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YEAR C TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 17T™H AUGUST 2025
Gospel: Luke 12: 49-53
| have not come to give peace but division.

Today’s epistle from Hebrews reminds us that we are surrounded by “so great a
cloud of witnesses’. This company is much wider than those already recognised as
saints. Jesus reminds us that many will come to the feast in the kingdom of heaven
from east, west, south and north. These most faithful departed, though unknown
to us, are not unknown to God, and we know that they will not be without their
reward in heaven. Alongside them will be those whom we know already enjoy the
delights of heaven, the canonised, such as those whose feasts fall at this time of
year, St Maximilian Kolbe, St Stephen of Hungary, St Jean Eudes, St Bernard and
St Rose of Lima. Like many of the lesser known witnesses, their sainthood was b
forged in the face of much adversity and opposition. Their faithfulness encourages n

us, Hebrews reminds us, “to lay aside every weight” and “to run with endurance the race

set before us’. Like theirs, our greatest strength will be to keep focused upon Jesus, ‘the founder and perfecter of our faith’. ‘Consider
him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted’. As followers of Christ
we are to embrace martyrdom, the martyrdom of dying to self. The Church distinguished between red, white and green or
blue martyrdom. Green or blue is putting Christ, not ourselves first, and turning away from the “sin which clings so closely’.
Not all of Christ’s followers are called to white martyrdom, such as that of the consecrated life under vows, or red martyrdom,
the literal shedding of blood, though for this we need to be prepared. ‘In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the
point of shedding your blood’. This key phrase in the Letter to the Hebrews invites us to recognise something which is often
forgotten. The struggle against sin is not just the struggle with personal sin. Sin manifests itself subtly in the ways of the
world, in the affairs of humanity. We have to struggle with that as well, though not in our own strength. The five saints
mentioned above faced fierce opposition from different sources outside of themselves, where human sin manifested itself
institutionally, socially or ideologically. In Kolbe’s case it was opposition caused by the descent of a civilised society into
barbarism, which allowed the rise of the demonic Nazi propaganda. For St Stephen of Hungary, it was struggling against the
entrenched pagan forces who sought to combat his desire to bring the light of the gospel to his kingdom. For St Rose of Lima,
it was resistance from her own family, opposed to her desire to pursue a path of white martyrdom and her vocation to a life
of consecration. For St Bernard, it was combatting the suspicion and hatred from political and religious quarters as he sought
to evangelise Europe with his gospel of love and to bring the continent back to the foundational principles of St Benedict. For
St Jean Eudes, it was primarily a struggle within the Church, as he faced opposition from those who sought to defend
embedded interests against his innovative ways of mission. In our gospel reading, Jesus warns his disciples that following
him will cause opposition and bring division among family members. The lives of these five saints remind us that putting
Christ first creates division not just within the domestic family, but within the family of the wider community, the society, the
nation, and even the family of the Church. Each of these saints had a strategy of survival which enabled them to look beyond
their difficulties through the strength of Jesus “the perfecter of their faith’. How we deal with opposition depends upon how
secure we are in the love of Christ. We are not called to like, but to love, and that includes even those who might wish us
dead. We struggle not against human beings but what motivates them. To cover over differences in support of a vague
comprehensiveness is a betrayal of the gospel. We would be unfaithful, if we put the desire for unity at all costs above the
desire for truth. Dying to one own sin can never mean entertaining the sin of another. Christ is the unifying factor behind all
things. What is now out of alignment will one day be brought into alignment. Sin that is personal and structural causes us to
be out of alignment. It has to be destroyed. That is what Jesus has done on the cross. Through it he has spoken to the powers
and thrown all opposition into confusion. He has melted resistance and forged wills into one. ‘I came to cast fire on the earth,
and would that it were already kindled’, he tells his disciples. Seeking to be his faithful conductors means embracing His
consuming fire which burns up all our dross, and fanning His undying flame which enables us to love those who hate.
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH Michael Spires
& Miella & Maceo Bonura who will be baptised this
weekend.

FRANCESCA CARUSO of Broxbourne Care Home

died recently. Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 34

September at 11.30am. May she rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including Francesca Caruso and for all those whose
anniversaries occur at this time including Eva Mariotti,
Mary Reidy, Mary McNaughton, Luigi Masucci,
Danielle Fitzpatrick, Liam Gould & Owen Gould,
Pasqualina DiChiara, Thomas Casey, Rita Borg, Paolo
Ferraro, Christopher Ambury, Maria Cannatella,
Giovanni D’Ambrosio, Carolina Cuffaro and Orsola
Scibelli. May their souls and the souls of al the faithful
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR AUGUST:
Let us pray that societies where
coexistence seems more difficult might
not succumb to the temptation of
confrontation for ethnic, political,
religious or ideological reasons

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 17th & 24t August.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 7t September. More helpers are needed and
training will be given. Please contact the presbytery

PRAYER GROUP will resume after the summer
holidays on the 4th September at 7.30pm in the crypt.

ST AUGUSTINE’S PATRONAL: On Friday 29t and
Saturday 30t August, we shall hold
two days of Adoration from 7am-
10pm leading up to St Augustine’s
Patronal Feast on Sunday 31st.
Please fill in the slots on the noticeboard (by the
foodbank) and pray for our parish.

BENEDICTION CANDELABRA: We are looking to
replace the candelabra used for Benediction. If you
would like to donate towards the cost, any donations
would be grateful.

WORTH ABBEY: We are
having a parish trip to Worth
Benedictine Abbey on Thursday
21t August. The coach will
leave the church at 9am and stop off somewhere where
you will have time to have a walk and get lunch. We will
then travel onto Worth Abbey where you will have the
chance to visit the gardens and also the Abbey and have
use of a lounge and kitchen. We will stay for the
Monastic Mass and then leave at 6.15pm. The price of
the coach will be £28. If you would like to go, please fill
in the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery,
together with your money. There are now only 5 spaces
left.

