5th July at The Drill Hall, Ware. 
Brahms and Mendelssohn pieces, professional 
singers/orchestra.  Tickets: £20, incl. wine/soft drink, 
from www.warechoral.org,; Theresa Casbard 07742 
022223; Anne Byrne 07980 651828. 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni 
Iamarino and Penny Benge. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed to join the Wednesday and 
Thursday team.  If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info. 

 

 
FINANCE 

NO CASH? You can make your offering 
here by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 
 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

16th June 
 
O MOST HOLY HEART OF JESUS, 
fountain of every blessing, I 
adore you, I love you, and with 
lively sorrow for my sins I offer 
you this poor heart of mine.  Make me humble, 
patient, pure and wholly obedient to your will.  Grant 
good Jesus, that I may live in you and for you.   
Protect me in the midst of danger.  Comfort me in my 
afflictions.  Give me health of body, assistance in my 
temporal needs, your blessing on all that I do, and the 
grace of a holy death.  Amen.  
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

How many people attending………………… 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will 

then be destroyed.  You can read the full privacy policy on  
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 21st June St Aloysius Gonzaga, Reglious 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Giuseppe Cognata RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Michael Whyton RIP  
 

Sun 22nd June CORPUS CHRISTI 
9.15am Mass   Kathy Rourke RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 
8pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Page 1104 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 83 Parish Mass Books  

 
1st Reading:   Genesis 14: 18-20 
He offered bread and wine.  
 

Ps 110 — You are a priest for ever, according to the 
order of Melchizedek.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 
For as often as you eat and drink, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. I am the living bread 
that came down from heaven, says the Lord. If anyone 
eats of this bread, he will live for ever. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 9: 11b-17 
All ate and were satisfied.  
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
SAINTS PETER & PAUL  

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Acts 12: 1-11 
2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18 
Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-19 

Mon 23rd June St Etheldreda Virgin 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Peter Fry RIP, Vicky Forni RIP, Leon Jaselsky 
RIP and Grace Difato’s intentions  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 24th June SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Bartley & Peter Galligan RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 25th June  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Private intention followed by coffee in the crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 26th June St Josemaria Escriva 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Private intention 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 27th June MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Abigail Satwick RIP anniv 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 28th June Immaculate Heart of Mary 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Kay Peteranna RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Jane Hinton RIP  
 

Sun 29th June SAINTS PETER & PAUL Apostles  
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Muriel Irechukwi’s intentions  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 24th               1pm Lunch Club, crypt Tues 24th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
Wed 25th                 6pm Brownies, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


