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YEAR C                                        SAINTS PETER & PAUL                          29TH JUNE 2025 
Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-19 

You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  
Several Christians died in the Ahmedabad plane crash, including the co-pilot 
and a female member of the cabin crew. Both were active in their local churches. 
She was particularly devoted, and had called her widowed mother the night 
before and prayed with her, as she customarily did when on duty. Did God love 
them any less than the sole survivor who walked away from the crash relatively 
unscathed, or than the many others who died? Hardly. Today’s first reading 
from the acts of the Apostles poses a similar question. We hear that the apostle 
James (the twin brother of John) is killed by Herod Agrippa, while Peter 
escapes. Did our Lord love James any less than Peter? Hardly. Jesus had drawn 
James, along with John and Peter, into what was effectively an inner circle, 
present with him on those intimate occasions such as at the Transfiguration, the 
raising of Jairus’ daughter and Jesus’ deepest agony in Gethsemane. James 
would have shared the joy and enthusiasm of the other apostles after Pentecost 
as the Spirit empowered them for mission. While Jesus had prepared all of the 
apostles for the possibility of persecution, even death, James could not have 
anticipated how soon his mortal life would be snatched away. His apostolate 
from heaven would prove to be far greater than that any apostolate on earth. It 
is through such heavenly intercession, not just their witness on earth that the 
apostles are foundational to the life of the Church. When we affirm our belief 
in the communion of saints and the one catholic, apostolic Church we are 
affirming our fellowship with James and all the apostles beyond time and space. 
However long or short our earthly lives, our apostolic faith introduces us to an open, eternal perspective. Divine love knows 
no closure or limitation. On the shores of Galilee, when the risen Lord confronted Peter with the pain of his threefold betrayal, 
three times Jesus asked him whether or not he loved him. He asked him also whether he loved him more than the other 
disciples. Of each and every one of us Jesus demands an exclusive love, a love which isn’t crippled by the reservation of what 
others think or do. We like to prognosticate about future outcomes while forgetting that such things are not for us to 
determine. When Jesus tells Peter that one day he will be deprived of his freedom, Peter’s instinctive reaction is to measure 
himself against John. With James, they had formed that inner circle of three. Yet there may have been some competition 
between Peter and the disciple who describes himself as the one whom Jesus loved. Such musings remind us the pages of the 
New Testament make no attempt to gloss over the imperfections of the apostles. Peter is known as the apostle who speaks 
first and thinks later. In the gospel today, he will acknowledge Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah, and yet shortly after Jesus 
has to rebuke him for trying to obstruct his journey to Jerusalem. Like Peter, and the other disciples, we are a work in progress, 
called to embrace a future where the only certainty is that Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us. Such is God’s grace that he 
is prepared to build his Church upon Peter, who at times seems anything but rocklike. The same grace allows us to be building 
blocks on the same construction site, with all our rough edges. Jesus knows the bigger picture and he chooses Peter, like Paul, 
and each one of us, not for what we were, but for what we may become. The apostolic faith is evidenced through the 
sufficiency of Jesus’ grace, not the perilous complacency of self-satisfaction. When I am weak then I am strong, St Paul says. ‘The 
Lord stood by me and strengthened me’, echoing the words of the Psalmist, ‘from all my terrors the Lord set me free’. St Paul says 
further, that ‘The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom’. Jesus reminds us that 
whatever the spiritual battle, the victory is assured. The gates of hell, he tells Peter, shall not prevail against the Church, while the 
gates of heaven are opened and closed by the keys he gives him. In seeking to uphold the apostolic faith, may we know the 
fullness of our communion in the one, catholic, apostolic Church built upon Peter. May we give thanks also that it is not Peter, 
nor any of us, who builds that Church, but Christ alone. ‘I will build my Church’.                                                                  Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Azariah 
Debra, Arabella & Roman Donghi and Nico Parker 
who will be baptized this weekend.  

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be held on Friday 4th July 
at 7pm.  

 

MAURO CAPONE died recently. His Requiem will 
be on Monday 14th July at 11am.  
 
ANN CHASTELL of Woodside, died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Friday 18th July at 12 noon.  
                                                         May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Mauro Capone and Ann Chastell and for 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Gaetana Ciraolo, Croce Cuffaro, Sebastiano 
Randazzo, Livia Melillo, Caterina Carini, Allan 
Connolly, John Jones, John O’Driscoll, Bill Pollard, 
Maureen Fallon, Nadia Miragliotta and Jane Hinton. 
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY: Let 
us pray that we might again learn how 
to discern, to know how to choose 
paths of life and reject everything that 
leads us away from Christ and the 
Gospel. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 20th July.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 29th June.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 17th 

July at 7.30pm in the crypt and will resume after the 
summer holidays on the 4th September.   
 

PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE: 
Please note that this event has now been cancelled by 
the Diocese as there was not enough interest shown.  
 

