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YEAR C           EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME         3RD AUGUST 2025 
Gospel: Luke 12: 13-21 

The things you have prepared, whose will they be? 
Each farm in the Welsh countryside where I grew up had its 
distinctive stone barn, for storing crops, usually the largest 
building on the farm site. Over the years, with the changing 
economic situation, sometimes in expectation of future 
returns rather than past productivity, larger barns would be 
built, some of them totally outstripping the contours of the 
farm site and looking monstrously out of place. Whenever I 
hear the parable in today’s gospel, I think of these changes in 
the countryside. Greater productivity of course is to be 
welcomed though never at the cost of environmental 
degradation or social exploitation. We know that there was a 
lot of rural poverty during the first century AD in the Judean 
countryside so the scene of a rich landowner making his mark 
would stand out. Perhaps the contrast then would not be as 
great as it is today with the hideously large holding centres 
built by the online delivery companies for our instant gratification. Or the blight inflicted on the countryside by the greed of 
knocking off just twenty minutes on the train journey to Birmingham, while the transport infrastructure of the north grinds 
to a halt. Is it greed which necessitates ever bigger cars, which either fill or no longer fit into parking bays? By telling the 
parable Jesus is not in the first place criticising the desire for greater productivity or wealth, nor the need for storage, supply 
or transport. He is drawing attention to the complacent ingratitude of mind which chooses to ignore true contentment and its 
source in God, and his gracious provision and productivity. The rich man laid up treasure for himself, and forgot the one to 
whom he had to give account. ‘But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ I can think of quite a few farmers where greed got the better of them, and yes some of them died 
unexpectedly and young, without seeing any of the benefits that had envisaged. Jesus is reminding us all about the 
consequences of serving ourselves without being generous to God.  ‘So is the one who, lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
towards God’. We can easily spend so much time investing in material things that we forget that we cannot take these things 
with us. The psalmist invites us ‘to number our days, that we may gain wisdom of heart’. Not being rich towards God can express 
itself in different ways. It can refer to the use of our time and talents. It certainly applies to our devotion and worship. Do I 
recognise that I am honouring God by attending worship with others? Am I using God for my own purposes? Do I put my 
own agenda before God’s? Financially, am I guided by the biblical benchmark of giving, which is at least one tenth of my 
income? If I am in a position to give, am I giving what is derisorily less than the price of a coffee each week. Do I short-change 
God? Has my giving increased from what it was twenty years ago? Expecting others to carry the running costs and obligations 
of the Church, if I am in a position to contribute, is sinful and shows that I have little recognition of God’s grace or what the 
community of faith is about. Covetousness has no place in the kingdom of God and as our epistle says has to be put to death. 
Jesus told today’s parable for us to be ‘on your guard against all covetousness for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of one’s 
possessions’. St Paul describes our covetousness or greed as a form of unbelief or idolatry, because we are putting our trust 
and satisfaction not in God but in what can never meet our deepest needs and happiness. Covetousness is so serious that one 
of the 10 commandments deals specifically with it, in fact the only commandment concerning an inner hidden sin rather than 
one outwardly worked. Covetousness ultimately cuts us off from God’s grace and bars us form heaven itself. What a cost. 
The loss of eternal life. What is the state of our eternal investment portfolio? Do I have an effective assurance policy? It doesn’t 
have to be this way. There is an alternative. It is setting our minds on the things that are above. The greatest treasures that one 
can access are the treasures of heaven. These are the treasures of peaceful contentment in the gracious provision of God, and 
riches invested in others for the sake of His kingdom.                                                                                                               Fr Julian 
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PRAYER & LITURGY 
 
WE WELCOME Fr Tom Forde to the parish as he will 
be supplying this weekend.  

 

ANNE WALKER of Oxenden Drive died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Tuesday 12th August at 1pm.  
 
PIERINA TAMBUZZO of Lilac Road died recently. Her 
Requiem will be on Wednesday 13th August at 11.30am. 

 
FRANCESCA CARUSO of Broxbourne Care Home 
died recently.  Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 3rd 

September at 11.30am.                      May they rest in peace. 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently 
including Francesca Caruso, Pierina Tambuzzo and 
Anne Walker and for all those whose anniversaries 
occur at this time including Raymond Salter, Colomba 
Ferrazzano, Patrick Wyndham, Ciriaco Forgione, Irene 
Teoli, Doreen Willis, Sr Maria, William McGettigan, 
Ellen Pearson, Gwyn Davies, Giuseppe Distefano, 
Gerald Cookson and Tita Castiglione.  May their souls 
and the souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of 
God rest in peace. 
 

