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YEAR C                                        PENTECOST SUNDAY                     8TH JUNE 2025 
Gospel: John 14: 15-16, 23b-26 

The Holy Spirit will teach you all things. 
Is creativity at risk from AI generated creations? Musicians, writers 
and artists are lobbying governments to restrict the use of AI so 
that their copyrights are not infringed by tech companies seeking 
to replicate their creations. Is it just creative freedom at stake? Some 
are concerned for the wellbeing of humanity, because the less we 
think for ourselves or are able to express ourselves creatively, the 
more likely our minds are to atrophy. To lose creativity, is to lose 
an essential part of what it is to be human. But are not AI creations 
also a creative gift? The problem is that AI creations have a 
generation of their own, beyond their initial programming, which 
pays little respect to the boundaries established within creation, or 
what we might call the laws of nature. This is not to deny that 
human creations can also overstep these boundaries, and can also have a destructive rather than a benign effect upon the 
world. Clearly the answer is to carefully regulate AI creatively for the benefit of the whole of creation and the wellbeing of all 
the world’s citizens. Where does the inclination to create come from, and why should we be concerned about whether our 
creations are a blessing or a curse to others? The opening antiphon from the Book of Wisdom today says, ‘The Spirit of the Lord 
has filled the whole world and that which contains all things understands what is said’. The urge to create comes from God. It has 
been placed in us by our Creator. It is an impulse which reveals that we are made in God’s image. The Spirit enables the world 
to create, yet the world doesn’t know the Spirit. When we talk about the creative copyrights of artists, writers, musicians, 
scientists, we should remember that there is a greater copyright, the Spirit’s copyright and that our creations should glorify 
God, enhance life and not destroy it. The monopoly over creativity belongs not to us but to God, even though he allows us to 
cooperate freely and creatively in his company. To claim that our creations are entirely our own, would be to forget where 
the creative gifts first come from. Great artists, musicians or scientists, even when they are non-believers, are inadvertently 
glorifying God if their works are ordered to truth. As human nature is fallen, human creations are often fallen and tainted as 
well. For works which draw us to the light of truth and all that is honourable, it is only right to thank God, even when those 
who have worked them are oblivious to their source. Vatican II called for the universal sanctification of life, recognising that 
the Spirit takes the ordinary things of life and transforms them into an acceptable and extraordinary offering to God.  Jesus 
opens to us the Spirit of God so that we can present ourselves, the work of our hands and minds in thanksgiving to God and 
for the wellbeing of his creation. To welcome the Spirit, is to give free reign to the creative impulses of Life in all its fulness. 
To be born of the Spirit is to know the Creator. The Spirit is not just the wisdom underlying the creation, he is the creative 
worker whom the Father and the Son share with those who love them. ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to have with you for ever.’ He wants to make his home in us. The very Spirit 
through whom creation was made and which fills it with God’s glory, is the same Spirit which comes to take up residence in 
the lives of believers. If we are closed to the Father and the Son, then we are closed to the Spirit. St Paul reminds us that we 
cannot please God through ‘the flesh’ (our fallen nature-not to be confused with the human body, which is a gift from God). 
If we seek to live according to this fallen nature, then we die, but ‘if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 
live’. Unlike the destructive impulses of the fallen nature, the Spirit comes not to destroy but to bring life. ‘Send forth your 
Spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth’. He continually revivifies the Church and brings to birth things that have never 
existed. Poured out at Pentecost, he ever shows the mighty works of God to an unbelieving world, convicts it of sin, 
righteousness and judgment and fills us with unutterable joy in glorifying our Creator and Redeemer, which is why the 
continuous and universal prayer of the Church is ‘Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 
love’.                                                                                                                                                                                                     Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Leon Jaselsky and for all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time including Bernadette 
Munday, Calogero Nicastro, Patricia Castaldi, 
Andrew Kelly, Rosa Russo, Joseph Hayward, 
Antonio Albanese, Roy Clucas, Mary O’Riordan, 
Pasquale Ricotta and Giuseppe and Assunta Defeo.  
May their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JUNE: 
Let us pray that each one of us might 
find consolation in a personal 
relationship with Jesus, and from his 
Heart, learn to have compassion on the 
world. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be 
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday mornings. Next date: 8th June. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 15th June.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