TAIZE: On Sunday 31t August, 7-8pm, we will have
Adoration with Taize chants and devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

DIOCESAN  PILGRIMAGE
TO WALSINGHAM will be on
Saturday 20t September. The
coach will leave the church at
8am and Mass will be at 12 noon
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey.
The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5
pilgrims” levy fee. To book your place on the coach,
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and
return it to the presbytery with your payment. Please
note Mass will be at 7.30am that day with Adoration at
7am and evening Mass will be at 8.30pm instead of
6.30pm.

PROJECTION FUND The liturgical changes
introduced in the 1980s left us with a very large blank
east wall. Rather than placing a fixed work of art on it,
we would like to project on to it moving or still images
or script, when required. This would change according
to the liturgical year and for particular events or
appeals, such as when we have a Cafod talk. The
projection would be projected from a projector (on a
shelf) behind the reredos above the presidential chair,
digitally connected to the sacristy. To further this work,
we have set up a restricted fund. If you would like to
contribute, we thank you in advance.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 2nd
September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Monday 15t September 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The
course must be completed before a Baptism can be
arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact the
presbytery.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: m
Application forms for the Confirmation et
programme for young people in Year 9 or /’t
above, or going into Year 9 in September are

now available to collect from the presbytery either by
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation




programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.
More details will follow in due course.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child who P
is older than year 3 and would like to make their |
First Holy Communion, please contact the %
presbytery. Entry to the First Holy Communion
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S

ST AUGUSTINE’'S UNDER 5’S are looking to
employ a Team Leader to manage the setting. The job
would involve overseeing staff, day to day
administration, finance, maintenance of the setting and
reporting to the Trustees. Term time plus 4 weeks. This
is a fulltime position. Salary is competitive and
dependent on experience. If you are interested and
qualified to Level 3 or above, please send your CV with
covering letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB winner for
August is Claire Hay, number 161. Congratulations!

ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri,
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth
Nsonwah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If
you would like to support their efforts please send any
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the
presbytery.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
EMMAUS WALK Our next walk will be on
Saturday 234 August at 2pm. Meet at
George IV Pub, Cautherly Lane, Great
Amwell.

GREF BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement and would like support, please contact the
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary.

PARISH PICNIC was a huge

success last Sunday! Thank you to T J—J N _}{
everyone who attended and gg
brought food to share. Thank you to YO [ ) W

. . L]
the band for playing and keeping us
entertained and thank you to everyone who helped set
up on Saturday morning: Tony & Michelle Stone, Joy
Ighade, Michel Jordan, Jason Smith, Guillaume Maurice,
Alfie & Carlo Gattuso & Dawn & Alicia Bates & Reza.
Thank you to Michele De Luca & Jacky Jordan for selling
the raffle tickets and thank you to everyone who
donated raffle prizes. Thank you to everyone who
helped tidy away after the picnic also - there are too
many to mention! Thank you also to Mary Briggs for the
beautiful floral displays. The raffle raised £293.00 and
this will be divided between two charities - Water Aid
and HCPT.

QUIZ NIGHT in aid of The Daniela
Ruggiero Scholarship Fund will be on
Friday 5% September 7.30pm in the
crypt. £5 per head, payable on the
night. Welcome to bring your own refreshments,
nibbles and brains. Please contact Luisa on 07968 332274

to reserve a table. It would be great to see many of you
there to support a local charity.

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni
Iamarino and Penny Benge. More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all
who continue to give regularly by
standing order, or by envelopes. For
those whose finances are more stable at
present, please consider your parish
giving, to help the parish out. Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WORTH ABBEY
ON THURSDAY 215T AUGUST - £28

Name: .o

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM
ON 20™ SEPTEMBER - £41.00

Name: .o

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 16™ Aug St Stephen of Hungary
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Abebreseh Family intentions

4.00pm ltalian Mass*
6.30pm Mass Justin Ighade’s intentions

Sun 17t August TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF O.T.
9.15am Mass  For the Parish
11.15am Mass Orsola Scibelli RIP

Mon 18t August St Helena

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Philomena O’Connor’s intentions
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 19t August St John Eudes

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Gino & Luisa Leccacorvi RIP
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 20" August St Bernard

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Giuseppe Di Stefano RIP followed by coffee in
the crypt

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Thurs 215t August St Pius X

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Marie O’Brien’s intentions

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 22" August The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Anne Walker RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 23 August St Rose of Lima
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
10am Mass Tom Delaney’s intentions

4.00pm Iltalian Mass™
6.30pm Mass Giuseppe & Giuseppa Grippi

Sun 24" August TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF O.T.
9.15am Mass Vincenzo Genuardi RIP
11.15am Mass For the Parish

Page 124 Parish Mass Books
Page 1042 in Sunday Missals

—————————————————————————— 1 *' Reading: Jeremiah 38: 4-6, 8-10

You bore me, a man of contention to the whole land.
Ps 40 — Lord, make haste to help me!

2nd Reading: Hebrews 12: 1-4
Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, alleluia. My sheep hear my
voice, says the Lord, and | know them, and they follow
me. Alleluia.

Gospel: Luke 12: 49-53
| have not come to give peace but division.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
TWENY FIRST SUNDAY OF O.T.
(YEAR C)

15t Reading: Isaiah 66: 18-21
2nd Reading: Hebrews: 12: 5-7, 11-13
Gospel: Luke 13: 22-30

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 — 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

————————————————————C 0 tholics must approach their parish priest at least 6

months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. —
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox.
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone
degli avvisi. Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua

di Sant'Antonio




