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YEAR C THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 14TH SEPT 2025
Gospel: John 3: 13-17
The Son of Man must be lifted up.

What should we glory in? Our opening antiphon says: ‘We should
glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation,

life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered’. There

are many facets to the Cross of Christ. Like a diamond, it casts
light in different directions. If we concentrate on one facet to the |
detriment of the rest, we fail to embrace its wonder and
significance. First, the cross is of the uttermost cosmic
importance. According to St Paul, ‘everything in heaven and earth’,
the totality of all things, is reconciled to God through Christ who
establishes ‘peace by the blood of his cross.” In the Apocalypse, Jesus
is the Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world, so the
cross was in the heart of God before it became a historical reality.
The sacrificial system and the law pointed to it, but when Jesus
died on the cross the perfect sacrifice had been performed and
the perfect law of love fulfilled. The cross which looked like the place of defeat becomes the place of victory. Through it, God
vanquishes all evil, sin and death. Our preface today says "For you placed the salvation of the human race on the wood of the Cross,
so that, where death arose, life might again spring forth and the evil one, who conquered on a tree, might likewise be conquered’. All
rebellion to God has to heel before this glorious standard, for through it, as Colossians says, Christ ‘disarmed the rulers and
authorities and put them to shame, by triumphing over them’. The cross is the ultimate key to life and is the magnet for universal
evangelisation. “When I am lifted up from the earth, Jesus says, 1 will draw everyone to myself’. Supremely the cross reveals the heart
of God, the depth of his universal love. ‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life’. Jesus” arms on the cross are open wide. His broken body reconciles our opposites, taking
down the dividing wall of hostility and replacing hatred with divine love. Through the cross Jesus enables us to be instruments
of that same love, giving us the empathy and strength to enter into the suffering of the world, not least by accepting our own
suffering. St Peter says that, ‘Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps’. Further, the cross
turns the godless values of the world upside down. Power does not lie in wealth or might, but in vulnerable love, even
sacrificial death. The cross is redemptive. We are redeemed (bought and brought back) from the slavery of sin through the
precious blood of Christ. We couldn’t pay the price weighted against us because of our broken relationship with God. Christ
has paid it for us. St Peter reminds us that we “were ransomed. ..not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious
blood of Christ, like a lamb without blemish or spot’. Through the cross Jesus not only completely takes away our sins
(propitiation), he totally cleanses us of our sins (expiation), so that we are set free from both the disease and stain of sin. We
receive consequently through his blood all that serves to make us whole. ‘By his stripes we are healed’, Isaiah prophesied. We
say that Jesus” work on the cross is our justification. St Paul reminds us that because Jesus took our sins upon himself we are
justified by God’s grace and can live by faith in his saving work. One way of seeing justification is that our broken relationship
with God is restored-‘just as if we had not sinned’. The past is wiped away and we can start life afresh. However, it is important
not to underestimate the effects of the cross, as if God’s grace operates on us only externally or forensically, and only restores
us to our previous standing. Through faith in Jesus” saving work on the cross, God’s grace allows the Holy Spirit to work our
sanctification. We are put right with God, and through the cross have the means to continually stay in that right relationship
and to co-operate in God’s work to make us perfectly holy. God’s intent after all through the cross was to make us righteous.
In his Second letter to the Corinthians St Paul writes, ‘for our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God’. How incredible-that we might become the righteousness of God. We know too well
what we are saved from, but find it more difficult to embrace what we are saved for! The world is waiting.
Fr Julian
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PRAYER & LITURGY

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS to James Sorce
and Jesseca Warren who will be married in church

this weekend. May God bless them in their married
life.

MASS on Saturday 20% September will be at 7.30am
with Adoration at 7.00am. The evening Mass will be at
8.30pm instead of 6.30pm, due to the pilgrimage to
Walsingham.

GIOVANNI ABELLA of Netherhall Road died recently.
His Requiem will be held on Monday 15t September at
12 noon.

ANTONIA DE PIANO (AGNES) of Beyers Prospect

died recently. Her Requiem will be held on Monday 224
September at 12 noon.