DAY FOR LIFE: On Sunday 15th June we celebrate 
the Day for Life, as a reminder of the need to respect 
and protect the inherent value and dignity of each 
life. Suffering touches every person at some point in 
their lives. It is often associated with illness, grief, and 
loss. It is not only caused by physical pain but 
includes emotional suffering as well as ‘soul pain’, 
such as depression and despair. Christians are not 
immune to this mystery and we often struggle to 
know how best to respond to it, and where we can 
find hope. There will be a retiring collection next 

weekend to support this or you can donate online via 
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference website 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/day-for-life/ 

ST ANTHONY’S PROCESSION will take 
place on Saturday 14th June at 3pm with 
Mass at 4pm.  This will be followed by light 

refreshments in the crypt.  All are welcome.  
 

ADORATION WITH TAIZE and Sacred Heart 
Devotion will be held on Sunday 15th June from 7-
8pm in church 

CORPUS CHRISTI is on Sunday 22nd June and there 
will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in the 
garden at 8pm, weather permitting, otherwise in the 
church.  
 

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 3rd 

July at 7.30pm in the crypt and will continue to meet 
on the first Thursday of each month.  
 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS/READERS: The next 
rotas for the period July – October will be drawn up 
shortly.  Please therefore advise of any dates that you 
are NOT available during this period by 23rd June 

AT THE LATEST to Pat Kavanagh for 9.15 am Mass 
(telephone 07485 284007 or 01992 449282 or 
email patandcarolkav@btinternet.com) and Dawn 
Bates for 6.30pm and 11.15am Masses (tel 440986 or 
email hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk). Please also advise 
of any changes in personal contact details e.g. 
address, telephone number etc. Once drawn up, all 
rotas will be dispatched by email unless requested 
otherwise. Thank you. 
 

 PILGRIMAGE TO ST EDMUND’S 
COLLEGE: Cardinal Nichols will lead a 
Pilgrimage to St Edmund’s on Saturday 

12th July. The day will commence with 
Mass in the grounds at 12 noon. Please 
bring suitable clothing in the event of rain. 

There will be a picnic lunch at 1.30pm (please bring 
your own), tours of the College, Adoration and 
confessions. At 2.45pm there will also be a procession 
of the Blessed Sacrament and we will depart at 4pm.  
If you would like to go, please contact the 
presbytery to register your interest.  
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 
will be on Saturday 20th September.  More details to 
follow in due course.  
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT 

HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick 
in hospital, please let us know here at the 
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that 
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and 
receive Holy Communion and any other 
Sacraments from the Chaplain.  Chaplains are: 
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935; 
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183. 
 

 

CATECHETICS 
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 10th 

June at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want 
to renew your faith. 
 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2025: 
The next meeting will be on Monday 9th June at 7pm 
in the crypt. Sponsors should be in the church for 
7.30pm.  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September are 
now available to collect from the presbytery 

either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child 
who is older than year 3 and would like to 
make their First Holy Communion, please 
contact the presbytery. 
 

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE 
CAFOD: CANCEL DEBT - CHOOSE 

HOPE! 54 countries - from Kenya to Sri 
Lanka - are facing debt distress, with many 
being forced to spend more on payments to 

big banks, wealthy nations and global institutions, 
than they spend on health, education or life-saving 
climate measures.  Debts are being paid at the 
expense of hiring doctors and teachers, building 
schools, hospitals and sewage systems, preparing for 
floods, or coping with droughts.  The lives of our 
sisters and brothers are being devastated by 
debt!  Help by signing a petition at all Masses on the 

weekend 21st/22nd June.  Could we send off to 
CAFOD over 100 signatures?   
 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement please feel welcome to come to the 
parish support group. We are not a counselling 
service, but can always point people in that direction, 
if it is necessary. The next meeting will be on held in 
the presbytery on Thursday 10th July at 2pm – please 
note the change of date.  
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the presbytery 
garden on Sunday 10th August from 12.30-4pm. In 
order to get an idea of numbers, if you would like to 
attend, please fill out the slip and return it to the 
presbytery.  
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB 
WINNER for June is number 127 Briony Sigona.  
 

