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YEAR C             SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         27TH JULY 2025 
Gospel: Luke 11: 1-13 

Ask and it will be given to you.  
The disciples’ request in today’s gospel-Lord, teach us to pray, as 
John (the Baptist) taught his disciples-is surprising in that it is 
some way into Luke’s gospel before they ask the question. 
Evidently Jesus hadn’t taught them how to pray. Was it that 
Jesus did not regard it as a priority as he taught them the 
message of the kingdom? The initiative when it came, came 
from the disciples not from Jesus. Perhaps because his very 
presence with them was prayerful communication, he was less 
concerned about their prayer life at this time. If prayer is 
communication with God were they not already 
communicating with the divine by living and breathing the 
same air as Jesus himself? What Jesus said about fasting might 
also apply to praying. Just as their real fast would start after his 
removal from them, so their prayer life could only take off 
when he was taken away from them. By the Ascension they would have been taught much about prayer and at Pentecost the 
Holy Spirit would anoint them to pray with power. Even at this earlier stage when they pose the question, it was not that the 
disciples hadn’t been impacted by prayer. Jesus’ very actions and words, witnessed and heard by the disciples, were 
themselves the response of prayer- Jesus’ own communication with his Heavenly Father. He certainly did not depend upon 
the prayers of his disciples during his earthly ministry, although as time went on, he would reveal to them that obdurate 
spiritual obstacles could only be removed through prayer, that they should pray not to fall into temptation and that they 
should avoid prayers which were showy, wordy or over repetitive. Perhaps it is astonishing that the disciple should ask to be 
taught to pray at all. Were they not acquainted with prayer as observant Jews? We assume that they would have been taught 
how to pray by their Jewish mothers, to whom traditionally the task of educating the children belonged. Mary, we assume 
would have taught Jesus himself the basics of household prayer. The disciples would have probably attended their local 
synagogues before they met Jesus and participated in their prayers. After following Jesus, they would have become even more 
acquainted with those synagogue prayers since they accompanied Jesus in his weekly attendance, if not more often than that. 
Had they not learned anything about how to pray from the synagogue liturgy?  And what of the prayers of the Jewish 
scriptures themselves which they would have heard in the synagogue and elsewhere? We don’t know if they were all literate 
but they would certainly have heard recounted orally the many prayers of the Old Testament, such as the intercessory prayers 
of Moses, Daniel and Nehemiah, seeking forgiveness for the sins of their people; the petitionary prayers of Hannah, asking 
for a son, and Solomon asking for wisdom; the listening prayer of Jeremiah and Samuel trying to discern the voice of God; 
the conversational, expeditionary and almost testing prayers of Abraham as in today’s readings, seeking the mind of God on 
divine will and judgement. The Book of Psalms, often seen as a prayer book of the Jewish scriptures, reveals the whole gamut 
of praying. Surely the disciples would have known its prayers of adoration, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, praise, 
petition, intercession and deliverance. Prayer comes from relationship, and as the disciples’ relationship with Jesus grew, so 
their prayer life would grow naturally. Jesus knew that they would pray, but they would pray in depth only as they opened 
themselves up to him. Is that not the same with us? Regardless of how much we are taught, if we are not in relationship with 
the one to whom we are praying, how can we communicate or pray? In answer to their request, Jesus presents them with the 
Pater Noster, the Our Father, the model way of praying rather than the only way of praying as it has sometimes been seen. It 
is our school for prayer, but we can never pray it without Christ, who reveals to us God as our loving Heavenly Father. It is 
all about relationship with God and one another. We are left with the conclusion that as the disciples saw how Jesus related 
to his Father in prayer, they yearned for a greater reality in their prayer life. Words and rituals were not enough. Jesus showed 
them that prayer is all about divine love and the worship of the heart.                                                                                 Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 

PIERINA TAMBUZZO of Lilac Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 13th August at 11.30am.  
 
ANNE WALKER of Oxenden Drive died recently. 
Details of her funeral will follow in due course.  
                                                              May they rest in peace. 

 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS will be on Friday 1st August at 
6pm instead of 7pm. There will therefore be no 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Pierina Tambuzzo and Anne Walker and for 
all those whose anniversaries occur at this time 
including Silvestro Filocco, Gaetano Alfieri, Susannah 
Fitzpatrick, Margaret Johns, Silvia Cracchiolo, Enzo 
Alio, Carmela Ruggiero, Fergal Lawlor, Larry O’Neill, 
Mary Beary, Gaetano Alfieri and Costanza Teoli. May 
their souls and the souls of al the faithful departed through the 
mercy of God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR JULY: Let us 
pray that we might again learn how to 
discern, to know how to choose paths of 
life and reject everything that leads us 
away from Christ and the Gospel. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next date: 3rd August.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 27th July.  More helpers are needed and training 
will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will resume after the summer 
holidays on the 4th September at 7.30pm in the crypt. 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY feast 
is on Friday 15th August and is a 

Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass 
will be at 9.15am, 12 noon and 

8pm. Altar servers are needed for the Masses. If you 
can assist, please contact the presbytery. 
 

BENEDICTION CANDELABRA: We are looking to 
replace the candelabra used for Benediction. If you 
would like to donate towards the cost, any donations 
would be grateful.   
 