ANDREA CUNNINGHAM of Gaywood Avenue died
recently. Her Requiem will be on Wednesday 24th
September at 1Tpm. May they rest in peace.

PLEASE PRAY for all those who have died recently
including, Andrea Cunningham, Giovanni Abella and
Antonia De Piano and for all those whose anniversaries
occur at this time including Philip Scully, Mary Starling,
Antonio Cerrar, Johanna De Silva, Alfonso Gibilaro,
Pauline Callanan, Vincenzo Tuzzeo, John Fallon, Esther
Lynch and Providenza Cicchirillo. May their souls and the
souls of al the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest
in peace.

POPE’S INTENTION FOR
SEPTEMBER: Let wus pray that,
inspired by Saint Francis, we might
experience our interdependence with
all creatures who are loved by God
and worthy of love and respect.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: Gabby Hanley will be running
the Children’s Choir at the 9.15am Mass on Sunday
mornings. Next dates: 14th & 28t September.

There will be a children’s singing party held on the
27th September from 2-3.30pm in the crypt. If your
child would like to attend, they do need to show an
interest by joining the choir in the organ loft, at the
9.15am Mass on the 14th September.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will be held at the 9.15am
Mass on 21%t September and 19t October. More helpers
are needed and training will be given. Please contact the
presbytery

MEN'S BREAKFAST at 8:30 on Saturday 27th
September in the crypt. Short talk at 9:00, Mass at 10:00.
An opportunity for Men to share and get together. Do
join us at any time when and if you can.

PRAYER GROUP will continue on the first Thursday of
each month. Next date will be the 27 October at 7.30pm
in the crypt.

‘INSTRUCTIONS FOR MY FUNERAL MASS’ leaflets
are available beside the newsletters at the back of

church, if you wish to complete one. Please hand the
completed copy into the presbytery.

PARISH MASS BOOKS: We do not have enough Mass
books, so we would like to order another 50 copies of
each set of books. The price for the extra copies for the
six sets will be £1485.00. If you would like to donate
towards the cost of the books, please drop your donation
into the presbytery. Thank you.

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO
WALSINGHAM will be on
Saturday 20t September. The
coach will leave the church at
8am and Mass will be at 12 noon
Mass. After lunch, we will walk the Holy Mile and
conclude with Benediction in the grounds of the Abbey.
The cost of the day will be £41 (£36 coach and £5
pilgrims’ levy fee. To book your place on the coach,
please complete the tear off slip from the newsletter and
return it to the presbytery with your payment.

HOUSEBOUND & SICK PARISHIONERS
PLEASE TELL US IF ANYONE IS HOUSEBOUND, EVEN
TEMPORARILY, SO THEY CAN BE VISITED & HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT HOME.

IF YOU GO IN TO HOSPITAL: If someone is sick in
hospital, please let us know here at the Presbytery,
and/or ask the staff on the ward, so that your loved one
can be visited whilst in hospital, and receive Holy
Communion and any other Sacraments from the
Chaplain. Chaplains are: Lister, John O’Neill 01438-
285138 or 07876-526935; Princess Alexandra, Fr Felix
Adiele 01279-973183.

CATECHETICS
COME AND SEE meets on Tuesday 16th
September at 7.30pm for all who want to learn
more about becoming a Catholic, or if you
missed one of the Sacraments or if you simply want to
renew your faith.

BAPTISM COURSE: The next course will be held on
Monday 15 September 7.15-8.15pm in the church. The
course must be completed before a Baptism can be
arranged. To enrol on the course, please contact the
presbytery.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAMME 2026: m
Application forms for the Confirmation "
programme for young people in Year 9 or /’{
above, or going into Year 9 in September are

now available to collect from the presbytery either by
email or in person. Entry to the Confirmation
programme depends on regular attendance at Mass. A
letter has now been emailed to parents regarding the
course. If you have not received the email, please
contact the presbytery. The first meeting will be on
Monday 13t October from 7-8pm in the crypt.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: A letter has now been
emailed to parents regarding the 2025/2026 course. If
you have not received the email, please contact the
presbytery. The first meeting will be on Sunday 21st
September.