BROXBOURNE COMMUNITY CHOIR will be 
celebrating their 10 years with vibrant Gospel songs 

on Saturday 14th June at 3pm, Christ Church, Ware. 
Adults £10/children under 16 free. Tickets available 
from Gabby 07875221543.  
 

FIRE WARDENS are needed for each 
weekend Mass.  Training will be given. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please 
do contact the presbytery. There will be Fire Warden 
training and Fire Safety awareness training on 
Saturday 5th July at 11.30am in the crypt.  If you 
would like to attend, please do contact the 
presbytery.  

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val. Thank you for your help.  More 
cleaners are needed to join the Wednesday and 
Thursday team.  If you can help, please contact the 
presbytery.  
 

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed 
online https://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs. 
 

 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here 
by scanning the QR Code with your 
smartphone. Alternatively, there is a 
contactless device at the left-hand exit door 
of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, please complete 
the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue 
to give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. 
For those whose finances are more stable at present, 
please consider your parish giving, to help the parish 
out. Please see the link below 
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/ 
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

 

Pentecost Sequence 

Holy Spirit, Lord of light, from the clear celestial height, 
Thy pure beaming radiance give. 

Come, Thou Father of the poor, come with treasures 
which endure, come, Thou light of all that live! 

Thou, of all consolers best, Thou, the soul’s delightful 
guest, such refreshing peace bestow. 

Thou in toil art comfort sweet; pleasant coolness in the 
heat; solace in the midst of woe. 

Light immortal, light divine, visit now these hearts of 
Thine and our inmost being fill. 

If Thou take Thy grace away, nothing pure in us will stay, 
all our good is turned to ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; on our dryness 
pour Thy dew; wash the stains of sin away: 

Bend the stubborn heart and will; melt the frozen; warm 
the chill; guide the steps that go astray. 

We pray Thee, we who evermore Thee confess and Thee 
adore, with Thy sevenfold gifts descend: Give us comfort 
when we die; give us life with Thee on high; give us joys 

that never end. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

How many people attending………………… 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will 

then be destroyed.  You can read the full privacy policy on  

rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 7th June  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Calogero Nicastro RIP  
 

4pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Pasquale Ricotta RIP 
 

Sun 8th June PENTECOST SUNDAY 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Giuseppe & Assunta Defeo RIP anniv  

Page 504 in Sunday Missals (red books) 
Page 287 Parish Mass Books (purple books) 

 
1st Reading:   Acts 2: 1-11 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak.   
 

Ps 104 — Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the 
face of the earth.  
 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13 
In one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill 
the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in them the fire 
of your love. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  John 20: 14: 15-16, 23b-26 
The Holy Spirit will teach you all things. 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
MOST HOLY TRINITY  

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Proverbs 8: 22-31 
2nd Reading: Romans 5: 1-5 
Gospel: John 16: 12-15 

Mon 9th June Mary, Mother of the Church  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Ann Walsh RIP  
6-6.45pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 10th June  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Angela McIntyre RIP  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 11th June St Barnabas, Apostle 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Leon Jaselsky RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 12th June OUR LOD JESUS CHRIST, THE ETERNAL 
HIGH PRIEST  
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Michael Gaine RIP  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 13th June St Anthony of Padua, Priest & Dr 
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Abigail Satwick RIP anniv 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 14th June Blessed Virgin Mary  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Maria Venturini Beschizza RIP  

3.00pm St Anthony’s Procession  
4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Margery Davies RIP anniv  
 

Sun 15th June MOST HOLY TRINITY 
9.15am Mass   For the Parish 
11.15am Mass Francesco & Francesca Pizzo RIP anniv 
1.15pm Confirmation Mass 
7pm Adoration with Taize 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Mon 9th                 7pm Confirmation, crypt 
Tues 10th               1pm Lunch Club, crypt 

Tues 10th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
Wed 11th                 6pm Brownies, crypt 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW 
PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be 
posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: 
Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.  Una volta 
compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio 