WORTH ABBEY: We are 
having a parish trip to 
Worth Benedictine Abbey 
on Thursday 21st August. 
The coach will leave the 
church at 9am and stop off somewhere where you will 
have time to have a walk and get lunch. We will then 
travel onto Worth Abbey where you will have the 
chance to visit the gardens and also the Abbey and have 
use of a lounge and kitchen.  We will stay for the 
Monastic Mass and then leave at 6.15pm.  The price of 
the coach will be £28. If you would like to go, please fill 

in the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery, 
together with your money. 
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 

TO WALSINGHAM will be on 
Saturday 20th September. The 
coach will leave the church at 
8am and Mass will be at 12 noon 
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and 
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey. 
The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5 
pilgrims’ levy fee. To book your place on the coach, 
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and 
return it to the presbytery with your payment.  
 

PROJECTION FUND The liturgical changes 
introduced in the 1980s left us with a very large blank 
east wall. Rather than placing a fixed work of art on it, 
we would like to project on to it moving or still images 
or script, when required. This would change according 
to the liturgical year and for particular events or 
appeals, such as when we have a Cafod talk. The 
projection would be projected from a projector (on a 
shelf) behind the reredos above the presidential chair, 
digitally connected to the sacristy. We would like to 
raise funds for this work. Unfortunately, our application 
to the Awards for All fund was unsuccessful, but we 
hold onto our vision. 
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 2nd 

September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: 
Application forms for the Confirmation 
programme for young people in Year 9 or 
above, or going into Year 9 in September are 
now available to collect from the presbytery either by 
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.  
More details will follow in due course.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child who 
is older than year 3 and would like to make their 
First Holy Communion, please contact the 
presbytery. Entry to the First Holy Communion 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.   

 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
 



ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri, 
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth 
Nswonah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If 
you would like to support their efforts please send any 
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the 
presbytery. 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 

bereavement and would like support, please contact the 
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the 
presbytery garden on Sunday 10th 

August from 12.30-4pm. 
Parishioners are asked to bring food 
to share with others, and it doesn’t 
have to be finger food. Please do 

bring your own drink and glasses, but paper plates and 
plastic cutlery will be provided. There are now lists on 
the notice board at the back of church (beside 

foodbank) for you to fill out, so everyone can see what 
food is being brought to share, so we don’t end up with 
too much of the same thing. If you would like to attend, 
can you please fill out the tear off slip and return it to 
the presbytery, so that we have a rough idea of numbers 
– so far only 38 people have signed up. Raffle prizes are 
needed for the raffle, so if you can donate something, 
please do hand it in at the presbytery – only new items 

please before the 4th August. Please do not bring the 
prizes on the day as the raffle does need to be 

organised before the day.  As we don’t have many 
gazebos, if you would like to bring your own gazebo to 
put up on the day, please do so.  If you can help put out 
tables and chairs on the Saturday morning, please do 
contact the presbytery.  
 
QUIZ NIGHT in aid of The 
Daniela Ruggiero Scholarship 
Fund will be on Friday 5th 

September 7.30pm in the 
crypt.  £5 per head, payable on the 
night.  Welcome to bring your 
own refreshments, nibbles and brains.  Please contact 
Luisa on 07968 332274 to reserve a table.  It would be 
great to see many of you there to support a local charity.   
 
CARERS COURSE: A 4-week course is being facilitated 
by the Isabel Hospice and sessions are for unpaid family 
and friend carers over the age of 18. The aim is to 
increase your confidence in supporting the ones you 
love and care for now and in the future. These sessions 
have no charge. To book, please call 01707 382500 or 
email education@isabelhospice.org.uk. 
 
CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Tina 
Pegna and Pat Callanan. More cleaners are needed to 
join the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can 
help, please contact the presbytery.  
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 

please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

PARISH PICNIC 
SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 12.30-4pm  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address…………………………………. 
 

How many people attending………………… 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file until the picnic & will 

then be destroyed.  You can read the full privacy policy on  
rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 

 

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WORTH ABBEY 
ON THURSDAY 21ST AUGUST - £28  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
 

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM 
ON 20TH SEPTEMBER - £41.00 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 26th July Sts Joachim & Anne 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Briege O’Connor RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass Gaetano Alfieri RIP & Costanza Teoli RIP  
 

Sun 27th July SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Fr Julian’s Ordination Anniversary 
11.15am Mass For the Parish 

Page 114 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1029 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Genesis 18: 20-32 
Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak.  
 

Ps 138 — On the day I called, you answered me, O 
Lord.  
 

2nd Reading: Colossians 2: 12-14 
God made you alive together with him, having forgiven 
all trespasses. 

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. You have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 11: 1-13 
Ask, and it shall be given to you.   
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 2:21-23 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11 
Gospel: Luke 12: 13-21 

Mon 28th July  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass God’s mercy 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 29th July Sts Martha, Mary and Lazarus 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Fergal Lawlor RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 30th July St Peter Chrysologus, Bishop  
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Larry O’Neill RIP anniv followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 31st July St Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass Eddie Mansfield RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 1st August St Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Anthony Wenham RIP 
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
6pm Mass Francis Kimani RIP 1st anniv 
 
Saturday 2nd August Blessed Virgin Mary  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Jackie Anderson RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 3rd August EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Tita Castiglione RIP 
11.15am Mass Ciriaco Forgione RIP 1st Anniv 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 29th               1pm Lunch Club, crypt Tues 29th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — 
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms 
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. 
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone 
degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua 
di Sant'Antonio 