¢n FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAMME
\ 2027: If your child is in year 2 and is interested
v in making their First Holy Communion in 2027,
please do contact the presbytery to register your
interest.
SCHOOLS/UNDER 5'S
ST VINCENT RC CHURCH in Zongo Macheri,
(diocese of Jasikan, Ghana) founded by Elizabeth
Nsonwah’s father, is raising money to build a school. If
you would like to support their efforts please send any
donation in envelope marked St Vincent Donation to the
presbytery. At present, the amount raised is £450.00.
Thank you to all who have made donations so far.

ST CROSS SCHOOL are looking o A scHOOL
forward to welcoming dedicated o
individuals who are committed to

their Catholic ethos and their friendly team of
enthusiastic Governors as Foundation Governors.

If you are passionate about Catholic education
and academic provision for our young people then we
encourage you to apply. Please contact: Mrs ] Walsh, our
Headteacher -  Tel: 01992 467309  Email:
head@stcross.herts.sch.uk or have a word with Father
Julian after Mass!

ST CROSS SCHOOL will be holding their Summer Fair
on Saturday 20t September from 11am to 2pm. There
will be games, music, BBQ, stalls and face painting.

ST AUGUSTINE’S UNDER 5’S 200 CLUB WINNER
for September is number 25, Mrs C Donaghey.
Congratulations.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE will be holding their Open
Evening for prospective Year 7 pupils on Tuesday 16th
September from 5:30pm to tour the school and hear
from the Headteacher at 7.15pm.

ST MARY’S SECONDARY SCHOOL are holding their
Open Evening on Wednesday 24t September. For more
info visit https:/ /www.stmarys.net/

ST EDMUND’S COLLEGE & PREP SCHOOL are
holding an Open Day on Saturday 29t September from
9.30am-12.30pm. For more info visit
https:/ /www.stedmundscollege.org/.

JUSTICE & PEACE & PRO-LIFE

CAFOD: Pope Francis
established 1st September as the CAF D
World Day of Prayer for the Care ey o ot

of Creation, encouraging the
Catholic community around the world to pray for our
common home. The theme in this Jubilee Year is 'Seeds
of Peace and Hope' and, in his message for the occasion,
Pope Leo XIV reflects on Jesus' use of the image of the
seed and how, in Christ, we are also "seeds of peace and
hope". 'Care of Creation' runs from 1st September, until
4th October.

SOCIAL & MISCELLANEOUS
PROJECTOR: Thank you to everyone who has
contributed towards the cost of the projector.

CALENDARS 2026: We have free Calendars from
Divine Word Missionaries and they are available in the
porch. Please do take one home with you.

QRIEE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
GROUP GROUP: If you've experienced a

bereavement and would like support, please contact the
presbytery. We are not a counselling service, but can
always point people in that direction, if it is necessary.

CHURCH CLEANING: Elizabeth Nsonwah, Toni
Iamarino and Penny Benge. More cleaners are needed to
join the Wednesday and Thursday team. If you can
help, please contact the presbytery.

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES can be viewed online
https:/ /rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs.

ST ELIZABETH’S CENTRE in Much Hadham have
various job vacancies. Please visit
https:/ /careers.stelizabeths.org.uk/ for more info

ST ELIZABETH’S will be holding their annual Apple
Fest on Saturday 27 September from 1lam-3.30pm.
There will be apple picking and tasting, refreshments &
BBQ and live music. All are welcome!

FINANCE
NO CASH? You can make your offering here by
scanning the QR Code with your smartphone.
Alternatively, there is a contactless device at the left-
hand exit door of the church. If you are a Tax Payer,
please complete the Gift Aid Declaration.