 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be on Saturday 20th 

September. We have the 
chance to go on pilgrimage 
to Walsingham with 
Cardinal Vincent and the 
Auxiliary Bishops. The 
theme of the Pilgrimage in this Jubilee Year is “With 
Mary, we are Pilgrims of Hope, Sharing Mary’s Joy.”  
The coach will leave the church at 8am, to get to 
Walsingham in good time for the 12 noon Mass. After 
lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and conclude with 
Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey. Please note 

there will be two collections during the day: one 
during the Mass which goes towards the upkeep and 
development of Walsingham Shrine and a retiring 
collection after Benediction which also goes towards 
the costs of the day.  We have a 29-seater coach.  To 
book a place on the coach, please contact the 
presbytery.  The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach 
and £5 pilgrims’ levy fee. To book your place on the 
coach, please complete the tear off slip from the 
newsletter and return it to the presbytery with your 
payment.  

 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 

 

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 1st July 

at 7.30pm for all who want to learn more 
about becoming a Catholic, or if you missed 

one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to renew 
your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September 
are now available to collect from the 

presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child 
who is older than year 3 and would like 
to make their First Holy Communion, 
please contact the presbytery. Entry to the 
First Holy Communion programme 
depends on regular attendance at Mass.   
 

SCHOOLS 
 

ACADEMY SCHOOL MASS will be held in church 
on Wednesday 2nd July at 1pm. This Mass is for all 
the children who have made their First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation. All are welcome to 
attend.  
  

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 



parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 10th July at 2pm – please 
note the change of date. 
 

MEN'S BREAKFAST: Saturday 5th July 8:00 Mass 
and then in crypt, short talk and breakfast. An 
opportunity for men to share and get together. Do 
join us at any time as and when you can 
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the presbytery 
garden on Sunday 10th August from 12.30-4pm. In 
order to get an idea of numbers, if you would like to 
attend, please fill out the slip and return it to the 
presbytery. So far, we know of only 12 people 
coming, so please do fill out the slip.  
 

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each 
weekend Mass.  Training will be given. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please 

do contact the presbytery. There will be Fire Warden 
training and Fire Safety awareness training on 
Saturday 5th July at 11.30am in the crypt.  If you 
would like to attend, please do contact the 
presbytery.  

THANK YOU: The family and I were very moved by 
prayers and friendship after Leon’s passing.  As a 
family we would like to thank Fr Julian, the music 
group and all who participated, both present and in 
thought, it truly was a wonderful celebration. Also, 
our thanks for cards, gifts, Masses, charitable 
donations and ongoing love. A Mass will be offered 
in thanksgiving for all our family and friends on 
Sunday 21st September at 9.15am.  Geraldine Jaselsky 
and family. 
 
EMMAUS WALK: Our next walk will be on July 12th 
at 2pm. More details to follow. 

HELP a child in need by becoming a foster carer. 
Hertfordshire County Council has launched an 
urgent HELP campaign to find more foster carers. 
The county council runs a non-profit fostering service 
dedicated to providing children with a loving and 
supportive home. Could you provide stability, care 
and a family home for a local child? You’ll receive 
training and support and, as a foster carer, you’ll 
receive a weekly payment for your skills, plus a 
weekly allowance for each child you look after. Visit 
the website today to find out more about fostering in 
Hertfordshire:  
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fosterHELP 

WARE CHORAL SOCIETY - Summer Concert - 
7.30pm Saturday, 5th July at The Drill Hall, Ware. 
Brahms and Mendelssohn pieces, professional 
singers/orchestra.  Tickets: £20, incl. wine/soft drink, 
from www.warechoral.org,; Theresa Casbard 07742 
022223; Anne Byrne 07980 651828. 

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina 
Pegna and Pat Callanan. Thank you for your help.  
More cleaners are needed to join the Wednesday and 
Thursday team.  If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have 
various job vacancies. Please visit 
https://careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info. 

 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here 
by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door of 
the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please 
complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

How many people attending………………… 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will 

then be destroyed.  You can read the full privacy policy on  
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

 

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM 
ON 20TH SEPTEMBER - £41.00 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 28th June Immaculate Heart of Mary 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Kay Peteranna RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Jane Hinton RIP 
 

Sun 29th June SAINTS PETER & PAUL, Apostles 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Muriel Irechukwu’s intentions 

Page 180 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1151 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Acts 12: 1-11 
Now I am sure that the Lord has rescued me from the 
hand of Herod. 
 

Ps 34 — From all my terrors the Lord set me free.  
 

2nd Reading: 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18 
There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. You are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Matthew 16: 13-19 
You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 66: 10-14c 
2nd Reading: Galatians 6: 14-18 
Gospel: Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20 

Mon 30th June First Martyrs of Holy Roman Church 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Catherine McNamara’s intentions   
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 1st July DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Bill Pollard RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 2nd July 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Nadia Miragliotta RIP anniv followed by coffee 
in the crypt  
1pm Academy School Mass in church  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 3rd July SAINT THOMAS, Apostle 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Patrick Delaney’s intentions  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 4th July St Elizabeth of Portugal 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Mary Beary RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
7pm Mass Joseph Smith RIP 
 
Saturday 5th July St Anthony of Zaccaria, Priest 
7.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Ruby George ints 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Brian Hawkins RIP 
 

Sun 6th July FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Giovanni, Provendanca & Pietro Accomando RIP 
11.15am Mass For the Parish  

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 1st               1pm Lunch Club, crypt 
Tues 1st                2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
Tues 1st                 7.30pm Come & See, crypt  

Wed 2nd                 6pm Brownies, crypt 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. 
— NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed 
forms should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery 
letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano 
vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della 
posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


