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St Augustine’s Catholic Church

The Presbytery, Esdaile Lane, Hoddesdon, EN11 8DS Tel: 01992-440986

Parish Priest: Fr Julian Davies
E-mail: hoddesdon@rcdow.org.uk Web-site: https:/ / parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon
FaceBook: “CatholicHoddesdon” Secretary: Dawn Bates (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri, 9am-4pm)
Also in residence: Fr Mathews Valiyaputhenpura Joy (Chaplain to Knanaya community)
Safeguarding parish rep: Joy Ighade — hoddesdonsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Italian safeguarding rep: Rossetta Tona — italianmissionsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

YEAR C SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 20TH JULY 2025
Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42
Martha welcomed him. Mary has chosen the good portion.

In the mass we often call the body of Christ the ‘host’. This word comes from the same root
as hostia, hostage, hospitality, hospital, hotel, hostel and behind them all is a rich association of
faith. On the cross Christ offers himself as the saving victim (‘O Salutaris Hostia’) who
standing in our place, gives himself so that we can live and not die. He is held hostage, if
you like, but we go free. Most people think of a host as one who lays on the banquet, the
host of the meal. Jesus is our host and we are his guests. Ironically, this usage of host
originally meant guest as well, and when we think of it, Jesus is our host so that we, his
guests, become hosts also. Our St Augustine said that through the mass we become what
we are. He was referring to the mystical body of Christ. We are fashioned into Christ’s
mystical body as we partake of Christ’s corporeal presence. Within this mystical body in
communion, we become more like Christ as we offer our lives up for him, and for one
another, not just in the mass but every day of our lives. St Paul hints at this when he says
in our second reading today that ‘now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I
am filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body’. In this respect,
suffering takes on a different perspective when it is identified with and for Christ. As an
act of hospitality, the arms of Christ are extended to all who will accept his gracious
invitation. He welcomes us but he wants us to welcome him, to be hospitable to him, to
host him if you like. This is the idea behind our communion antiphon today, from the Book
of the Apocalypse, reminding us that Christ stands at the door of our soul seeking gracious
admission into our lives. He wants to be entertained by us, but will not force his way in.
‘Behold I stand at the door and knock...If anyone hears my voice and opens the door to me, I will enter his house and dine with him, and
he with me’. Hospitality is at the heart of our first reading today. Abraham entertains the three angelic visitors at the oaks of
Mamre. This is often taken as a Jewish picture of the Trinity, One in Three and Three in One, our Christian belief that God is
One but reveals himself as Father, Son and Spirit. Abraham sees three visitors but he welcomes them as one Lord, while the
Book of Genesis categorically says that it was the Lord who appeared in that visitation of the three. This scene, is the subject
of Andrei Rublev’s famous icon, “The Hospitality of Abraham’, in which the three visitors form a circle around a table centred
with a blood-filled cup. It was quite a feast that Abraham threw for his guests. Such a generous and faithful response to God
served to make Abraham righteous in his faith. Martha of Bethany, in our gospel reading was also generous and faithful,
though she got somewhat hung up on her own serving. We can all identify with her, forgetting whom we are serving, and
concentrating on what we are doing instead. It is so easy for secondary issues to cloud our faith, which though important,
should never detract from Christ. While embellishing the mass, we shouldn’t lose sight of the Lord who embellishes, the one
who is at its centre. Mary of Bethany helps to readjust our contemplative focus, to ponder his love for us. Recognising Jesus’
presence in the heat of daily pressures, can be more difficult as Martha found. Jesus knows our needs, which is why we need
to draw from him as often as we can. Pope Francis reminded us that the mass is not about receiving our just deserts but about
meeting our needs. "When we receive the Eucharist, Jesus... knows us; he knows we are sinners; he knows we make many mistakes, but
he does not give up on joining his life to ours...He knows that we need it, because the Eucharist is not the reward of saints, but the bread
of sinners. This is why he exhorts us: 'Do not be afraid! Take and eat.'" The Church, he often reminded us, is a field hospital for sick
people. This is similar to Fr Richard Rohr’s words. The communion “is not a prize for the perfect or a reward for good behaviour,
rather food for the human journey and medicine for the sick. We come forward not because we are worthy but because we all wounded and
somehow ‘unworthy’. The Church is hospital and hotel at the same time. In the spacious hostel of Jesus Christ (welcoming to all
seekers, especially those who are hungry, thirsty, tired, heavy laden and who need their feet washed) we find our inn of
eternal happiness. Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Arlie Coyne and
Callie Bilton who will be baptized this weekend.