PARISH FINANCE: Thank you to all who
continue to give regularly by standing
order, or by envelopes. For those whose
finances are more stable at present, please
consider your parish giving, to help the parish out.
Please see the link below
https:/ /parish.rcdow.org.uk/hoddesdon/donate/
for the details, or fill in this form. For a Standing
Order, here are the necessary details:

Account Name: WRCDT Hoddesdon
Sort Code: 40-05-20
Account Number: 31264370

PILGRIMAGE DAY TO WALSINGHAM
ON 20™ SEPTEMBER - £41.00

Name: ..o

Email address........coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

Next-of-kin name & contact number:

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY
Your personal details will be held on file. After the Pilgrimage
day, your details will be securely destroyed. You can read the
full privacy policy on redow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy.
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Liturgy this week

Today’s Liturgy

Saturday 13" September Saint John Chrysostom
9.30am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament

10am Mass Pauline Callanan RIP anniv

P ——————————.§y
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

6.30pm Mass For the Parish

Sun 14t Sept THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS
9.15am Mass Decd members of Johnson & Carrubba Families

11.15am Mass Kathleen Robb’s intentions
e e e —————————

Mon 15t September Our Lady of Sorrows
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Mary Beary RIP

12 noon Requiem Giovanni Abella RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Tues 16 September Sts Cornelius & Cyprian
8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
9.15am Mass Tony Ogbodu’s intentions

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Wed 17t September St Hildegard of Bingen

8.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

9.15 Mass Justin Ighade’s intentions followed by coffee in
the crypt

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Page 191 Parish Mass Books
Page 1175 in Sunday Missals

15t Reading: Numbers 21: 4b-9
If anyone were bitten by a serpent, he would look at the
bronze serpent and live.

Ps 78 — Never forget the deeds of the Lord!

2nd Reading: Philippians 2: 6-11
He humbled himself, therefore God has highly exalted
him.

Gospel Accl. Allelvia, alleluia. We adore you, O
Christ, and we bless you, because by your Cross you
have redeemed the world. Alleluvia.

Gospel: John 3: 13-17
The Son of Man must be lifted up.

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T.
(YEAR C)

1t Reading: Amos 8: 4-7
2nd Reading: 1 Timothy 2: 1-8
Gospel: Luke 16: 1-13

Thurs 18th September

7.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
8am Mass Thanksgiving for God’s grace

NO Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Friday 19 September St Januarius

(abstinence from meat for those aged 14+)

11am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/11.50 Benediction
12 noon Mass Mauro Capone RIP

6pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 20" September Martyrs of Korea
7.00am Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
7.30am Mass Alfonso & Pia Cuffaro

P —
4.00pm ltalian Mass™

8.30pm Mass Tommaso Giardina RIP

Sun 21s' September TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN O.T
9.15am Mass In thanksgiving for family & friends of Leon
Jaselsky RIP

11.15am Mass For the Parish

* Vigil Mass of Sunday

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)

Saturday 10.30 = 11am & 5.30 — 6.15pm
Sunday 8.45 — 9am & 10.45 - 11am
or ask Fr Julian at any other time.

ROSARY

The Rosary is often prayed in the Lady Chapel after
weekday Mass and Saturday 10am Mass.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Any parishioner sick, frail, or going into hospital for
major surgery, can ask Fr Julian for the Sacrament of
Anointing at any time.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Catholics must approach their parish priest at least 6
months prior to their intended wedding, and before
setting a wedding date.

Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust Registered
Charity No. 233699

REGULAR EVENTS

Tues 16t
Tues 16t

1pm Lunch club, crypt
2.30pm Warm Spaces, crypt

Tues 16t
Wed 17th

7.30pm Come and See, crypt
6pm Brownies, crypt

NEWSLETTER ITEMS TO PRESBYTERY IN WRITING, BY FAX, OR E-MAIL BY 9AM THURS WITH YOUR NAME & PHONE NO. — NEW PARISHIONERS
Please take a parish membership form & information leaflet from the box in the porch. The completed forms should be posted through the presbytery
letterbox. MOVING HOME? Please post new details through the presbytery letterbox. PARROCCHIANI: Si pregano tutti i parrocchiani di prendere i

questionari (uno per ciascun famiglia) che si trovano vicino al tabellone degli avvisi.

depositandoli nella cassetta della posta vicina alla statua di Sant'Antonio

Una volta compilati, i questionari devono essere riconsegnati