POPE’S INTENTION FOR AUGUST: 
Let us pray that societies where 
coexistence seems more difficult might 
not succumb to the temptation of 
confrontation for ethnic, political, 
religious or ideological reasons 

 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running 
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday 
mornings. Next date: 3rd August.  
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am 
Mass on 7th September.  More helpers are needed and 
training will be given.  Please contact the presbytery 
 

PRAYER GROUP will resume after the summer 
holidays on the 4th September at 7.30pm in the crypt. 
 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY feast 
is on Friday 15th August and is a 

Holy Day of Obligation.  Mass 
will be at 9.15am, 12 noon and 

8pm. Altar servers are needed for the Masses. If you 
can assist, please contact the presbytery. 
 
ST AUGUSTINE’S PATRONAL: 
On Friday 29th and Saturday 30th 

August, we shall hold two days of 
Adoration from 7am-10pm, 
leading up to St Augustine’s Patronal Feast on 
Sunday 31st. Please fill in the slots on the noticeboard 
(by the foodbank) and pray for our parish.  
 

BENEDICTION CANDELABRA: We are looking to 
replace the candelabra used for Benediction. If you 
would like to donate towards the cost, any donations 
would be grateful.   
 

WORTH ABBEY: We are 
having a parish trip to 
Worth Benedictine Abbey 
on Thursday 21st August. 
The coach will leave the 
church at 9am and stop off somewhere where you will 
have time to have a walk and get lunch. We will then 
travel onto Worth Abbey where you will have the 
chance to visit the gardens and also the Abbey and have 
use of a lounge and kitchen.  We will stay for the 
Monastic Mass and then leave at 6.15pm.  The price of 
the coach will be £28. If you would like to go, please fill 
in the tear off slip and return it to the presbytery, 
together with your money. There are now only 9 spaces 
left on the coach. 
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 

TO WALSINGHAM will be on 
Saturday 20th September. The 
coach will leave the church at 
8am and Mass will be at 12 noon 
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and 
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey. 
The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5 
pilgrims’ levy fee. To book your place on the coach, 
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and 
return it to the presbytery with your payment.  
 

PROJECTION FUND The liturgical changes 
introduced in the 1980s left us with a very large blank 
east wall. Rather than placing a fixed work of art on it, 
we would like to project on to it moving or still images 
or script, when required. This would change according 
to the liturgical year and for particular events or 
appeals, such as when we have a Cafod talk. The 
projection would be projected from a projector (on a 
shelf) behind the reredos above the presidential chair, 
digitally connected to the sacristy. We would like to 
raise funds for this work. Unfortunately, our application 
to the Awards for All fund was unsuccessful, but we 
hold onto our vision. 
 

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS 
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN 

TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME. 
 

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in 
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery, 
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one 
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy 
Communion and any other Sacraments from the 
Chaplain.  Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix 
Adiele 01279-973183. 

 

CATECHETICS 

COME AND SEE will resume on Tuesday 2nd 

September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn 
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you 

missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to 
renew your faith. 
 



CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: Application 
forms for the Confirmation programme for young 
people in Year 9 or above, or going into Year 9 in 
September are now available to collect from the 
presbytery either by email or in person. Entry to the 
Confirmation programme depends on regular 
attendance at Mass.  More details will follow in due 
course.  
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Any child who 
is older than year 3 and would like to make their 
First Holy Communion, please contact the 
presbytery. Entry to the First Holy Communion 
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass.   

 

SCHOOLS/UNDER 5’S 
 

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S are looking to 
employ a Team Leader to manage the setting. The job 
would involve overseeing staff, day to day 
administration, finance, maintenance of the setting and 
reporting to the Trustees. Term time plus 4 weeks. This 
is a fulltime position. Salary is competitive and 
dependent on experience. If you are interested and 
qualified to Level 3 or above, please send your CV with 
covering letter to staugustinesunder5s@hotmail.co.uk 
 

ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri, 
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth 
Nsonwah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If 
you would like to support their efforts please send any 
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the 
presbytery. 

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT 

GROUP: If you’ve experienced a 
bereavement and would like support, please contact the 
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can 
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary. 
 

PARISH PICNIC will be held in the 
presbytery garden on Sunday 10th 

August from 12.30-4pm. Parishioners 
are asked to bring food to share with 
others, and it doesn’t have to be finger 

food. Please do bring your own drink and glasses, but 
paper plates and plastic cutlery will be provided. There 
are now lists on the notice board at the back of church 

(beside foodbank) for you to fill out, so everyone can 
see what food is being brought to share, so we don’t end 
up with too much of the same thing. Raffle prizes are 
needed for the raffle, so if you can donate something, 
please do hand it in at the presbytery – only new items 

please before the 6th August at the very latest. Please 
do not bring the prizes on the day as the raffle does 
need to be organised before the day.  As we don’t have 
many gazebos, if you would like to bring your own 
gazebo to put up on the day, please do so.   
 
