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YEAR C FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN O.T. 13TH JULY 2025
Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37
Who is my neighbour?

I'm writing this on the Feast Day of St Benedict, ——

Patron of Europe and father of Western monasticism.

To remember the mercy of God, according to

Benedict, is key to our becoming whole. Do we

despair of God’s mercy? Do we think that our sins are

too great for God to forgive? Bringing our sins into

the light of confession is the first step of releasing

ourselves to become the people we are meant to be. If

we have never encountered the love of Christ for us

and the price he paid to release us from our sins, then

we will never understand how merciful God is. Sin )
affects our relationship with God and with one
another, necessitating a response on our part. This is
why the best name for the sacrament of penance or
confession is the sacrament of reconciliation, and the
best way of seeing it is as one of the two sacraments of healing. It extends to us Jesus” forgiveness from the cross and heals
our broken relationships. Through it, we are reconciled to God and with one another. Extending such healing reconciliation
to others is the heart of mercy. The mercy we receive has to be worked out in social relationship with our neighbours. It is
wonderfully rehabilitating and enabling. We are to show mercy to others since that is what our Heavenly Father shows us.
God is merciful. ‘Be merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful’, Jesus tells us. In today’s psalm, the psalmist cries out, ‘In your
great mercy, answer me, O God, with your faithful salvation. Lord answer, for your mercy is kind’. Pope Francis, in his Extraordinary
Jubilee of Mercy, said that ‘we need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity and peace. Our
salvation depends on it. ...Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us...Mercy: the bridge that connects God
and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness’. St Thomas Aquinas says that God’s justice is
meaningless without God’s mercy. The first need of the man who fell among robbers was not justice but merciful love. The
lawyer, in today’s gospel, identified the neighbour of the man who fell among robbers, as “The one who showed him mercy’. We
can never show mercy, if mercy doesn’t move our hearts to loving action and remains only a wishful feeling. This is why the
Latin word for mercy, misericordia, means pity shown from the heart. Jesus expects us to model the mercy he has shown us,
in how we treat others, not least those who have a particular call on our lives, those whom we might consider our neighbours.
The lawyer who put Jesus to the test, wanted to know “who is my neighbour?’ In response, Jesus told the parable that is today’s
gospel, The Good Samaritan. By the end of the parable, Jesus has turned the lawyer’s question around so that he is left
answering the question, to whom must I become a neighbour? It is easy for us to expect something from our neighbours, but
are we prepared to be neighbours ourselves? For the Christian the circle of neighbourhood is wide and its borders porous,
and in this age of mass communication, we cannot claim ignorance about the needs of others further afield. However, the
greatest need for mercy may be on our own doorstep. Dives missed this when he ignored the needs of Lazarus. We are blessed
in the Catholic Church to have a rich repository of advice and instruction, founded on scripture and tested by tradition, about
how we might become more merciful. The catechism draws our attention to what it calls the fourteen Corporeal Works of
Mercy and the Spiritual Works of Mercy. The seven Spiritual Works of Mercy are helping others in their spiritual needs,
namely, counselling the doubtful; instructing others in the faith; admonishing sinners; comforting those who mourn;
extending forgiveness to others, just as God forgives us; bearing injuries patiently and praying for the living and dead. The
seven Corporeal Works are feeding the hungry, giving water to the thirsty, sheltering the homeless, visiting the sick, visiting
those imprisoned, burying the dead and giving alms to the poor. These are not exhaustive, but if we were to put them into
practice, we would change the world and ourselves. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Aria Bristow,
Reece Gurjao and Alessio Amico who will be
baptized this weekend.

MAURO CAPONE died recently. His Requiem will
be on Monday 14t July at 11am.

ANN CHASTELL of Woodside, died recently. Her

Requiem will be on Friday 18t July at 12 noon.

RODNEY LITTLE of Churchgate died recently, His
Requiem will be on Tuesday 2274 July at 1.30pm.
May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Frank Balado, Fr Michael Stewart, Rodney
Little, Mauro Capone and Ann Chastell and for all
those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including Denis Lynch, Filomena Monachello,
Vincenzo Loffredo, Ned Brien, Antonio Martucci,
Patricia Grant, Pamela Newell, Nicola Barone &
Margherita, Maria Di Maggio and Valerie Smith. May
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through
the mercy of God rest in peace.

MASS on Wednesday will be at 9.15am with St
Augustine’s School in church. There will also be
Mass at 11am at St Cross School and all are welcome.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY: Let
us pray that we might again learn how
to discern, to know how to choose
paths of life and reject everything that
leads us away from Christ and the
Gospel.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be
running the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Next date: 20t July.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 13t July. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will meet again on Thursday 17th
July at 7.30pm in the crypt and will resume after the
summer holidays on the 4th September.

ALTAR SERVERS TRAINING will take place on

Saturday 19t July at 11.30am ; |
{1 by |

for all servers and anyone who | a‘_lﬂiﬂ

is in year 3 and above who 'L SERVER

would like to become a server. |

You must be attending Mass on a regular basis to
qualify. If you are interested, please contact the
presbytery.

ADORATION with Taize chants
and devotions to the Precious Blood
will be held on Sunday 20t July
from 7-8pm.