RODNEY LITTLE of Churchgate died recently, His

Requiem will be on Tuesday 227 July at 1.30pm.
May he rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Rodney Little and Fr Michael Stewart and for
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time
including David Green, Peter Zwager, Theresa
Pomeroy, Antonina Schembri, Rosaria Giardina Papa,
Antonio Gentile, Ida D’Onofrio, Leonarda Chiazza,
Godwin Castaldi, Ellen Reid, Vincenzo DiMaggio,
Isabella & Stanley Abrahams and Rosemarie Dorey. May
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the
mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY: Let us
pray that we might again learn how to
discern, to know how to choose paths of
life and reject everything that leads us
away from Christ and the Gospel.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next date: 20t July.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 27t July. More helpers are needed and training
will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will resume after the summer
holidays on the 4th September at 7.30pm in the crypt.

ADORATION with Taize chants and
devotions to the Precious Blood will
be held this Sunday 20t July from 7-
8pm.

BENEDICTION CANDELABRA: We are looking to
replace the candelabra used for Benediction. If you
would like to donate towards the cost, any donations
would be grateful.

WORTH ABBEY: We are
having a parish trip to
Worth Benedictine Abbey
on Thursday 21%t August.
The coach will leave the
church at 9am and stop off somewhere where you will
have time to have a walk and get lunch. We will then
travel onto Worth Abbey where you will have the
chance to visit the gardens and also the Abbey and have
use of a lounge and kitchen. We will stay for the
Monastic Mass and then leave at 6.15pm. The price of
the coach will be £28. If you would like to go, please fill
in the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery,
together with your money.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM will
be on Saturday 20t September. The coach will leave the
church at 8am and Mass will be at 12 noon Mass. After

lunch, we will walk the Holy
Mile and conclude with
Benediction in the grounds of
the Abbey. The cost of the day
will be £41 (£36 coach and £5
pilgrims” levy fee. To book your place on the coach,
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and
return it to the presbytery with your payment.

PROJECTION FUND The liturgical changes
introduced in the 1980s left us with a very large blank
east wall. Rather than placing a fixed work of art on it,
we would like to project on to it moving or still images
or script, when required. This would change according
to the liturgical year and for particular events or
appeals, such as when we have a Cafod talk. The
projection would be projected from a projector (on a
shelf) behind the reredos above the presidential chair,
digitally connected to the sacristy. We would like to
raise funds for this work. Unfortunately, our application
to the Awards for All fund was unsuccessful, but we
hold onto our vision.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 2274 July
at 7.30pm for all who want to learn more about
becoming a Catholic, or if you missed one of

the Sacraments or if you simply want to renew your
faith.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: m
Application forms for the Confirmation ‘}.4‘
programme for young people in Year 9 or ’t
above, or going into Year 9 in September are %
now available to collect from the presbytery either by
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.
More details will follow in due course.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child who Py
is older than year 3 and would like to make their |
First Holy Communion, please contact the g
presbytery. Entry to the First Holy Communion

programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Friday 25% July 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The course
must be completed before a Baptism can be arranged. To
enrol on the course, please contact the presbytery.

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE




SPUC: As you will know, in the space of just 1 week, at
the end of June, MPs voted to decriminalise abortion up
to birth and to legalise assisted suicide. We are living in
very dark times, but SPUC invites you to join in the
fightback, to make your voice heard and to stand up for
the most vulnerable. Please fill in one of the postcards at
the back of church and pop it in the box. SPUC will
send you info about what you can do for the cause.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S

ST AUGUSTINE'S UNDER 5’S are looking to
employ a Team Leader to manage the setting. The job
would involve overseeing staff, day to day
administration, finance, maintenance of the setting and
reporting to the Trustees. Term time plus 4 weeks. This
is a fulltime position. Salary is competitive and
dependent on experience. If you are interested and
qualified to Level 3 or above, please send your CV with
covering letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk.
The closing date is the 25t July.

ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri,
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth
Nswonah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If
you would like to support their efforts please send any
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the
presbytery.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS

gl"\l]{l{wl o BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement and would like support, please contact the
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary.

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the I¥™™™%H

Y wa VW
presbytery garden on Sunday 10t August & CHURCH ™
B PICNIC w

from 12.30-4pm. Parishioners are asked to
bring food to share with others, and it
doesn’t have to be finger food. Please do bring your own
drink and glasses, but paper plates and plastic cutlery
will be provided. There are now lists on the notice
board at the back of church (beside foodbank) for you
to fill out, so everyone can see what food is being
brought to share, so we don’t end up with too much of
the same thing. If you would like to attend, can you
please fill out the tear off slip and return it to the
presbytery, so that we have a rough idea of numbers -
so far only 32 people have signed up. Raffle prizes are
needed for the raffle, so if you can donate something,
please do hand it in at the presbytery - only new items
please before the 4t August. Please do not bring the
prizes on the day as the raffle does need to be
organised before the day. As we don’t have many
gazebos, if you would like to bring your own gazebo to
put up on the day, please do so.

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni
Iamarino and Penny Benge. More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-

hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax
Payer, please complete the Gift Aid
Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who continue to
give regularly by standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon

Sort Code: 40-05-20

Account Number: 31264370

--------------------- cut S here ====mmmmunnn-
PARISH PICNIC

SUNDAY 10™ AUGUST 12.30-4pm

Name: ...oooeiiiii
Contact NO: ..vvvvviiiiiiiiii
Email address..........c.coocveiiiiiiiiiiinn,
How many people attending.....................

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will
then be destroyed. You can read the full privacy policy on

rcdow.org.uk/diocese/ privacy-policy.

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WORTH ABBEY
ON THURSDAY 215T AUGUST - £28

Name: .o
Contact NO. oo
Email address........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiii

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM
ON 20™ SEPTEMBER - £41.00

Name: .o
Contact MO v
Email address........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 19 July Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

10am Mass George Family intentions
P —

4.00pm ltalian Mass*
6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 20t July SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T.
9.15am Mass Isabella & Stanley Abrahams RIP
11.15am Mass Rosemarie Dorey RIP

7-8pm Adoration with Taize chants

Mon 21+t July St Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Connor McPeake RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 22" July SAINT MARY MAGDALENE
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Michael O’Donovan RIP
1.30pm Requiem Mass Rodney Little RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 231 July ST BRIDGET OF SWEDEN

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Pius Ogbodu followed by coffee in the crypt
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 111 Parish Mass Books
Page 1025 in Sunday Missals

1t Reading: Genesis 18: 1-10a
O lord, do not pass by your servant.

Ps 15 — O Lord, who may abide in your tent?

2nd Reading: Colossians 1: 24-28
The mystery hidden for ages but now revealed to his
saints.

Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed are those who
hold fast to the word of God in an honest and good
heart, and bear fruit with patience. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 10: 38-42
Martha welcomed him. Mary has chosen the good
portion.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T.
(YEAR C)

15t Reading: Genesis 18: 20-32
2nd Reading: Colossians 2: 12-14
Gospel: Luke 11: 1-13

Thurs 24th July St Sharbel Makhluf, Priest
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Thanksgiving from Nsonwah Family
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 25" July ST JAMES, Apostle

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Rosalind Needham RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 26™ July Sts Joachim & Anne
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Briege O’Connor RIP

4.00pm Iltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Gaetano Alfieri RIP & Costanza Teoli RIP

Sun 27" July SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T.
9.15am Mass Fr Julian’s Ordination Anniversary
11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 22nd 1pm Lunch Club, crypt
Tues 22nd 2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt
Tues 22nd 7.30pm Come & See, crypt

Wed 23d 6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. —
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox.
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone
degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua

di Sant'Antonio