QUIZ NIGHT in aid of The 
Daniela Ruggiero Scholarship 
Fund will be on Friday 5th 

September 7.30pm in the 
crypt.  £5 per head, payable on the 
night.  Welcome to bring your 
own refreshments, nibbles and brains.  Please contact 

Luisa on 07968 332274 to reserve a table.  It 
would be great to see many of you there to 
support a local charity.   
 

CHURCH CLEANING: Pat Kavanagh, Sue Alvey, 
Mima Salvo and Val. More cleaners are needed to join 
the Wednesday and Thursday team.  If you can help, 
please contact the presbytery.  
 

FINANCE 
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by 
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone. 
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer, 
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration. 
 
PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who 
continue to give regularly by standing 
order, or by envelopes. For those whose 
finances are more stable at present, please 

consider your parish giving, to help the parish out. 
Please see the link below   
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/  
for the details, or fill in this form.  For a Standing 
Order, here are the necessary details:  
 

Account Name:           WRCDT Hoddesdon 
Sort Code:                   40-05-20 
Account Number:       31264370 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut   here - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WORTH ABBEY 
ON THURSDAY 21ST AUGUST - £28  

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the 

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
 

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM 
ON 20TH SEPTEMBER - £41.00 

Name: ………………………………….………. 
 

Contact no.: ……………………………………. 
 

Email address………………………………….. 
 

Next-of-kin name & contact number: 

……………………………………………….….. 
 

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
Your personal details will be held on file.  After the Pilgrimage 
day, your details will be securely destroyed.  You can read the  

full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy. 
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Liturgy this week  Today’s Liturgy  
 

Saturday 2nd August Blessed Virgin Mary  
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Jackie Anderson RIP 
 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish 
 

Sun 3rd August EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 
9.15am Mass    Tita Castiglione RIP 
11.15am Mass Ciriaco Forgione RIP 1st anniv 

Page 117 Parish Mass Books  
Page 1033 in Sunday Missals  

 
1st Reading:   Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 2: 21-23 
What has a man from all his toil? 
 

Ps 90 — O Lord, you have been our refuge, from 
generation to generation.  
 

2nd Reading: Colossians 3: 1-5, 9-11 
Seek the things that are above, where Christ is.  

 
Gospel Accl. Alleluia, alleluia. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia.  
 
Gospel:  Luke 12: 13-21 
The things you have prepared, whose will they be? 
 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 

(YEAR C) 
 

1st Reading: Wisdom 18: 6-9 
2nd Reading: Hebrews: 11: 1-2, 8-19 
Gospel: Luke 12: 32-48 

Mon 4th August St John Vianney, Priest 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass Gwyn Davies RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tues 5th August Dedication of Basilica of St Mary Major 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15am Mass John Ruane Snr & Family  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 6th August TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
9.15 Mass Giuseppe Distefano RIP followed by coffee in the 
crypt  
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thurs 7th August St Sixtus, Pope 
7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
8am Mass O’Connor Family intentions  
NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Friday 8th August St Dominic, Priest  
(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+) 
11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction 
12 noon Mass Fr Michael Stewart RIP 
6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 
Saturday 9th Aug ST TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS 
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament 
10am Mass Myriam Rose RIP 

4.00pm Italian Mass* 
6.30pm Mass For the Parish  
 

Sun 10th August NINEEENTH SUNDAY OF O.T. 
9.15am Mass   Eddy Ogbodu’s ints 
11.15am Mass Assunta Defeo RIP 

* Vigil Mass of Sunday 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 

Saturday 10.30 – 11am & 5.30 – 6.15pm 
Sunday 8.45 – 9am & 10.45 – 11am 

or ask Fr Julian at any other time. 
  

ROSARY  

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after 
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.   

 

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for 
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of 

Anointing at any time. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6 
months prior to their intended wedding, and before 

setting a wedding date.   
 

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered 
Charity No. 233699 

  

REGULAR EVENTS 

Tues 5th               1pm Lunch Club, crypt Tues 5th               2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt 
NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — 
NEW PARISHIONERS Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms 
should be posted through the presbytery letterbox.  MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. 
PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone 
degli avvisi.  Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua 
di Sant'Antonio 