WORTH ABBEY: We
are having a parish trip
to Worth Abbey, an
English Benedictine
Monastery on Thursday
21st August. The coach will leave the church at 9am
and stop off somewhere where you will have time to
have a walk and get lunch. We will then travel onto
Worth Abbey where you will have the chance to visit
the gardens and also the Abbey. We will stay for the
Monastic Mass and then leave at 6.15pm. The price
of the coach will be £28. If you would like to go,
please fill in the tear off slip and return it to the
presbytery, together with your money.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM
will be on Saturday 20th o
September. The theme of the
Pilgrimage in this Jubilee Year
is “With Mary, we are
Pilgrims of Hope, Sharing
Mary’s Joy.” The coach will leave the church at 8am,
to get to Walsingham in good time for the 12 noon
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the
Abbey. Please note there will be two collections
during the day: one during the Mass which goes
towards the wupkeep and development of
Walsingham Shrine and a retiring collection after
Benediction which also goes towards the costs of the
day. We have a 29-seater coach. To book a place on
the coach, please contact the presbytery. The cost of
the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5 pilgrims’ levy
fee. To book your place on the coach, please complete
the tear off slip from the newsletter and return it to
the presbytery with your payment.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS

PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick
in hospital, please let us know here at the
Presbytery, and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that
your loved one can be visited whilst in hospital, and
receive Holy Communion and any other
Sacraments from the Chaplain. Chaplains are:
Lister, John O’Neill 01438-285138 or 07876-526935;
Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS

COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 15t
July at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want
to renew your faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026:
Application forms for the Confirmation programme
for young people in Year 9 or above, or going into
Year 9 in September are now available to collect from




the presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to
the Confirmation programme depends on regular
attendance at Mass. More details will follow in due
course.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child
who is older than year 3 and would like to
make their First Holy Communion, please %
contact the presbytery. Entry to the First Holy
Communion programme depends on regular
attendance at Mass.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Friday 25t July 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The
course must be completed before a Baptism can be
arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact the
presbytery.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

gllgﬁlngl o BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement and would like support, please contact
the presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but
can always point people in that direction, if it is
necessary.

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the presbytery
garden on Sunday 10t August from 12.30-4pm. In
order to get an idea of numbers, if you would like to
attend, please fill out the slip and return it to the
presbytery. So far, we know of only 21 people
coming, so please do fill out the slip. If you can
donate a raffle prize, please drop it off to the
presbytery before the 4t August. Please do not
bring it on the day of the picnic.

CARE 4 DONATIONS NEEDED: New
families are now arriving at the
Delta Hotel, and more summer clothes for men,
women, children and babies are needed. We also
need stationery, eg colouring books, colouring
pencils and felt tipped pens. Please take them to the
church office at St Catherine and St Pauls Church, any
weekday morning.

CHURCH CLEANING: Michele & Pelle De Luca,
Sophie Lenguito & Alex Thomson. Thank you for
your help. More cleaners are needed to join the
Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can help,
please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed
online https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all
who continue to give regularly by
standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at
present, please consider your parish giving, to help
the parish out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PARISH PICNIC
SUNDAY 10™ AUGUST 12.30-4pm

Name: .o
Contact NO: oo
Email address.........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiiin,

How many people attending.....................

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will
then be destroyed. You can read the full privacy policy on

rcdow.org.uk/diocese/ privacy-policy.

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WORTH ABBEY
ON THURSDAY 215T AUGUST - £28

Name: .o

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM
ON 20T SEPTEMBER - £41.00

Name: ..o

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week Today’s Liturgy

Page 108 Parish Mass Books

Saturday 12t July Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday . >
Page 1020 in Sunday Missals

9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Anna Beschizza RIP anniv .
———————————————————— 1 * Reading: Deuteronomy 30: 10-14

4.00pm ltalian Mass™ The word is very near you, so that you can do it.

6.30pm Mass For the Parish
pm fidss For fhe Faris Ps 69 — Seek God, you who are poor, and your hearts

Sun 13* July FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. will revive.
.1 M Valeri ith RIP
9-15am Mass alerie Smi 2nd Reading: Colossians 1: 15-20

11.1 Mass Nicola & Margherita B RIP
mé All things were created through him and for him.

Mon 14t July St Camillus de Lellis, Priest

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Your words, O Lord,
9.15am Mass Decd members of Byrne & Stickland families are spirit and life; you have the words of eternal life.
11am Requiem Mass Mauro Capone RIP Alleluia.

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Gospel: Luke 10: 25-37

Tues 15 July St Bonaventure, Bishop Who is my neighbour?

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15am Mass John Whelehan RIP NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T.
Wed 16" July Our Lady of Mount Carmel (YEAR C)

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 15t Reading: Genesis 18: 1-10a

9.15 Mass with St Augustine’s School Justin Ighade’s 2nd Reading: Colossians 1: 24-28
intentions followed by coffee in the crypt Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42

11am Mass at St Cross School

6pm Exposifion of the Blessed Sacrament SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm

Thurs 17t July Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 — 11am
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

8am Mass David Green RIP

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament ROSARY

Friday 18" July The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.40 Benediction SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK
12 noon Requiem Mass Ann Chastell RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for

major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of

Saturday 19" July Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday Anointing at any time.

9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

10am Mass George Family intentions . . . .
—————————————————————————————————C itholics must approach their parish priest at least 6

4.00pm ltalian Mass* months prior to their intended wedding, and before
6.30pm Mass For the Parish setting a wedding date.

Sun 20t July SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
9.15am Mass Isabella & Stanley Abrahams RIP Charity No. 233699

11.15am Mass Rosemarie Dorey RIP
7-8pm Adoration with Taize chants

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 15t 1pm Lunch Club, crypt Wed 16t 6pm Brownies, crypt
Tues 15th 2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt Thurs 17th 7.30pm Prayer group
Tues 15t 7.30pm Come & See, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. —
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox.
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone
degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua
di Sant'Antonio



